
 Last week Income  

St. Therese Catholic Church 
Established in 1924; Served by The Missionary Society of St. Paul from Nigeria  since 2000 

 

 1409 6th Street 77630                 Phone: (409) 883-3783               Fax:  (409) 883-4918  
                Email:  sttherese1350@yahoo.com              Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-252-5400               Website:  stthereseorangetx.org  

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 

 Sun. Aug 14 -  Jer 38:4-6, 8-10  Ps 
40:2, 3, 4, 18  Heb 12:1-4  Jn 10:27  
Lk 12:49-53   
 

  Mon. Aug. 15 -  RV 11:19A; 12:1-
6A, 10AB  PS 45:10, 11, 12, 16  1 
COR 15:20-27  LK 1:39-56   

 

Tues. Aug. 16 -  EZ 28:1-10                         
DT 32:26-27AB, 27CD-28, 30, 35CD
-36AB  2 COR 8:9   MT 19:23-30   
 

Wed. Aug. 17 -  EZ 34:1-11  PS 23:1
-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6  HEB 4:12  MT 20:1-
16   
 

 Thurs. Aug. 18 -  EZ 36:23-28                  
PS 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19  PS 95:8 
MT 22:1-14   

 

 Fri. Aug. 19 -  EZ 37:1-14  PS 107:2-
3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9  PS 25:4B, 5A  MT 
22:34-40  

   

 Sat. Aug. 20 -  EZ 43:1-7AB                     
PS 85:9AB & 10, 11-12, 13-14 MT 
23:9B, 10B  MT 23:1-12    

       

Pastor:    Rev. Dr. Donatus 
Mgbeajuo, MSP 

 
Email:  donachrisneo@yahoo.com                     

Contact information: cell (409) 454-3958 
 

Office Hours  
Tuesday thru Friday  

       9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
Lunch 12-1:00 pm 

           1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 

The 20th Sunday in                           
Ordinary Time - Year C 

 

 August 14, 2022 
 

 

“I have come to set the 
earth on fire” 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
 
  

Sunday, August 14, 2022  9:00 am Mass       
      Mr. Mark Thibodeaux  

                      

   Monday Aug. 15th ,  NO Mass                                                                                                                                                 
 

       Tuesday Aug. 16th,  9 am Mass                    
NO intentions 

 

Wednesday Aug. 17th, 9 am Mass                    
NO intentions 

 

Thursday Aug. 18th,  9 am Mass                           
NO intentions  

 

 Friday Aug. 19th, 9:00 am Mass                     
NO intentions  

                            

Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022                         

Reconciliation 2:50 p.m.- 3:50 p.m. 
4 p.m. Mass 

 

    (N.B. You can request Mass to be              
offered for you, your love ones, or any       
deceased or living person.  Speak with the 
Pastor  or call the office to schedule your 
mass intention).   

   Eucharistic Celebration 

 
     Weekends: 

            Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m.  
                       Sunday  9:00 a.m. 

                           
      Weekdays:                                                                                                                   
                   Tuesday-Friday  
                                    9:00 a.m. 

 

        Reconciliation: 
                                  Saturdays      
      2:50 p.m. - 3:50 p.m. 

 

 Thursdays                                                    
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

 

          Adoration & 
Benediction 

        1st Tuesday of  
                   each month                  
      5:30 p.m.— 6:30 p.m. 

 

             
   Exposition & 

 Adoration  Of the 
Blessed Sacrament   

 

        every Tuesday 
at 5:30 p.m. 

