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Nationwide Mass Times  
Call 1-734-794-2100 or  www.masstimes.org 
 

Opportunities for Life Hotline 
Call (800) 822-5824 for help for those 
experiencing an untimely pregnancy. 
 

Does Your Marriage Need Help? 
Call 800-470-2230  or www.retrouvaille.org  
 

Membership in the Parish 
We give a hearty welcome to all new families 
moving into our Parish. Please register in the 
Parish Office as soon as possible. Families who 
plan to move from our parish community are 
requested to inform us. 
 

Bulletin Articles 
Deadline for submission of bulletin articles  
is on Monday. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to prepare the way and open the 

door for Christ. “You see that when the Word of God knocks hardest on your door, 

it is when his hair is wet with the dew of the night. In fact, he chooses to visit those 

who are in tribulation and trial, lest one of them be overwhelmed by distress. So, 

his head is covered with dew, with drops, when his body is laboring hard. It is 

important to keep watch so that when the Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. If 

you are asleep and your heart is not keeping watch, he will go away without 

knocking; but if your heart is alert for his coming, he knocks and asks for the door 

to be opened to him.” When life gets overwhelming and difficult and we find 

ourselves feeling a bit downhearted and miserable, these words can bring great 

comfort. 
 

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our uncomfortable darkness and being 

stuck becomes our norm. In this time of self-focus our hearts are closed to the 

graces and life God desires to give us. Wrapped in the robe of mourning and 

misery, we fail to see the mercy, justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. If 

we take seriously the need to prepare the way for Christ and open our hearts in 

preparation for his visit, we can hear God’s gentle voice calling us deep within. It 

beckons us to seek out its source and discover the inner calm and peace that can 

prevail over the darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness is so dark that it 

may seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the spiritual friends who journey with us, 

and God’s promise may bring a glimmer of 

light even when it is most difficult to keep our 

hearts’ doors open. Sometimes, the only light 

in the darkness is found in trusting the faith 

of others both past and present. 
 

We have to trust that God has already begun 

the accomplishment of good work in us and 

that humanity is on an incredible journey to 

something wonderful and awesome. God is 

not done. When we open the doors of our 

hearts, straighten the paths of our lives, and 

prepare the way, Jesus can come with God’s 

simple gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life 

throws a great deal at us. It is easy to get 

tired and confused. We have to train our 

hearts to keep watch, discern what is of 

value, and forge ahead. Not allowing 

ourselves to become so weighed down by 

things and brought out of focus is a 

tremendous goal to achieve this Advent 

season. God is knocking. Answer the door. 

You will see and understand life in ways you 

never thought possible before. 

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store  
Phone .............................................. 270-295-3494 
Store hours: M-F 10-4 pm, Sat. 10-2 pm 



Advent: Repentance & Preparation 
On this 2nd Sunday of Advent, we are called to look within 

ourselves and to be honest about sorrow and repentance. John 

the Baptist, challenged the Pharisees not to be insincere but to 

show some evidence of real reform. This season of waiting for 

the Lord is a real opportunity for all of us to examine our lives 

and ask ourselves, “Am I spending some of my time in quiet 

prayer and reflecting on the true meaning of Christmas or am I 

too busy shopping and putting up decorations and wondering about Christmas 

gifts?” Let us remember that Christmas is Jesus' birthday and that our Christmas will 

be special and holy if we include the Season of Advent preparing our hearts as well. 

On the first Christmas, the innkeeper told Mary and Joseph there was no room for 

them and the child--let us make room for Jesus by taking Advent seriously. 

Come Lord Jesus and be born in our hearts.  

                                                                                                                                             Fr. Terry 
 

Faith Sharing Question  
Gospel:  

With Luke placing the preaching and activities of John the Baptist in its historical and 

political context, he communicates the idea that God is acting in real, human history. 

What do you see as the power of this assertion? 
 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
Question: How many sponsors are required for the Sacrament of 

Baptism?  
 

Last week’s answer was Confirmation 

 

Blessing Box 
Support our Blessing Box by bringing easy to carry and eat foods!  For example 

instant soup, Vienna sausages, spam, canned ham, tuna, pop tarts, granola bars, 

etc.  Also with winter coming new gloves, hats, scarfs and socks would be great.   
 

