
This weekend, the 32nd Sunday in ordinary time, liturgical year C, St Emeric campus celebrates ―its legacy 

mass‖ – final mass, one final opportunity to gather as a family of faith before the Unification process 

brings our three families together into one, new family.  Before us, St Joseph and St Anne celebrated their 

legacy Mass respectively on October 16th and 23rd.  On November 13th at the 10:30 am Mass at our new 

worship site at St Joseph campus, our three families will gather for our unified mass, and with it begins 

the new reality of our new parish family.  Our tremendous thanks to all of the volunteers who have been 

working together on our Unification Team and its many working groups to make the dreams of our new 

parish family come true.  
 

Today, in the first reading, we heard a tale of seven brothers and their mother being arrested and tortured.   

In their deep peril, their faith is steadfast.  No matter how much they are brutalized, they do not cease to 

proclaim their belief in the Lord.  Faith is what strengthened them in their ordeal.  
 

I understand this is a bittersweet reality.  Some of you had been members of St Emeric for a very long 

time. Some have memories dated back to its inception through grandparents, parents, and relatives.  So 

many memories of marriage, baptism, first communion, confirmation and funerals etc. are connected to 

this building.  Some of you have recently joined our parish family from a closing parish and now you will 

have to move again.  Some maybe anxious about the unknown future.  All these can trigger all kind of 

emotions.  We will always face hardship in this life.  There will be questions we cannot answer, and situa-

tions we will not understand.  We cannot deny these things, but we can face them confident of the victory 

Christ has won for us.  
 

However weary we may be, we gather around this table to remember this victory.  Christ offered up his 

very body for us, and he defeated death forever with his resurrection.  We are called to this table, week 

after week, to be fed by this belief and to find strength and endurance on our journey together.  May we 

always remember that the Lord has great things in store for us. 
 

Allow me to repeat here a beautiful phrase by Fr. Ralph Zwirn in his article for the legacy mass at St 

Anne: ―we listen to the music of the past so that we can sing in the present and dance our way into the fu-

ture!‖ These past few weeks we have listened to the music of the past.  We have found the precious items 

that represent our long history.  We have poured over the pictures and treasured our memories through the 

wonderful display in our school hall.  We have come together to sing God’s praises at our legacy masses. 

Now the time has come for us to dance our way into the future.  The new reality of our new parish family 

will only be possible if we lovingly dance our way into it in each other’s arms.  
 

I am inviting you to stay open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit in our lives and our journey of spiritual 

renewal. Jesus is asking all of us—in light of our Baptism and Confirmation—to work with the Holy 

Spirit in new and creative ways to:   

Make Disciples; build Communities; inspire Witness. 

 

In Christ,  

 

Fr. Edmond  

 


