
                                SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME •  FEBRUARY 14, 2021 

Fostering Christ’s Love in Our Lives 

 

 

P A R I S H  S T A F F  

Rev. Robert J. Kyfes ......................................... Pastor 

Rev. Daniel F. Jarosewic……………...Associate Pastor 

Rev. Richard J. Kozak ...................... Pastor Emeritus 
 

George & Nancy Maddock ............... Deacon Ministry 
 

Karen Shifflett…...…..Director of Religious Education 

John Ligda ...................................... Director of Music  

Eileen Santschi…………………….....Financial Manager 

Agatha Kienzle  ....... Parish Administrative Assistant 

Zeljko Krsnik……………………..Maintenance Engineer 

 
W E E K E N D  L I T U R G I E S  

 Saturday Mass  ......................................... 5:15 PM 

 Sunday Mass ............................... 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 
W E E K D A Y  L I T U R G I E S  

  Tuesday -Friday Mass ................................8:30 AM 

Monday & Saturday Communion Service .. 6:30 AM  

* YOU MUST SIGN UP ONLINE IN ORDER TO ATTEND 

MASS.   Registration link is available on our parish 

website stjoehomewood.org.  You can also call the 

office during the business hours.  

 
O T H E R  S A C R A M E N T S 
 

Baptism 

 Sundays at 12:30 PM. Arrangements can be made for any 

Sunday after attending a Baptismal Preparation Session. 

 

Marriage 

 Contact the Rectory at least six months prior to the wedding. 

Please call the Rectory for available times and dates. 

 
R E G I S T R A T I O N  
 New parishioners are invited to register at as soon as possible. 

ww w.st joeho mewood .org  

17 9 51  D i x i e  H i g h w ay  •  H o m ew o o d ,  I L  6 0 4 3 0  

C O N T A C T S  
Rectory…………………..(708) 798-0622; fax: 798-6137 

Director of Religious Education……..(708) 798-6311 

Director of Music ………………….……….(708) 798-8412 

Parish E-mail……………...........info@posjhomewood.org 

Prayer Ministry E-mail…..prayers@posjhomewood.org 

Office Hours: 

Mon., Tues., Wed. & Thurs.………...8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

(BY APPOINTMENT ONLY) 

Some transactions may be done by phone, mail and email.   

https://stjoehomewood.org/online-registration-for-masses
stjoehomewood.org
http://www.stjoehomewood.org
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TO TEACH WHO CHRIST IS 

PROGRESS TO DATE 

     TOTAL PLEDGED…$1,200,009 

  PARISH - COLLECTED TO DATE..$642,647 

  AOC - COLLECTED TO DATE….....$306,000 

  Total……………………….…..…$948,647 

 

  PLEDGED 

 

 $765,000 

 COLLECTED 

WEEKLY OFFERING:  

 FEBRUARY 6-7 
 

     

   Weekend Giving... $7,367.58 
 

   Electronic Giving...$2,120.50 

   ——————————————————— 

   Total .........................9,488.08 
           

   

Budget…........$11,600.00 

  Down….………....-$2,111.92 

 ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: $636.00 

 SHARING: $95.00 
 

  Thank you for your generosity!  

ASH WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 17 

 

“Trace a cross, Lord, not only on our foreheads, but on our 

hearts….” That Ash Wednesday prayer echoes the words from 
the prophet Joel that we will hear this week: ―Rend your hearts, 
not your garments, and return to the Lord your God.‖ Those 
words are particularly poignant this year when, as explained in 
last week’s bulletin, we will not be signing each person with 
ashes; but you will receive a fragment of dried, blessed palm 
which you can burn at home to sign yourself and your family 
members with ashes.  
 

With that in mind, we invite you to begin Lent this Wednesday, 
February 17, by coming to church if you can. There will be four 
opportunities for prayer on Ash Wednesday: the 6:30a.m. Com-

munion Service, a 4:00p.m. Prayer Service, and Masses at 
8:30a.m. and 7:00p.m. However, you must sign up for whichever 
Mass or service you wish to attend, either online at the parish 
website, or by calling the Rectory no later than 4:00p.m. on 

Tuesday, February 16. Absolutely no one will be admitted who 
has not signed up in advance, and our Covid capacity is 135 for 

each Mass or service. 
 

