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GOSPEL MEDITATION 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
 

     Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not only of our 

families of origin, the current family of which we are a part, the family of our 

Church, our society, and our global family as well. Everything human can be found 

in family stories. Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving successes as well as 

painful spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds are 

usually connected with the experience of family. Our needs, experiences, and 

unresolved baggage often color what we bring to our familiar relationships. They 

contribute to our level of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we become, 

and what prejudices we believe. 

     In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember that it is not 

only by human effort that we negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our 

lives. There is a Divine Effort at work as well. For sure, the human effort can create 

quite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family with which we are 

associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves to help us understand that 

there is a Divine Story being told as well. It is a story of perseverance in the face of 

hardship, determination in the face of despair, healing when we see nothing but 

wounds, and light where there is darkness. 

     Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring, and leading? 

Unless we do, we will never be free from the imperfections and wounds that bind 

us and never be able to understand what it really means to forgive. Pope Francis 

tells us that the “light which comes from the Holy Family encourages us to offer 

human warmth to other families.” While this is most certainly true, we can only 

really begin to do this when we realize that we are still works in progress, not 

anchored to the wounds and sins of our past, and still a leading star in God’s 

continually unfolding story of love. The Holy Family persevered and radiated 

warmth because they knew they were not alone. We can too. 
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Nationwide Mass Times  
Call 1-734-794-2100 or  www.masstimes.org 
 

Opportunities for Life Hotline 
Call (800) 822-5824 for help for those 
experiencing an untimely pregnancy. 
 

Does Your Marriage Need Help? 
Call 800-470-2230  or www.retrouvaille.org  
 

Membership in the Parish 
We give a hearty welcome to all new families 
moving into our Parish. Please call the Parish 
office to register as soon as possible. Families 
who plan to move from our parish community 
are requested to inform us. 
 

Bulletin Articles 
Deadline for submission of bulletin articles  
is on Monday. 



The Holy Family 
The image of the Holy Family is a comforting and inspiring theme 

for God’s people. The wisdom and treasure of teaching from the 

Old Testament come to fruition in the persons of the Holy Family. 

We are lovingly reminded to honor and revere our parents and 

family members. Mercy, kindness, humility, patience, meekness 

and above all, love should guide us in dealing with members of 

our families. Simeon and Anna personify our centuries old 

longing for a redeemer. They are both overjoyed and in awe of being shown Jesus, 

God’s promised one. Mary’s unique role in our redemption and her place as the ideal 

of motherhood can be seen from today’s reading. The idyllic home life at Nazareth is 

alluded to. To us it is a comfort and an inspiration.  
                                                                         

                                                                        Seasons Greetings from Fr. Terry 
 

Faith Sharing Question  
Gospel:  

Luke is the only Evangelist to preserve a story about Jesus from his youth. In this 

account, Mary and Joseph are filled with “great anxiety” as they searched for Jesus 

who they thought was lost. How do you seek God’s help for the anxious moments in 

your family? 
 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
 

Question: Who reads the first and second readings at Mass?  
 

Last Week’s Answer: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
 

NO Religious Ed Classes 
The Wednesday night religious education classes for the K-12 will not meet again 

until January 12th due to Christmas Break.  The Catechist will meet January 5th at 

6:00pm at IC Office for a 2nd semester planning meeting.  May everyone have a 

Joyous New Year!   
 

Donut Sunday 
Kick off the New Year with your church family! Join us at St Columba 

on Sunday January 2nd for coffee and donuts after the 8:30am Mass.  

Everyone is invited.  
 

All in the Family 
     At first glance, we can often find the image of the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and 

the Christ Child intimidating — who are we to aspire to that level of discipleship? How 

could we ever hope to conform ourselves to that mold? Sometimes, it can even be 

painful — perhaps we hail from a broken family or struggle with a broken relationship 

within our family, or perhaps we long to be a mother or a father ourselves and that 

state in life has eluded us. 

