
“We listen to the music of the past so that we can sing in the present and dance our way into the future!” 
 

My Dear and Precious Friends, 
 

Last weekend Saint Joseph Church celebrated its “Legacy Mass”, 
one final opportunity to gather together as a family of faith before 
the unification process brings our three families together into one, 
new family, This weekend, Saint Anne celebrates its final Sunday 
Mass before it joins together with the people of the former parish of 
Saint Joseph. The process of bringing our three former parishes to-
gether concludes as Saint Emeic celebrates its final Sunday Mass 
on November 6th and our three parish families are united at a grand 
celebration of our new parish on November 13th. The Liturgy 
Working Group has been working diligently to plan this great cele-
bration, and with it begins the new reality of our new parish family. 
Our tremendous thanks to all of the volunteers who have been 
working together on our Unification Team and its many Working 
Groups to make the dreams of our new parish family come true. If 
you would like to watch a recording of last week’s Legacy Mass at 
Saint Joseph Church, please visit: 

https://vimeo.com/758953107 
 

Several years ago, Saint Anne formed a bereavement team to work 
closely with families as they came to us in their grief to give their 
loved ones back to our Lord. We helped them plan their funerals, 
and we continued to walk together with them in the days that fol-
lowed. Our team was trained for their new responsibilities over the 
course of three Saturdays by the Catholic Cemeteries of the Arch-
diocese. While we learned so much together during our training 
sessions, one quote stood out in my mind and my heart: “We listen 
to the music of the past so that we can sing in the present and dance our way into the future!” I immediately thought of 
my favorite picture of my last dance with my precious grandmother. Mamoo could barely stand up let alone dance, but 
she did her very best to dance with her newly ordained grandson. Neither one of us knew that it would be our last dance, 

but thank God we found our way into each other’s arms that day, and thank God the wedding photographer was able to 
capture that moment and preserve it for me and my family. 
 

Now, my dear and precious friends, we must find our way into each other’s arms. These past few weeks we have lis-
tened to the music of the past. We have found those precious items that represented our long and storied histories. We 
have poured over the pictures and treasured our memories. We have come together to sing God’s praises at our legacy 
Masses. And now the time has come for us to dance our way into the future. The new reality of our new parish family 
will only be possible if we lovingly dance our way into it in each other’s arms. Yes, the old bricks will still be there. The 
incredible outreach of the Early Learning Center will continue as a ministry of our new parish, helping the parents of our 
community love and care for their children. And because the Early Learning Center will remain open, our new parish 
family will have access to a wonderful meeting hall complete with a kitchen that will help us cook up great food for the 
parties of our future together. And even though regular Masses will no longer be celebrated there, the church will remain 
available for our new parish to use when it is needed to further the ministerial outreach of our new parish family. We 

have indeed been blessed by the music of our past! It is with tremendous love and joy that we sing God’s praises to-
gether here and now, and it is with great hope that we hold each other in our arms and dance our way into our new future 
together, a future that God in His awesome love has prepared for us! 
 

In Awe and Wonder of the Power of God’s Love and His Divine Mercy, 
your friend and brother always, 
 

Please remember to watch and subscribe to “Father Ralph’s Neighborhood” on YouTube 

 

https://vimeo.com/758953107