As with other sacramentals, ashes do not confer the grace of the 
Holy Spirit as the sacraments do; but, by the Church’s prayer, 
they prepare us to receive grace and help us cooperate with it. 
Ashes do not make any of us better Christians; prayer does. So, 
even though you will not receive ashes on your forehead this 
year, listen and take to heart the words on which you’ll be in-
vited to reflect: either Repent, and believe in the Gospel or Remember 
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

SSSIGNIGNIGN   UUUPPP!!!   

If you are reading this bulletin 

online, click hereclick hereclick here to sign up for Ash 

Wednesday or visit our website 

stjoehomewood.org 

You can donate to  

St. Joseph Church online at: 

www.givecentral.org 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040548adaa2ba3f85-weekday
stjoehomewood.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040548adaa2ba3f85-weekday
https://www.givecentral.org/location/114/allevents
https://www.givecentral.org/location/114
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LENT  2021 
 

Back to basics is perhaps the best, or at least the simplest, way to describe how the forty days of Lent 
should affect the lives of believers. And what are those basics? Jesus himself identifies them in the gos-
pel we hear on Ash Wednesday: ―When you fast… when you pray… when you give alms….‖ Those 
have long been considered the three ―disciplines‖ of Lent. And discipline is certainly what’s needed if 
we are to make prayer, fasting and almsgiving as central to our lives as they should be. 
 

Prayer grounds us, not only in the discipline of lent, but in every other dimension of Christian life. Lent 
offers us the opportunity to examine how prayer is woven throughout each moment of life, from the 
time we wake to the moment we close our eyes in sleep. Does your day begin with prayer, with words 
of praise for the gift of another dawn? Are prayers of blessing and thanks integral to every meal of the 
day? Does a prayer of trust acknowledge the Lord’s presence beside you at home or work or school? 
Does your day end with petition for the needs of the world and prayers of gratitude for the blessings of 
the day? Do you pray each Sunday with the community—or online these days?  
 

Fasting is the discipline of Lent that helps us make room in our filled and busy lives for the life that 
really matters: our life with and in the Lord. Fasting in the Christian tradition has most often been asso-
ciated with food. But all that the law of the Church demands of us now is that we fast (eat less) on only 
two days each year: Ash Wednesday and Good Friday—and only then if we are of a certain age (those 
regulations can be found elsewhere in this bulletin). On Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent, we 
must abstain from meat—again, if we are of a certain age. But if that is the only fasting we embrace 
during Lent, what are we saying about the importance of our life in and with Jesus? There is probably 
much more that most of us need to do when it comes to fasting. But what about fasting from TV or the 
internet? Abstaining from cigarettes or alcohol? Fasting from laziness or busyness? Abstaining from an-
ger, impatience or gossip? The list could go on and on. Decide this week what fasting or abstaining is 
needed in your life so you can begin to appreciate the life that really matters, in and with the Lord. You 
can find the official regulations on fasting and abstinence elsewhere in today’s bulletin. 
 

Almsgiving—generosity—is the third discipline of Lent. Like prayer and fasting, it is a basic element of 
the Christian life year-in and year-out. Almsgiving is not what we do with our leftovers, but what we 
give from the substance of our lives. Almsgiving is what Christians do before, not after, their own 
needs are satisfied; it is the powerful proclamation of trust in the providence of an extravagantly gener-
ous and loving God. We’re called to give generously and selflessly, not only to our parish community, 
but to those beyond our parish boundaries who are in need of our care and concern. 
 

Each one of us must decide just how (and how much) prayer, fasting and almsgiving will mark our 
Lenten journey. But every parish has a responsibility to provide opportunities for the members of the 
community to live out the disciplines of Lent. Make some or all of them a part of your Lenten journey 
this year. The Lenten Calendar you will find in this bulletin should also be a great help in planning 
your schedule around this pivotal season of the Church Year. The calendar is prepared so that you can 
conveniently post it in a prominent place in your home during these Lenten days. 
 