     But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality, a beautiful invitation to us all, no 

matter our vocation or our state in life, and the example of Mary, Joseph and Jesus is 

rich with the symbolism of stewardship.  

     You need not be a biological mother who has carried a child in her womb to be a 

mother in spirit. Who in your world needs you to love them with the heart of a 

mother? 

     The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the world are crying out for the 

courageous witness of Christian men like St. Joseph. Who can you love with the 

steadfast, selfless protection of a father? 

     Who in your life needs you to love them with the faithful, unconditional love of a 

son? Who needs your gentle and constant love as a daughter? 

     We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of us rejoicing in heaven, those of us 

suffering in purgatory, and those of us struggling here on earth. We are the great 

family. Let us love each other well.  ————— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Date December 26, 2021 
Sunday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 

4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 

2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-

3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 

2:41-52  
 

Monday:  1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-

12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
 

Tuesday:  1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 

7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18 
 

Wednesday:  1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-

3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35 
 

Thursday:  1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-

9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40 
 

Friday:  1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 

13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18 
 

Saturday:  Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 

[2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21  
 

Next Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 

10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 

2:1-12 

Tuesday, December 28 

No Mass 

Wednesday, December 29 

 5:30 pm  † Libby Lucas IC 
  By Denis and Martha Wheatley 

Thursday, December 30 

 8:00 am  † Walter Marsch SC 
  By Denny and Denise Long 

Friday, December 31 

 8:00 am  † Anna Mae Bickett IC 

Saturday, January 1   

    5:00 pm  † Mary Catherine Robbins  SC 
  By Mary Davis 
Sunday, January 2 

 8:30 am    People Of The Parish SC 

 10:30 am  † Pat Edge  IC 
  By Fred and Alice Howard 

A listing of 

online Mass 

locations and 

times are on 

our website:       

icscchurch.org 

You may also join St Columba Live on our  

Facebook page on Sundays at 8:30am.    

TV Channels for other Masses  

DirecTV  CH 370 

Dish   CH 261 

Antenna  CH 45 at 6:00am  

Immaculate Conception Mission Statement 
As people chosen by God through our baptism, the parish of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church is called to make Christ visible in our family, community 

and the world.  We proclaim God’s word in worship, through the sacraments, in hospitality, teaching, repentance, forgiveness and  service.  
Our goal is that all people may come to know and share in the salvation of Jesus Christ. 



A Note from the Adult Ministry Office: 
     In a recent study, 2/3 of participants said that they dread 

holiday family gatherings. Maybe those individuals were thinking 

of the aunt who is sure to squeeze their cheeks, perhaps they are 

worried about the financial strain of the season, maybe it’s 

something far worse… like their entire hometown was just 

devastated by storms. I know this: no family is without its troubles, not even Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph. 

     Difficulties started early for the Holy Family as unwed Mary was found the be with 

child. St. Joseph, often noted as the Model of Poverty, was a carpenter who had to 

wrap his newborn in rags. There was also the tyrant King Herod, mercilessly 

hunting for Jesus. Undoubtedly, the family would’ve experienced the pains, 

challenges, and toils of this world.  

     Some families seem to have it all together. Others are dented, deeply wounded, 

or shattered. No matter how you’d describe your family or your feelings for holiday 

gatherings, know that God wants to enter deeply into yours. Ask Him for help, for 

strength, for virtue. Ask Him to make your family holy.  

     How can we better minister to your family? What events, opportunities, and 

resources can help you grow in your faith? Email, text, or call me anytime.  
 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, pray for us! 
 

Neena Gaynor, Adult Ministry Leader 

859-230-6171 or NeenaGaynor@gmail.com 
 

Why Do We Do That? 
Question:  I have been away from the Church for a few years and 

really want to get active again, not so much for me, but for my 

children. Is this a bad reason to come back to Church? 
 

