
H a n c o c k  C o u n t y  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h   

                                                                                        3rd Sunday of Easter/May 1, 2022 

St. Columba   
Immaculate Conception       

& 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

     Could it be that God’s image has become so soiled and distorted that it is hard 

for us to see it? Our self-serving agendas have done a great job twisting God’s 

image into what profits us. We want our agenda to be God’s agenda and use 

prayer as the convincing leverage we need. Worse still, our success and egocentric 

agenda often erases God’s image completely, replacing it with our own. St. Oscar 

Romero instructs us that the Son of Man “dies on the cross to cleanse God’s 

image, which is soiled in today’s humanity, a humanity so enslaved, so selfish, so 

sinful.” Striving to preserve control of our destinies at all costs, we fail to see the 

risen suffering servant, the Christ, standing right beside us. 

     Jesus, who suffered and died on a cross and was raised from the dead, corrects 

our soiled image of God. He shows us God as God is, not who we want to make 

God to be. God is the God of the poor, the weak, and the marginalized. He is the 

God who tenderly caresses us when we are suffering and hurting, assuring us that 

all will be safe and well. He is the God of equity, peace, justice, and compassion 

who wants happiness for each of His children, desiring their wellbeing and 

success. God goes where men and women are afraid to go, sitting with the lost, the 

broken, and the sorrowing. St. Oscar Romero 

challenges us to illuminate with “Christ’s light … 

even the most hideous caverns of the human 

person: torture, jail, plunder, want, chronic illness. 

The oppressed must be saved.” The resurrection 

calls us to be God’s microphone, a messenger, 

and a prophet (St. Oscar Romero). 

     Using eyes that see beyond the limited 

constructs and desires of our world, we can see the true and real Jesus standing 

before us, calling us to transformation and change. Asking us more than once, “do 

you love me?” We are beckoned to give an answer. Answering in the affirmative, it 

is now our task to feed the sheep and the lambs who belong to God. In short, 

equipped with the power of the resurrection and a corrected image of God our task 

is to make things better, brighter, holier, more life-giving, and just for all of God’s 

children. Considering our choices, our interactions, our philosophies, and 

aspirations, how can we do this? 

 

  

Baptism• Baptism takes place on Sundays 

during Mass or following Mass. Please call 

Fr. Terry to schedule a date and for 

baptismal prep.  Baptism for older youths 

and adults either occurs at the Easter Vigil 

or before receiving other sacraments. 
 

Eucharist• First Eucharist is typically 

celebrated during May each year with 

children in the second grade. 
 

Confirmation• Is celebrated in the seventh 

and eighth grades or at the Easter Vigil. 

The Bishop visits every two years and we 

alternate between the two parishes. 
 
 

 

Holy Orders• Contact Fr. Terry if you are 

interested in the vocations of Priesthood or 

Religious Life. 
 

Marriage• Contact Fr. Terry at least 6 mo 

before setting a date to begin marriage 

preparation.  Couples may be asked to 

attend Pre Cana or Engaged Encounter. 
 

Reconciliation• Before or after any Mass, 

or by appointment with Fr. Terry. First 

Reconciliation is celebrated during Advent. 
 

Anointing of the Sick• Celebrated twice a 

year at the weekend Masses. Anyone who 

is ill, infirmed or going to surgery may 

request an anointing by calling Fr. Terry. 

Celebration of the Sacraments 

Mass attendance is mandatory for those requesting Sacraments per Fr. Terry 
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Pastoral Team 
Fr. Terry Devine, Pastor ............. 270-860-0924 
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Neena Gaynor, Adult Ministry .. 859-230-6171 
neenagaynor@gmail.com   

Nicole Ballard, Youth Ministry . 270-315-0688 
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Denise Long, Office Manager .... 270-295-3661 
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Nationwide Mass Times  
Call 1-734-794-2100 or  www.masstimes.org 
 

Opportunities for Life Hotline 
Call (800) 822-5824 for help for those 
experiencing an untimely pregnancy. 
 

Does Your Marriage Need Help? 
Call 800-470-2230  or www.retrouvaille.org  
 

Membership in the Parish 
We give a hearty welcome to all new families 
moving into our Parish. Please call the Parish 
office to register as soon as possible. Families 
who plan to move from our parish community 
are requested to inform us. 
 