PRAYER 
Ash Wednesday – February 17: Masses will be at 8:30a.m. and 7:00p.m., and there will also be the regu-
lar 6:30a.m. Communion Service and an additional 4:00p.m. Prayer Service. Reflection time will re-
place the distribution of ashes, and sign-up is mandatory if you wish to attend. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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From Our Pastor 

Lenten Mission – Sadly, there will not be one this year, so you might want to take advantage of online 

missions or other mainline videos you can locate. If we receive suggestions from the Archdiocese, we’ll 

pass those on in the bulletin. 
 

Daily Mass: Tuesday thru Friday at 8:30a.m. There will also be the usual 6:30a.m. Communion Service, 
Monday and Saturday at 6:30a.m.  
 

Friday Way of the Cross: From February 19 through March 26, at 7:00p.m., you are invited to walk 
with Jesus in prayer on his journey to Calvary. Please be sure to sign-up either online or by calling the 
rectory by 4:00p.m. each Thursday. 
 

The Sacrament of Penance: We are still not allowed to use our Reconciliation Rooms for confessions, so 
you need to call either Fr. Dan or Fr. Bob to arrange a time for yourself. Our Lenten Communal Pen-

ance Service will be announced in the next few weeks.  
 

FASTING 
Sadly, the Friday Evening Lenten Fish Fry cannot take place once again this year per Archdiocesan 
regulations. So look again at the section above on Fasting and promise yourself that you will do even 
more during these Lenten days to make room in your life for what’s truly nourishing and important. 
  

ALMSGIVING 
As in past years, the focus of parish giving during these Lenten days will be the Baby Bottle Project in 
recognition of the vital work of supporting expectant mothers and safeguarding the sanctity of life for 
the most vulnerable in our society—the unborn children who need to be welcomed into this world to 
enjoy the life that we all share in the Lord. However, this is just one more of those things that will be 
different this year. For what I think are obvious reasons, we won’t be passing out the baby bottles. In-
stead, there will be a special ―collection‖ during Lent, at a date to be determined, and envelopes will be 
provided for your donations to the Women’s Center. Watch the bulletin for the date of that collection. 
 

So, even with all the limitations on life these days, may this coming Lenten Season still be a time of re-
freshment, renewal and deepened commitment to truly live our baptismal promises in the community 
of the Church and in a world always so very much in need of God’s love and mercy. 
 

Fr. Bob 

CELTIC SPIRITUALITY NOTES 
 

Just in case anyone missed the previous notices about Winter Adult Formation (as some clearly have), 
here’s one last reminder.  
 

Even though we won’t be able to meet in person, the 29 pages of notes are available for those who wish to 
do this on their own or with a friend or two. However, because of the amount of material that needs to be 
copied and collated, I’ve asked that anyone who wishes to have the notes call the rectory to sign up so that 
a set can be prepared for you and we can limit the number of trees that have to give their lives for all that 
paper. There is also a book that you would need to order online if you want to get the most out of this se-
ries as well as an additional book that provides even more background material. 
 

So just give Agatha a call if you want the copies and I’ll give you a call when they’re ready to be picked up. 
 

Fr. Bob 



P a r i s h  o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h  •  H o m e w o o d ,  I L  5  

 

 

 
 

Around the Parish 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021 

8:30am      Irene Leo 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

6:30am    Communion Service 

8:30am      John Bandera 

4:00pm    Prayer Service 

7:00pm    People of St. Joseph 
    

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2021 

8:30am     People of St. Joseph 
 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY 19, 2021 

8:30am     Richard Bandera 

7:00 pm    Stations of the Cross  

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2021 

 5:15pm   Tom McGannon 

    Georgene Spoonhour 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

8:00am     Ann & Matt Lux 

   LaVerne Szypczak 
 

10:30am  George W. Kuzma 

   John Ferguson Work 

MMMASSASSASS   RRREGISTRATIONEGISTRATIONEGISTRATION    
 

It is important to sign up, either online by noon on Fridays or by 

calling the rectory by 3pm on Thursdays. Those who come to 

Mass without signing up can create a long line behind them as 

their name and phone number are written down by the greeter, 

causing their fellow parishioners to stand out in the cold, or even 

in the rain or snow. And if we begin to reach our current maxi-

mum capacity of 135 at each weekend Mass, those who have 

not signed up might be asked to leave, which would be unfortu-

nate but necessary. You’ll be informed if any of these require-

ments change in the future.  