Answer:  If you are on your way to the supermarket, and you are 

forced to detour from your usual route because of road work, does the food you 

buy taste different? Is the meal less filling? Are the vegetables less tasty? Of 

course not. In our faith journey, there are many detours called sin. Some are 

greater than others, some are even a bit longer. But God's grace comes to us in 

ways we understand and recognize and need. Your children leading you back to 

the Church is not as important as the fact that you are back.  This is an opportunity 

for you to renew, strengthen, and deepen your faith. Regardless of how we get to 

Church, or what draws us closer to God, the fact is we are there. Do what you need 

to do to get right with God and the Church. Go to confession, begin good family 

religious practices, and be involved in the ministries your parish offers. Be more 

than a lukewarm parishioner. Be the kind of Catholic you want your children to be. 
 

Catholic Charities Second Collection for Tornado Relief 
Thank You for your generosity to help those who have suffered from the devasting 

tornado.  The second collection at all of our weekend Masses totaled $5265.53!  

Your generosity was overwhelming.  The County Courthouse is collecting food water 

and clothing if you wish to donate further and the Diocesan office has contacts if 

you wish to volunteer at the sites.  Please see our Facebook pages for more info 

and ways to help.  God Bless you.    

St. Columba Mission Statement 
We, St. Columba Parish, are a living family of God committed to deepening and sharing our faith. We immerse ourselves deeper in our baptism  

to reach out to those in need, call people to recognize their talents and pray for guidance to lead all people to experience the light of Christ. 

Sunday, December 26  

Feast of The Holy Family   

No Adult Study Class SC 
  

Monday, December 27 

Office will be closed 
 

Tuesday, December 28 

8 am -7pm  Adoration  IC 
 

Wednesday, December 29 

 NO Religious Ed Classes K-12 IC 
 

Thursday, December 30 

7am –4pm  Adoration  SC 
 

Friday, December 31  New Year’s Eve 
 

Saturday, January 1  New Year’s Day   
 

Sunday, January 2  The Epiphany of the 

Lord;   
  

St. Columba 
Weekly Goal ......................... $2,550.00 

Collection 12-12-21 ............. $3194.00 

       Difference over ...................... $644 

Mass Attendance ....................... 52/67 
 

Week # 24 of 52 

Fiscal YTD Goal ...................... $61,200 

Fiscal YTD Actual…..…………....$66,405 

Immaculate Conception  
Weekly Goal .........................$3,231.00 

Collection 12-12-21 .............$9057.00 

       Difference over ................... $5826 

Mass Attendance ........................... 151 
 

Week # 24 of 52 

Fiscal YTD Goal ....................... $77,544 

Fiscal YTD Actual ..................$104,787 

S u n d a y  C o l l e c t i o n s  

Please Help!   
Mass ministers are needed.  We are in 

need of Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, 

Cross Bearers and Gift Bearers, Altar Serv-

ers and Greeters.  Contact Denise and she 

will be glad to walk you thru the steps.  

Ministry forms are in the back of church 

and can be easily completed and dropped 

in the Sunday collection.  You may also 

call the church office, contact Denise or 

Fr. Terry.   
 

Sunday January 2, 2022 
 

St. Columba  8:30am 

Mass Coord Judy Pate  

Lector                  Rosemary Emmick 

Eucharistic Min Amy Allard 

Altar Servers Scott Basham 

Cross Bearer Dan Allard 

Greeter/Usher: Donna & George Bozarth 

Gift Bearers Donna & George Bozarth     
 

Immaculate Conception 10:30am 

Mass Coord Mary Woodward  

Lector:                 Bob Ogle 

Eucharistic Min   Gary Elder 

Altar Servers Aiden Haycraft 

   Akyla Haycraft 

Cross Bearer Josey Gaynor 

Greeter/Usher:   Mary & Kenny Woodward 

Gift Bearers       Linda & Leonard Thomas 