Bulletin Articles 
Deadline for submission of bulletin articles  
is on Monday. 



Easter: Season of Potential 
The Easter Season has been described many times as a season 

of rebirth, new life, and even the gift of hope. Just as the earth 

has brought forth new life in the wonders of springtime so it is 

for all Christians to have the potential to do likewise in their ways 

of Christian living. The only thing that can rob us of the peace of 

Christ would be the darkness of sin which destroys that potential 

of becoming happier people. This and total surrender to God; 

that our anger and hostility may be transformed into compassion and pardon; that 

our criticalness and judgmental attitude may be changed to appreciation and 

gratefulness for what we do have. In closing, may we strive to be the witness of faith 

that Jesus calls us to. May this season of Ester be our peace and joy not only 

for ourselves but for all!                                                  

                                                                                                    Love, Fr. Terry 
 

Faith Sharing Question 
 Gospel:  

The resurrected Jesus appeared to seven of his disciples while they were fishing on 

the Sea of Tiberias. In doing so, Jesus comes to strengthen Peter for his upcoming 

leadership role. What gives you strength in your faith journey?      

 
CATHOLIC TRIVIA – JUST FOR FUN 
Question: Who were Dismas and Gestas? 
 

Last Week’s answer—St. Peter 

 

Called By Name  
Do you know a faithful young man or woman who you feel 

may have a vocation to the priesthood or religious life? We 

believe that our future priests and sisters will come from 

our own parishes and schools, but we need your help to 

identify them. We’re looking for high school students and 

older.  On May 8, 2022, which is Good Shepherd Sunday, 

the World Day of Prayer for Vocations and Mother’s Day, postcards will be available 

to fill out at Mass, providing you the opportunity to share names with the Vocations 

Office. You may also fill out our online form: owensborovocations.com/called-by-

name. We will follow up with those submissions and help connect them to open 

houses, come and see events, and other discernment opportunities. Please continue 

to pray that men and women to respond to God’s call on their lives! 

 

We extend our sympathy and prayers to the entire Hagman 

family who have suffered great loss just days apart.  First George 

Hagman brother to Vic, Dan, Dot and Charles and then the loss 

of John David Hagman, son of Dan and Shirley and brother to Rachel, Harold, and 

Elizabeth.  May the Lord give them comfort and peace.    

 

First Saturday Devotion 
The First Saturdays Devotion starts on SATURDAY, MAY 7th! 

Join us for Holy Mass at 5PM, with the opportunity for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation before. Pray a rosary and then 

prayerfully consider one, some, or all of the mysteries of the 

rosary to complete the obligations for this devotion. This 

month (May 31) we celebrate the Feast of the Visitation. 

Think about how at their meeting, John the Baptist jumped 

for joy in the womb of his mother, Elizabeth, and how Mary, 

pregnant with Jesus, responded by praising the Lord with 

what we now know as the Magnificat. (See Luke 1:39-55).  

 

Date May 1, 2022 
Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4, 

5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-

19 or 21:1-14    
 

Monday:  Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-

27, 29-30/Jn 6:22-29  
 

Tuesday:  1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Jn 

14:6-14  
 

Wednesday:  Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 

6-7a/Jn 6:35-40  
 

Thursday:  Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-

17, 20/Jn 6:44-51  
 

Friday:  Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Jn 

6:52-59  
 

Saturday:  Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 

14-15, 16-17/Jn 6:60-69  
 

Next Sunday:  Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 

100:1-2, 3, 5 [3c]/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 

10:27-30 

Tuesday, May 3 

 8:00 am  † Johnny Duke SC 
  By Debbie Smeathers 

Wednesday, May 4 

 5:30 pm  † Tom and Jeanette Fault IC 
  By Franklin & Sylvia Wheatley Fam 

Thursday, May 5 

 10:00 am  † Kay Johnson HV 
  By Tony Johnson 

Friday, May 6 

 8:00 am  † Mike Gullierman IC 

Saturday, May 7   

    5:00 pm    People of the Parish IC 

Sunday, May 8 

 8:30 am  † Jim Fallin   SC 
  By Knights of Columbus 

 10:30 am  † Phyllis Emmick IC 
  By Donna Ogle 

Immaculate Conception Mission Statement 
As people chosen by God through our baptism, the parish of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church is called to make Christ visible in our family, community 

and the world.  We proclaim God’s word in worship, through the sacraments, in hospitality, teaching, repentance, forgiveness and  service.  
Our goal is that all people may come to know and share in the salvation of Jesus Christ. 