To sign up, visit our website stjoehomewood.org or click on 

the buttons below. 

MASS CELEBRANTS 
 

Saturday,  February 20, 2021 

  5:15 PM      Fr. Jarosewic 

Sunday, February 21, 2021 

   8:00 AM  Fr. Jarosewic 

10:30 AM    Fr. Kyfes 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 14, 2021 
 

 

Sunday: Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/

 Mk 1:40-45 

Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21 [14a]/Mk 

 8:11-13 

Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4, 3b and 9c-10 

 [11b]/Mk 8:14-21 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17 [cf. 3a]/2 

 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5a]/Lk 9:22-25 

Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19 [19b]/Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [11ab]/Lk 5:27-32 

Next Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 

 1:12-15 

Please call the parish rectory, 708-798-

0622, if you would like to schedule a 

mass intention for the year 2021.  

If you would like a 

copy of your sum-

mary of donations 

to Saint Joseph 

Church for 2020, please call the 

Rectory, 708-798-0622. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040548adaa2ba3f85-weekend1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040548adaa2ba3f85-weekday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040548adaa2ba3f85-the630
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Gospel Meditation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

February 14, 2021 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The Church, as a voice of the Gos-

pel, proclaims the sacredness of all 

human life. Everyone created by 

God is fashioned in God’s image 

and has Divine DNA at the center of 

their soul. God never leaves what 

God creates but always remains inti-

mately bound to what he has given 

form. Everyone has a place and because they have received the gift of Di-

vine Blessing, nobody deserves to feel inferior, unworthy, unwanted, un-

clean or marginalized. Even the most broken of souls has a place. We, the 

Body of Christ, have the privilege and responsibility to give voice to the 

voiceless. The cries of the little one in his or her mother’s womb are just as 

sacred as the cries of one who is homeless and hungry. The migrant de-

serves our attention as much as the forgotten elderly and even the pris-

oner, with a heart hardened by anger and resentment, deserves respect 

and dignity. 
 

The Gospel of Life is often hard to swallow, and we would rather keep those 

we consider unclean, different or unfixable in a place by themselves. It is 

hard to see them with us, but they deserve to be. There is far too much vio-

lence in this world and the result of that violence is the assault on human 

life. Many are forced to leave the place they call home in search of safer 

ground, finding few if any along the way who will help them. How different 

today’s Gospel story would be if Jesus gave in to what was politically correct 

at that time. The leper would have been turned away and a soul, already 

beaten down by disease and fear, would have experienced an even deeper 

wound. Jesus wouldn’t have captured much attention from anyone, nor 

would he have mirrored the Father’s compassion and love. 
 

Where do we stand with all of this? Do we at least understand that God’s 

vision is often in conflict with the vision put forth in our world and even the 

one we advance ourselves? There is no doubt that it is incredibly challeng-

ing to find a place for everyone at the table. This challenge is compounded 

when the systems of operation and structure that are so ingrained in us af-

firm power and privilege rather than inclusivity and justice. Everything really 

goes askew when the powerful begin to control who is entitled to wholeness 

and inclusion, and greed becomes a driving force. Prejudice and entitle-

ment raise their ugly heads and we find ourselves with quite a mess. It’s 

time to admit that things have been a mess for a very long time. The mess 

needs to be healed, not by erasing it but by allowing God to touch it and 

make it whole. We need to bring God back to the center of life where God 

belongs. There are no easy solutions to the world’s dilemmas. But, knowing 

that wholeness, healing, and dignity are worthy pursuits, we can more confi-

dently labor to achieve God’s vision.                                           ©LPi 

 
 

THE UNFAILING GOODNESS 

OF GOD 
I have always wondered why 

Jesus told the cleansed leper 

not to publicize how he had 

been healed by the Son of 

God. It’s not that I can’t un-

derstand why Jesus would 

want to keep the matter quiet 

— after all, he knew that as 

soon as people heard, he 

would be mobbed with re-

quests for healings, and his 

movements restricted.  
 