 

           
    Infant Baptism: 

 Please contact the             
         Pastor  two months 
  prior to desired  
  date of  baptism 

 

         
 

   Marriage: 
 

             Please call the Rectory 
 six (6) months prior to              
              proposed date   

 PARISH SECRETARY   
 

Cindy Hampton    (409) 883-3783 
 
PARISH COUNCIL  
 

 Lester Popillion, Chairman      
(409) 670-0808      
 

John Semien, Vice Chairman    
(409) 313-0594 
 

Mona Richard, Secretary    
(409) 779-1442   
 

Horace Broussard    (409) 883-7937 
Ina Chavis        (409) 779-4096 
Clifton Richard        (409) 882-4739 
Peter Roberson        (409) 221-1866 
Ralph Wilkes        (409) 553-1451 
 
 

DIRECTOR OF                                              
YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Deacon Melvin Payne  (409) 351-4051 
 

MAINTENANCE & 
GROUNDS  
 

Joseph Ware Sr.       (409) 886-5331 
 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL 
 

Janice Semien           (409) 883-7126        
Sheila Arnold         (409) 313-2062 
Tina Kindle         (409) 238-4447 
Andre’ Robertson      (409) 882-0012 

Attendance  Sat: 13   Sun: 39       
 

Collection 
 

E-giving $      25.00 
Donation $    100.00  
Mass Stipend $      20.00        
Saturday    $    169.00  
Sunday     $ 2,406.00_ 
 
      

   Total Deposit  $ 2,720.00 

            

Appeal for                                  
Catholic Ministries 

 

While we are facing challenging 
times, keeping safe and                   
preventing the spread of the 
coronavirus. God challenges us 
to share what we have with        
others, to make a commitment 
to serving His people, “Building 
the kingdom Together.”  
Through the Church and its 
Faith Ministries  are one of the 
ways we are all called together, 
one parish, supporting  others 
with what we have.  Thank you 
for your support. 
   
 

Chairpersons, Adam & Doro-
thy  Jacobs and Fr. Donatus.  

COORDINATORS OF MINISTRIES 
 

Appeal  for Catholic Ministries          * 
Adam Jacobs &   Dorothy Jacobs  
 

BINGO   * Evangeline Platt 
  

Bereavement /Stewardship                                 
  * Gary Mims         
 

 Director of Youth Ministry                                 
  *Deacon Melvin ayne 
 

 Assistant Director of Youth              
* Jada Semien 
 

Church Cleaning                                                
             *  Ina Chavis  
 

Finance            * Janice Semien                      
  

Hospitality         * Horace Broussard 
         

Lectors             * Office 
 

Life Center      * Adam Jacobs 
 

Maintenance    * Joseph Ware Sr. 
 

Music Director                                                   
* Tina Kindle  
  

Pastoral Council                                                  
              * Lester Popillion 
 

 Social Sunday   * Freda Guillory                     
              1st Sunday each month        
                @ Education Building 

August Birthday List 
         Happy Birthday  to: 
 

Walter Davis  15 
Tyler Rodriquez 15 
Mary Lazenby  17 
Morgan Jackson 19 
Reginald Kindle 23 
Patrick Mims  27 
Horace Broussard 29 
 

Happy Anniversary 
  

Carroll & Mable Durio         5th 
Patrick & Brenda Mims        18th 
John & Tammy Richard        12th 

LECTORS  SERVING                     
 

Saturday’s/ one reader 
 

Aug. 13th   Veronica W. Berry 
Aug. 20th  Felicia Richard 
Aug. 27th   Freda Guillory 
 

Sept. 3rd  Leo Jackson 
Sept. 10th Peggy Green  
Sept. 17th Gary Mims 
Sept. 24th Mona Richard 
 

Oct. 1st     Gary Mims 
Oct. 8th     Mona Richard 
Oct.15th    Leo Jackson 
Oct. 22nd  Freda Guillory 
Oct. 29th   Felicia Richard 
 
Sunday’s/ one reader 
 

Aug. 14th  Wayne Sparrow 
Aug. 21st   YOUTH 
Aug. 28th   Cindy Hampton 
 

Sept. 4th    Eva Platt 
Sept. 11th  Horace Broussard  
Sept. 18th  YOUTH 
Sept. 25th  Freda Guillory 
 

Oct. 2nd    Eva Platt 
Oct. 9th     Peggy Green 
Oct.16th    YOUTH 
Oct. 23rd  Cindy Hampton 
Oct. 30th  Tina Kindle 