A listing of 

online Mass 

locations and 

times are on 

our website:       

icscchurch.org 

You may also join St Columba Live on our  

Facebook page on Sundays at 8:30am.    
 

TV Channels for other Masses  

DirecTV  CH 370 

Dish   CH 261 

Antenna  CH 45 at 6:00am  

https://owensborovocations.com/called-by-name/
https://owensborovocations.com/called-by-name/


Why Do We Do That? 
Question:  Are Catholics allowed to donate their organs? 

Answer:  Yes, Catholics are allowed to donate their organs. In 

fact, the Catechism of the Catholic Church praises this practice 

when it notes that, “Organ donation after death is a noble and 

meritorious act and is to be encouraged as an expression of generous 

solidarity” (no. 2296).  The Church has a series of guidelines for health care 

providers called The Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Services. 

This document helps us see organ donation as an act of charity, but it also 

reminds us that we have to be sure that donations of organs by living donors do 

not “sacrifice or seriously impair any essential bodily function and the anticipated 

benefit to the recipient is proportionate to the harm to the donor” (no. 30); trained 

medical professionals can help to make this assessment. In the case of organ 

donation at the end of life, we must be sure of the intentions of the donor or of 

their proxy are always respected, and that the dignity of the human body is always 

respected.  In the end, we can look to Pope Saint John Paul II and his encyclical 

Evangelium Vitae, where he noted that organ donation is a beautiful act of 

expressing the culture of life, when “performed in an ethically acceptable manner, 

with a view to offering a chance of health or even of life itself to the sick who 

sometimes have no other hope” (no. 86). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Columba Mission Statement 
We, St. Columba Parish, are a living family of God committed to deepening and sharing our faith. We immerse ourselves deeper in our baptism  

to reach out to those in need, call people to recognize their talents and pray for guidance to lead all people to experience the light of Christ. 

Sunday, May 1 

8:30am First Communion SC 

9:30am Adult scripture study  SC 

9:30am Donut Sunday SC 

10:30am First Communion IC 
 

Monday, May 2   

Mower of the Week—David Emmick SC 
  

Tuesday, May 3  

8 am -7pm  Adoration  IC 
 

Wednesday, May 4  

 5:30pm Confirmation  IC 

  candidate/sponsor retreat 
 

Thursday, May 5 

7am –4pm  Adoration  SC 
 

Sunday, May 8 

 9:30am Adult scripture study  SC 

 
 

St. Columba 
Weekly Goal ......................... $2,550.00 

Collection 4-24-22 ............... $1258.00 

       Difference under ........... $1292.00 

Mass Attendance ............................. 76 

 

Week # 1 of 52 

Fiscal YTD Goal .................... $109,650 

Fiscal YTD Actual .................. $129,420 

Immaculate Conception  
Weekly Goal .........................$3,231.00 

Collection 04-24-22 .............$4311.00 

       Difference over ..............$1080.00 

Mass Attendance .................... 70/100 

 

Week # 43 of 52 

Fiscal YTD Goal .....................$138,933 

Fiscal YTD Actual ..................$179,108 

S u nd ay  C ol l ect i on s 

Interested in Mass ministry?  Contact 

Neena and she will be glad to walk you 

thru the steps.  Ministry forms are in the 

back of church and may be completed 

and dropped in the Sunday collection.  

You may also call the church office,   

contact Neena or Fr. Terry.   