What gets me is the fact that 

Jesus simply must have real-

ized the leper would not listen 

to him. Why give someone a 

command you know they will 

ignore? It’s a complicated 

question, and when I reflect 

on it, I can’t help but connect 

it to another equally compli-

cated question: why does 

God, all-good and all-knowing, 

allow bad things to happen? 
 

Yes, God is all-good and all-

knowing. So when He gives us 

free will, He knows what we 

will do with it. However, He is 

also all-powerful. He can and 

will bring good from any situa-

tion, any tragedy, or even any 

instance where someone ig-

nores Him. 
 

Was it a sin for this leper to 

do other than what Jesus had 

said? That’s a heavy question 

for a Sunday morning! But it’s 

plain to see that, even though 

this man ignored Jesus’ com-

mand, God still used his ac-

tions. How many were brought 

to Christ because of the news 

spread by this leper! 
 

As someone trying to live out 

a stewardship way of life, 

what is God requesting of you 

right now? 
 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  ©LPi 

 

 



P a r i s h  o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h  •  H o m e w o o d ,  I L  7  

 

 

For Your Information 

ARTS & FAITH:  

CARL SPITZWEG ―ASH WEDNESDAY,‖ 1855–1860 

Carl Spitzweg’s ―Ash Wednesday‖ 

invites us into the Lenten season 

with a spirit of introspective piety. 

We meet a downcast carnival clown, 

seated in the corner of a cell, his 

head bent, arms crossed, and face 

in shadows. A clown normally repre-

sents revelry, satire, excess, exuber-

ance, letting go of convention, and 

laughing at life. But here, seated 

somber in a cell, he offers none of 

that. Instead, he sits in a nearly 

empty stone room, the color of ash 

and arid desert, with only a pitcher 

of water as provision. Leaving the 

revelry of Mardi Gras, this clown 

now dwells in the simplicity of the 

Lenten season. 

The Gospel for Ash Wednesday finds 

remarkable expression in the figure 

of this clown. From head to toe, the 

clown is a figure who is made for attracting attention—his antics and costume 

say ―Look at me!‖ In the Gospel, Jesus teaches us to be less concerned with 

how others may see us. In this light, the clown is not just a symbol of Mardi 

Gras exuberance, but also of the ―look at me‖ culture that Jesus warns 

against. Here, the isolation is the attention-hog clown’s genuine moment of 

conversion—the moment of discovering his inner room where he may pray to 

God in secret. 

Spitzweg’s clown is central, but the image’s background tells the rest of the 

story. The clown is bathed in light from an upper window, a subtle sign that 

his prison cell is perhaps instead a place of retreat, repentance, and conver-

sion. In contrast to this upper light is a dark archway, the entrance to the cell. 

The composition of the clown, the window, and the archway forms a narrative 

triangle. The dark archway, directly across from the clown, shows us where 

he has come from. The window above lets in the light, and the rays point the 

way upward and invite the clown toward fullness, possibility, and hope. This 

time for him is a crossroads, a change of direction from darkness to light, just 

as the season of Lent can be for us. 

*To watch Arts & Faith: Ash Wednesday video, click here or visit  

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/arts-and-faith-for-lent/cycle-

b/arts-and-faith-ash-wednesday-ii/ 
 

Commentary is by Daniella Zsupan-Jerome, assistant professor of liturgy, catechesis, and 

evangelization at Loyola University New Orleans;  www.LoyolaPress.com 

 

LENT—40 DAYS OR MORE? 

You have always learned that 

Lent commemorates the 40 

days that Jesus spent praying 

in the desert before his public 

ministry. If, however, you actu-

ally count the days from Ash 

Wednesday to Easter Sunday, 

you’ll realize there are actually 

46 days! What? Yes, there are 

46 days between Ash Wednes-

day and Easter. Because each 

Sunday of the year, however, is 

a grand celebration and com-

memoration of the Resurrec-

tion of Jesus, we don’t count 

them in the 40 days of pen-

ance. There are six Sundays 

between Ash Wednesday and 

Easter Sunday. So, by subtrac-

tion, we are left with 40 days.  