NO EXPENESES 



"My mission - to 
make God loved - 
will begin after my 
death," she said. "I 
will spend my             
heaven doing good 
on earth. I will let 
fall a shower of  
roses." Roses have 

been described and experienced 
as Saint Therese's signature. 
Countless millions have been 
touched by her intercession and 
imitate her "little way." She has 
been acclaimed "the greatest 
saint of   modern times." In 
1997, Pope John Paul II           
declared St. Therese a Doctor of 
the Church - the only Doctor of 
his pontificate - in tribute to the 
powerful way her spirituality has 
influenced people all over the 
world.  

PRAY FOR THE SHUT-IN 
 

George Alexander         
Courtney Chavis             
David J. Carey   
Leon Cross  
Lawrence Gant      
Hollis Fain  
Ella Mae Garrett   
Margaret Green 
Mark Mitchell Jr. 
Betty Odom 
Westley Papillion 
Gloria Richard 
Mormon Richard 
Rosa Scott 
Alma C Thibodeaux 

 Attention Everyone 
 
Thanks again to all those who participated in our Great Adventure Bible Study.  
As we discussed at the wrap-up meeting, our faith journey is on-going.  To dis-
cuss the next leg of our journey, can we plan to meet this Tuesday, August the 
16th at 6:00 P.M. in the Family Life Center.  This meeting is open to all mem-
bers of the parish.  Not just for those who participated in the Bible Study.  The 
meeting should not last more than an hour.  Hope to see you there.  Peace of 
Christ, Deacon Melvin Payne 

PRAY FOR THE SICK  
 

Jalen A. Chambers                                
Carroll Durio                      
Mable Durio     
Mrs. Doris Hayes  
Mark Hayes        
Roy Hayes  
Troy Hayes                   
Ruby Milton 
Clayona Pillette  
Felicia Richard 
John Richard Sr. 
Claudine Riggs 
Tiffany Winphrey                    

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Journeys 

 

Road, highway, trail, track, path, trek. These words are often used as metaphors for life’s journey. Today, we are 
invited to think and pray about following Jesus on our journey, which is his, too. 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 38:4–6, 8–10     Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 40:2, 3, 4, 18 
Second Reading: Hebrews 12:1–4     Gospel: Luke 12:49–53 
 

Comment 

 

The prophet Jeremiah’s life was surely not an easy one. He lived in tough times. He faithfully carried God’s messages, 
and he paid the cost for this faithfulness. He was not ignored, of course. He lived in a time when people paid close atten-
tion to the prophets. They were taken seriously. This is what got him in deep trouble, literally. The city of Jerusalem was 
under siege and had been for a long time. The soldiers did what they could to protect the walls. The inhabitants did what 
they could to keep alive, but they were at their wits’ end. It cannot have helped them when Jeremiah said that holding 
out would be futile and that God would hand them over to the Babylonians, who waited patiently and menacingly out-
side the walls. 
 

It is hard enough to tell people the bad news they already intuitively know. The bad news for the city dwellers of Jerusa-
lem is that they will be better off surrendering; it beats dying one by one of starvation and thirst. But to give God the 
power to hand over beloved Israel to the Babylonians … well, that was a new thought. And it just added injury to insult. 
Now, it was not Jeremiah’s vocation to decide on the message from God; it was his vocation to deliver it. So Jeremiah 
delivered the message of the futility of holding out and the further implication that Babylon was God’s servant. Baby-
lon! Well, of course the leaders threw him in a well—a muddy one, at that. Not only was there little food; water, too, 
was scarce. Death was imminent anyway, by siege or out-and-out war. Holding out or fighting it out could be construed 
as honorable. Dying in a muddy cistern was not. 
 

It took a foreigner, Ebed-melech the Cushite (or Ethiopian), to reverse this nonsensical decision. He got help and fished 
poor Jeremiah out of the cistern. So Jeremiah’s life continued, but it continued to be difficult. In the end, Jerusalem did 
surrender, and the people suffered the indignity of the Babylonian exile. Jeremiah, too, was exiled with his people. 
 