Advent Parish Penance Service and  
First Reconciliation 
Advent is a time to prepare.  A time to prepare for 

Christmas; a time to prepare for the Lord.  Let confession be a part of your 

preparation.  Join us for an Advent Penance Service and to celebrate our youth 

receiving their First Reconciliation on Wednesday December 15th at 6:00pm at 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.  All are welcome.    
 

SAINT OF THE WEEK – EXAMPLES OF OUR FAITH 
St. Nicholas | Feast Day December 6 

St. Nicholas of Bari (March 15, 270 – December 6, 343), the bishop of Myra in the 

fourth century, is the saint that Santa Claus is modeled after. Known for his kindness 

and generosity to the poor, the story has it that St. Nicholas once tossed bags of gold 

through the open window of a poor man’s house to help his daughters avoid a life of 

prostitution.  According to legend, the gold landed in stockings dangling on the 

corners of the beds, which is why many of us celebrate St. Nicholas Day by hanging 

stockings and filling them with candy, fruit, and small toys.  Not much else is known 

about this beloved saint, but regardless, his reputation as a generous man continues 

today. 

 

Flower Donations 
Give a donation for Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one. Use 

your Christmas flower envelope and write the name of your loved one 

on the envelope. All of the names will be listed in a special bulletin 

insert at Christmas.  

Date December 5, 2021 
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 

[3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6  
 

Monday:  Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 

11-12, 13-14 [cf. Is 35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26 
 

Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 

10ac, 11-12, 13 [cf. Is 40:10ab]/Mt 

18:12-14 
 

Wednesday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-

3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-

38 
 

Thursday:  Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 

10-11, 12-13ab [8]/Mt 11:11-15 
 

Friday:  Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 

[cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19 
 

Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 

3b, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
 

Next Sunday:  Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 

5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18  

Tuesday, December 7 

 8:00 am  † Bernard French SC 
  By Gitter French 

Wednesday, December 8 

 5:30 pm  † Pat Ogle IC 
  By Bob Ogle 

Thursday, December 9 

 8:00 am  † Mary Buck SC 
  By Jerry Buck 

Friday, December 10 

 8:00 am  † Leon Rhodes IC 

Saturday, December 11 

    5:00 pm  People of the Parish  SC 

Sunday, December 12  

 8:30 am  †  Roger Basham   SC 
  By Eileen Basham 

 10:30 am  † Betty Brickey IC 
  By Dan and Shirley Hagman 

Immaculate Conception Mission Statement 
As people chosen by God through our baptism, the parish of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church is called to make Christ visible in our family, community 

and the world.  We proclaim God’s word in worship, through the sacraments, in hospitality, teaching, repentance, forgiveness and  service.  
Our goal is that all people may come to know and share in the salvation of Jesus Christ. 

A listing of 

online Mass 

locations and 

times are on 

our website:       

icscchurch.org 

You may also join St Columba Live on our  

Facebook page on Sundays at 8:30am.    
 

TV Channels for other Masses  

DirecTV  CH 370 

Dish   CH 261 

Antenna  CH 45 at 6:00am  



Why Do We Do That? 
Question: 

With Christmas fast approaching, can you give me some practical 

tips to prepare myself and my family that will help us stay 

grounded in what this holiday is really about? With all the 

commercialism, it’s easy to stray. 
 

Answer:  Happy times and events bring fond memories and a renewed sense of 

love and kinship with others. The anticipation is half the joy of the event itself. The 

coming of the Lord is that kind of event that people have been looking forward to 

for generations with fervent hope and desire. It gave them strength and courage as 

they waited for the coming of the Lord.  We know that Christmas is rushed. Sales 

begin in August and carols blare long before the season begins. Everyone laments 

the commercial aspects of the season, but as Advent begins, do something to help 

you be more mindful of the Lord’s coming. Use an Advent wreath, or enthrone the 

Bible prominently, or read the readings from the Bible assigned to each day. 

Postpone the tree and decorations until closer to Christmas. Establish new family 

rituals, customs and prayers that help remind everyone that we are preparing to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus. Fasting, daily Mass, a special celebration of 

reconciliation, reaching out to those alienated from family or society, and visiting 

the homebound manifest the love of the Christ Child and the Holy Family. Resist 

the temptation to rush the season. In his own time and in his own way, God will 

come. Our task is simply to be watchful and ready. 