LENT RESOURCES 
 

 

 

 

LENT REFLECTIONS 

Visit our website to join Bp. 

Robert Barron on his journey 

through Lent.  Updated Daily 

www.stjoehomewood.org 

LENT BEGINS 
by Vinita Hampton Wright 

During this Lenten season, the 

hard places in our spirits can 

loosen up and the Holy Spirit can 

flow through our days with more 

lightness and freedom. Every 

instance of spiritual growth must 

have at its beginning an open-

ness to God’s presence and love. 

When we invite that presence 

and say yes, the repentance and 

healing have already begun. 

Click here to watch the video or 

visit https://www.loyolapress.com/

catholic-resources/liturgical-year/

lent/ash-wednesday/lent-begins/ 

 

https://youtu.be/2LGQOb10SoU
https://youtu.be/2LGQOb10SoU
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/arts-and-faith-for-lent/cycle-b/arts-and-faith-ash-wednesday-ii/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/arts-and-faith-for-lent/cycle-b/arts-and-faith-ash-wednesday-ii/
http://www.stjoehomewood.org
https://youtu.be/LT93Dyj_fMU
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/ash-wednesday/lent-begins/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/ash-wednesday/lent-begins/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/ash-wednesday/lent-begins/


8 F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 2 1 •  SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Readings 
 

 
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Sunday, February 14, 2021 

First Reading:  Leviticus 13:1-2,44-46 

The Law regarding leprosy is given to Moses 

and Aaron. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 32:1-2,5,11 

A prayer of contrition and confession for sin. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:31—11:1 

Paul urges the Corinthians to imitate him as 

he imitates Christ. 

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:40-45 

Jesus cures a person with leprosy, who reports 

his cure to everyone. 

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING 
In today’s Gospel, we continue to hear Mark report the miraculous healings that Jesus performed in Galilee. The 

Gospel begins with Jesus healing a man with leprosy. Leprosy is a disfiguring, infectious skin disease that has 

been surrounded by many social and religious taboos throughout history. In 1873, the cause of leprosy, also 

known as Hansen’s disease, was identified. We now know that leprosy is caused by a bacterial infection. Although 

it is infectious, modern medical studies have shown that transmission is more difficult than previously thought. 

Since the 1940s, medical treatments have been available, and the patient no longer needs to be isolated once 

long-term treatment has begun. 

In Jesus’ time, however, religious and social taboos dictated the behavior of those with leprosy and other skin dis-

eases. The Law of Moses provided for the examination of skin diseases by the priests, and if leprosy was identi-

fied, the person was declared unclean. People with leprosy lived in isolation from the community. They were in-

structed to rip their clothes and to announce their presence with loud cries when moving in the community. If the 

sores of leprosy healed, the Law of Moses provided a purification rite that permitted the person to return to the 

community. 

In today's Gospel, the man with leprosy took the initiative, approaching Jesus and asking for healing. In doing so, 

the leper violated the religious customs of the day by approaching a person who was clean. His request to Jesus 

can be interpreted as a courageous and daring act. The confidence of the leper in Jesus' ability to heal him is evi-

dent in the words of his request. But his words can also be read as a challenge to Jesus, asking just how far Jesus 

was willing to extend himself in order to heal someone. While healing the man, Jesus touched him, which also vio-

lated established social norms. This is an important sign of the depth of Jesus' compassion for the man and an 

important statement about Jesus' interpretation of the Law of Moses.  Although Jesus touched the leper, he did 

not break completely with the Law of Moses. He instructed the man not to tell anyone about the cure and told him 

to present himself to the priests as prescribed by the Law of Moses. The first instruction sounds nearly impossible 

to honor. Certainly, the man would want to share the good news of his healing, and his quick improvement would 

require an explanation. The second instruction honors the Law of Moses. 