(Please note #2 and #3 EM prepare the 

collection for the drop box) 
 

Sunday May 8, 2022 
 

St. Columba  8:30am 

Mass Coord Judy Pate  

Lector                  Steve Basham 

Eucharistic Min 1)Dian Heavrin 

   2)Bob Durbin 

   3)Butch Meriwether 

Altar Servers Dennis Long 

Cross Bearer Bob Durbin 

Greeter/Usher: Shelby Basham 

   Butch Meriwether 

Gift Bearers     Brad Gregory Family 
 

Immaculate Conception 10:30am 

Mass Coord Eva Bulleit  

Lector:                 Ashley Haycraft 

Eucharistic Min 1)Paul Haycraft 

   2)Kenny Woodward 

     3)Gary Elder 

Altar Servers Sebastian Meserve

   Aiden Haycraft 

Cross Bearer Kamiah Haycraft 

Greeter/Usher: Mary/Kenny Woodward   

Gift Bearers Robin/Gary Elder      



 
 
 
 
 

Congratulation First Communicants 
Congratulations to all our First Communicants as they 

receive Jesus for the first time in the Eucharist.  May the 

joy and peace of Jesus present in the Holy Eucharist be 

with you today and always! Thank you to their parents and 

their teachers who helped to prepare them for this special 

sacrament.  From St. Columba: Jaxon Boling, From Im-

maculate Conception: Josey Gaynor, Madelyn Adkins,  

Akenzie, and Able Haycraft and Ailynn Mosby.  
 

Question: What are the "fruits" of holy Communion? 

Answer: The Eucharist, like all sacraments, offers its own 

unique grace. We receive a special share in God's life that 

helps us in our faith journey. We are given all we need to 

sustain and nurture our relationship with God. The Eucha-

rist is the source and summit of the Christian life. Every-

thing we are and everything we hope to become is found 

in this sacrament. It is essential to the life of the church, 

to each member of the church. Without it, there is no 

church. The Eucharist is the center of our spiritual life and 

has enormous effects on our growth, our holiness, and 

our way of life.  The fruits of holy Communion are the ben-

efits one receives from the sacrament. These fruits of holy 

Communion are discussed in the catechism in the article 

on the Eucharist. The primary benefit is union with Christ. 

We become one with him sacramentally, just as we hope 

to become one with him for eternity. The Eucharist also 

separates us from sin, both past and future. It forgives the 

venial sins of the past and, by the love we receive, pro-

tects us from mortal sin in the future. The church commu-

nity is also unified and strengthened by the Eucharist. It 

unites us to the poor and offers the pledge of eternal life. 
 

Cemetery Policy Reminder 
Mowing season has begun. Just a reminder that the policy 

is: All flowers and ornaments must be attached to the head-

stone. Shepherd’s hooks are for hanging baskets only. 

Floral decorations that have become unsightly may be 

removed.  Items or mementoes left on the grass may be 

picked up by the family or may be removed and discarded 

so as not to be in the way of the mower. Please pass this 

word along to your family and friends. Thank you. 
 

Gasper Summer Camp HELP WANTED! 
We need your help!  Camp will be celebrating it’s 15th 

year!  However, we have not had the response for summer 

staff and volunteer counselors that we need.  Please pray 

about a role here at Gasper River this summer.  If you are 

at least one year out of high school, please call our office 

at 270-781-2466 about a paid summer position.  If you 

can give a week or two as a volunteer and are least 16 

years of age, please go to our website and apply as a vol-

unteer counselor www.gasperriverretreatcenter.org   

We'd hate to have to turn away campers because we don't 

have enough young adults and adults involved. Please 

pray that God will provide and help spread the word that 

we need help for this summer. Thanks and God bless.  

 – Ben Warrell, Camp Director 

Mothers Day Blessing  
Next Sunday we will acknowledge and bless our mothers. 

Fr Terry will provide a special blessing and each mother 

will receive a small gift expressing our love and gratitude. 

We will also celebrate our mother’s with a breakfast after 

the 8:30 am Mass at St. Columba.   

 

We extend our sympathy and pray-

ers to the Long Family with the 

recent passing of their daughter 

and sister Debbie Bellwood,  

Daughter to Martha Long and sister to Gary, Denny and 

Ron Long.  May the Lord give them comfort and peace.    

Wednesday May 4th  
5:30pm-8:30pm IC Parish Hall 
Remind your sponsors 

http://www.gasperriverretreatcenter.org