 

The Immaculate Conception | Feast Day 

December 8 

Question:  I’ve heard people call Jesus’ 

conception by the Holy Spirit being “immaculately 

conceived.” Is that what the Immaculate 

Conception is? 
 

Answer:  While these two events are often 

confused, they are not the same thing. We 

celebrated the conception of Jesus on March 

25th, the feast of the Annunciation. While that was surely miraculous, it isn’t what 

we refer to as the “immaculate conception.” The Immaculate Conception is Mary’s 

conception, and we typically celebrate it on December 8th. If the 8th happens to be 

a Sunday, the Church moves the feast to December 9th. It is a holy day of 

obligation. Why does the Church consider it so important to celebrate?  Mary’s 

conception is immaculate because she was conceived without original sin. The 

angel Gabriel acknowledges this when he hails Mary as “full of grace” (Luke 1:28). 

Scripture scholars identify several theological ideas that confirm this. In the Old 

Testament, the sacred, pristine Ark of the Covenant held the presence of God. The 

presence of God is now held within a new “arc” — the womb of Mary. Genesis 3 

also prophesies of a woman who would oppose the devil and whose child would 

crush the devil’s head. Christ is the “New Adam.” This passage sets up Mary, then, 

as the “New Eve.” Jesus and Mary are the beginnings of a new creation, one we all 

can participate in through the grace of our baptism. After all, God’s love is more 

“original” than our sin! 

St. Columba Mission Statement 
We, St. Columba Parish, are a living family of God committed to deepening and sharing our faith. We immerse ourselves deeper in our baptism  

to reach out to those in need, call people to recognize their talents and pray for guidance to lead all people to experience the light of Christ. 

Sunday, December 5 

9:30am Donut Sunday                  SC 

9:30am Adult Study Class SC 
  

Tuesday, December 7 

8am -7pm  Adoration  IC 
 

Wednesday, December 8 

5:30pm Immaculate Conception IC 

6:00pm Religious Ed K-12 IC 
 

Thursday, December 9 

7am –4pm  Adoration  SC 
 

Sunday, December 12  

 9:30am Adult Study Class SC 

St. Columba 
Weekly Goal ......................... $2,550.00 

Collection 11-21-21 ............. $7240.00 

       Difference over .............. $4690.00 

Mass Attendance ....................... 55/74 
 

Week # 21 of 52 

Fiscal YTD Goal ...................... $53,550 

Fiscal YTD Actual .................... $56,338 

Immaculate Conception  
Weekly Goal ......................... $3,231.00 

Collection 11-21-21- ............ $4970.00 

       Difference over .............. $1739.00 

Mass Attendance ........................... 209 
 

Week # 21 of 52 

Fiscal YTD Goal .................$67,851.00 

Fiscal YTD Actual ...............$88,468.00 

S u n d a y  C o l l e c t i o n s  

 

Sunday December 12, 2021 
St. Columba  8:30am 

Mass Coord Judy Pate  

Lector   Pat Roberts                  

Eucharistic Min Linda Hamilton 

Altar Servers Hazel Poole 

Cross Bearer Shelby Basham 

Greeter/Usher: Dian Heavrin 

   Dennis Long 

Gift Bearers     Joey Frakes Family 
 

Immaculate Conception 10:30am 

Mass Coord Eva Bulleit 

Lector:                 Kenny Woodward 

Eucharistic Min   Aimee Lyday 

Altar Servers Jane Quinn 

   Gary Elder 

Cross Bearer Josey Gaynor 

Greeter/Usher:   Tom and Trina Ogle 

Gift Bearers       Loretta & Falyn Stokes 

Christmas Eve Mass 
St. Columba: Prelude at 4:30pm  

Mass at 5:oopm   
 

Immaculate Conception: Prelude at 9:30pm 

Mass at 10:00pm   
 

Christmas Day 

Immaculate Conception 10:30am 
 

If you are not able to be with us on    

Christmas Eve we invite you to join us on  

Facebook Live at 5:00pm 
 

To help reduce crowding in our church,  

overflow with video and audio will be  

available in the parish hall at St Columba on 

Christmas Eve.  