Mark's Gospel tells us that after this healing, it became difficult for Jesus to travel freely. There are several possi-

ble explanations for this. There might have been concern about the repercussions of Jesus' breach of social and 

religious norms. In touching the man with leprosy, Jesus made himself unclean. Mark's narrative, however, leads 

to the conclusion that Jesus' movement was hampered by his popularity. Despite his instructions, the cured man 

spread the word about Jesus' healing power. Even when Jesus was in deserted places, people sought him out in 

search of his healing.  

© 2021 Loyola Press. All Rights Reserved.  Used With Permission.  www.LoyolaPress.com 

 

THE JOY OF THE JOY OF THE JOY OF    

SALVATIONSALVATIONSALVATION   
PSALM 32PSALM 32PSALM 32   



P a r i s h  o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h  •  H o m e w o o d ,  I L  9  

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
It would be greatly appreciated if you 

would contact the rectory concerning 

changes of your address / phone. 

 

BULLETIN & ANNOUNCEMENT 

SUBMISSIONS 
 

Articles and Mass announcements 

are due by 10 AM on Fridays (eight 

8 days prior to publication date). 

P l e a s e  e m a i l  e l e c t r o n i c 

submissions to: 

bulletin@posjhomewood.org  

Questions regarding the parish 

bulletin/website: 

akienzle@posjhomewood.org   

or (708) 798-0622. 
 

Please patronize the businesses and 

services who advertise in our bulletin. 

Without their help we would not have 

such a communications tool as this!   

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

MARIAN COUNCIL 3761  

www.kofcmarian3761.org  

or you can email Joseph Santschi 

jsanch62@gmail.com  

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO  REGISTER 

WITH  ST. JOSEPH PARISH, 

PLEASE CONTACT THE RECTORY 

OFFICE AT 708-798-0622. 

MEN FOSTERING FAITH GROUP 

 tinyletter.com/stjoehomewoodmen 

or  stjoehomewoodmen@mail.com 

 

Growing with the Gospel 

A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him and said, ―If 

you wish, you can make me clean.‖ Moved with pity, he stretched 

out his hand, touched him, and said to him, ―I do will it. Be made 

clean.‖ The leprosy left him immediately, and he was made clean. 

Then, warning him sternly, he dismissed him at once. He said to 

him, ―See that you tell no one anything, but go, show yourself to the 

priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses prescribed; that will 

be proof for them.‖ The man went away and began to publicize the 

w h o l e  m a t t e r .  H e  s p r e a d  t h e  r e p o r t  a b r o a d 

so that it was impossible for Jesus to enter a town openly. He re-

mained outside in deserted places, and people kept coming to him 

from everywhere.  

mailto:akienzle@posjhomewood.org
http://kofcmarian3761.org
mailto:mailto:jsanch62@gmail.com
tinyletter.com/stjoehomewoodmen
tinyletter.com/stjoehomewoodmen
mailto:stjoehomewoodmen@mail.com
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Body & Soul 

Communion to the Sick 

The Priests, Deacons & Ministers of 

Care will bring Communion to the 

sick & the homebound either at the 

hospital or in the home upon 

request.  Please call the Rectory 

Office to make arrangements, 708-

798-0622. 