Jeremiah must have wished it had not turned out this way. Jesus, too, wishes that the message he brings would not cause 
division and dissention. In today’s Gospel, we are given a rare glimpse into his inner soul. His emotional outburst feels 
as heavy as that in the Garden of Olives and even on the cross. But here, on the way to Jerusalem, the place of his ago-
nizing death, Jesus cries out, “How great is my anguish!” This cry of distress is matched by the clear knowledge that his 
work is to bring the fire that purifies, clarifies. Jesus does not intend harm, much less death. In this, Jesus is in the line of 
prophets like Jeremiah. Or more accurately, Jeremiah is a type or figure of Jesus. Jeremiah who goes down into the 
murky pit is a shadow of Jesus who must go down—be plunged—into his death and thus rise to life. 
 

Reflection 

 

The brief Gospel reading today is part of a loose-jointed collection of sayings, parables, and expressions attributed to 
Jesus as he embarked on his long journey to Jerusalem. Luke has chosen to place much of his Gospel in the setting of a 
journey—a specific, vital journey at that. 
 

The early Church, which was necessarily made up of converts (or unbelievers), faced difficult problems. Those who 
converted not only changed their minds, they changed their lives. This had to have an impact on other lives— parents, 
spouse, friends. Divisions arose. The converts, if they are like us, could deal with intellectual arguments, even hostility. 
But they dreaded breaking the hearts of those they loved. We can be sure that Jesus, on his way to Jerusalem, did not 
cause disunity or division or dissention. But he may have been the occasion for the divisions that occurred. 
 

One’s journey to faith happens like this. Once people met Jesus face to face on the road. Today, we meet him in prayer, 
study, and reflection. We meet him in the person of another—a witness. When this happens, a decision must be made. 
And herein lies the possibility of division. That is the hard part. To decide is not the end of one’s life journey. It is rather 
a beginning, or it portends a fork or bend in the road. 

FOLLOWING JESUS WILL BRING DIVISION – LUKE 12:49-53 
Jesus’ ministry on this earth brought new life. But there would be a very tough 
side to what that new life meant, and Jesus made that very clear.  
 

First, it would mean judgment. 
 

Jesus said: “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were                  
already kindled!”  
 

In the Bible, the image of fire is used to mean division – like people separated from 
each other by a wall of fire. Or it can mean purification – like gold melted down by 
a very hot flame to remove impurities. But most often ‘fire’ refers to judgment, and 
that’s what it means here.  
 

To reject Jesus is to reject God, and therefore to bring down his fire of judgment on 
themselves. “I have come to bring fire on the earth…” He brings the day of judg-
ment,  a judgment which first fell on him and tragically will fall also on those who 
reject him.  
 
Second, it would mean death.  
 

 The thought of the agony of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane as the time and 
place when he wrestled with the cross that lay before him. His prayer and his                 
distress in the Garden are deeply moving. 
 

“‘Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be 
done.’ An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.  And being in 
anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood                
falling to the ground.” (Luke 22:42-44) 
 

Jesus was motivated very differently, motivated by the will of the one who had sent 
him. It distressed him. It cost him. It meant unimaginable pain. But step followed 
step down the road to that dreadful baptism. For us, he faced the terror and gave his 
whole life.  
 
Third, it would mean division.  
 

Jesus  stress the cost of discipleship with these words:  
 

“If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my                 
disciple. And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my            
disciple.” (Luke 14:26-27)[2]  
 

Jesus is not teaching emotional hatred for family members, but making it very clear 
that all relationships must be secondary to following him. Even parents, even a wife 
or husband, even children, even brothers or sisters, none of these could be first in 
their lives . Every loyalty and every love – even of a disciple’s own life – must be 
less than love for him. “Whoever does not carry their cross” – whoever will not die 
to every other loyalty – “cannot be my disciple.”  