Pray for the Sick 
LIZ ADDUCCI 

MARIAN ADDUCCI 

EILEEN ALSEN 

SAM AMUNDSEN 

BABY EMMA AZOGAN 

NOREEN BAKER 

PATRICIA BECERRA 

KARRIE BIEKER 

JOANNE BONER 

BOB BROWN 

JOAN BULF 

STEVE BURKE 

LOU BUTTICE 

MYRA CALZAVARA 

LARRY CAMPBELL 

JOSEPH CHLOPECKI 

MELISSA CHLOPECKI 

MARY CLARKE 

ROBERT CLARKE 

VIRGINIA COLLINS 

JOYCE CONLEY 

ROSEMARY COSIMANO 

ROBIN COYNE 

JIM DAVIS 

EZEKIEL ANGELO DE CASTRO  

ROSEMARY DIMAYO 

FRANK DIVILA 

CHAR DROZDOWSKI 

VALERIE EASTER 

ROBIN B. EGGERT 

ADELINE ENGDAHL 

IRENE FRAMARIN 

RACHEL FRAMARIN 

ALBERT FOUTS 

JOAN FURLONG 

LOIS GEORGE 

JOHN GNEZDA 

ANDREW GUTTER 

BOB HADERLEIN 

DAN HASKE 

JANET HERNANDEZ 

JOYCE HIGHSMITH 

DOLORES JANOWIAK 

JOYCE JANOWICK 

JOHNNY JOHNS 

STANLEY JOHNS 

MARY ROSE KELLER 

SUE KELLY 

JERRY KILLIAN  

TEDDY AND BILL KING 

DON KIRKPATRICK 

ANNE MAHER KOCH 

MARY KOCH 

LAURA KRAUSE 

CAROLYN KRIVANEC 

DENNIS KUROWSKI 

REBECCA LINDSEY 

LINDA LINK 

TARA LINZY 

LORETTA LIPINSKI 

IRMA LOPEZ 

EASON MA 

RUTH & MIKE MADDOCK 

LYNN MARYNOWSKI 

TORI MASZAK 

CAROL MCCLEMENTS 

MEAGAN MCHUGH 

CHRIS MCNELLIS 

JOHN MCCLOSKEY 

THERESA NELSON MILSAP 

MILDRED NELSON 

MADISON MINNICH 

AZAREA MOORE 

JOE MORAN 

EILEEN MORRISEY 

AMY MURPHY 

JEANINE NAPOLI 

CHARLES NELSON 

RICK NYE 

TIM NYE 

CAITLIN O’SHEA 

GERLENE OLIVER 

MIKE ORMSBY 

SUSAN ORMSBY 
KATHLEEN PETERSON  
VERNA POWELL 

CHARLOTTE POWELL 

GAIL PURCELL 

Prayer Ministry 
Prayer requests* can be submitted : 

On the Parish website  

By calling the Rectory and dial 77 

Email: prayers@posjhomewood.org 

*Also, to Add/Remove from the bulletin 

sick list. 

MIKE RACHOWICZ 

MARY REID 

MARY KATHERINE ROHAN 

JOHN SCHMIDT 

MATTHEW SCHURY 

JAY SCOTT  

RANDOLPH SCOTT 

CONNIE SIMMS 

DAVE SINWELSKI 

MARY CATHERINE SMITH 

PAT TAYLOR 

EMMY TIORAN 

GORDON TOMLINSON 

ANTHONY VAN 

ANNIE WARDS 

SILAS WHEELER  

BENJAMIN WICKS 

PAT WILLIAMS 

AMY WINDJU 

TOM WOLKEN 

JIM WRIGHT 

MICHAEL WRIGHT 

ISABEL YOUNG 

JANET ZAIO 
 

 
 

COLOR DENOTES RECENTLY ADDED 

Attention Family Members 
 

After 4 weeks, please notify the 

Rectory if your loved one still 

needs our prayers. 

Prayers for Our Troops 
Please pray for the men and women in 

our Armed Forces. May God protect 

them and return them safely to their 

families:   
 

LncCpl Connor John Anderson 

Pfc Paul Bisceglia, US Army  

Lt. Rebecca Conti-Vock 

Captain Noel Conrad 

Lt. Aaron Deal  

Lt. Thomas Devane  

SCPO Peter Donaldson 

Airman Alex Fuentes  

SF Ranger Christopher John Jones 

Private Arthur Krueger 

Seaman Thomas Krueger 

Pvt. Nathan A. Mach 

Specialist Joshua S. Mitchell 

LCpl Jarod Mizgalski, USMC  

Maj. Samuel Modica, USMC 

Lt. Danielle Peterson  

A1C. Jessica Polacek 

GYSGT Louis Rodriguez 

PFC Anthony Termini 

LncCpl Dillon Thompson  
Airman Gavin Tienstra  

Maj. Jonathan Troutman 

MGYSGT Joseph Unwood 

PFC Alexander D. Urban 

Lt. Col. Kevin J. Walker 

1st Lt. Daniel J. Webb 

Capt. Jennifer Worman 

From Death to Eternal Life.  Please Pray for  

May the choir of angels lead her into Paradise. 

ELLEN M. MCDERMOTT  

http://www.tews-ryanfh.com/obituary/ellen-mcdermott
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