
Rejoice with joyful song … Here is your God … he comes to save you. 
 

Dear parishioners,  
 

This past Sunday we celebrated “the legend of Saint Nicholas” in our parish. It was a wonderful celebration. The 

kids listened to the story of Saint Nicholas. Some were running up and down the aisle; at the end, their shoes were 

filled with goodies. And they had a very joyful time together. There are a few pictures in the bulletin to give you a 

taste of the celebration. After the story of Saint Nicholas was read to them, they shared some interesting insight of 

what it meant to them and what they are invited to do in return, that is, being nice, sharing with the ones in need. We 

thank the organizers for bringing the spirit Christmas into our hearts of our children.  
 

As we continue our journey through Advent, it’s not uncommon to hear the word “preparation” and think of the 

decorations, parties and presents.  Advent can be a whirlwind of “to-do lists” and events to attend. We may have 

passing thoughts of the Incarnation – the birth of Christ. But taking time to really reflect on the implications of Ad-

vent demand that we be intentional about making time for this. We must be attentive to what the Holy Spirit is re-

vealing in our hearts and minds about a God who loves us so deeply that he humbled himself to be become one of us 

born as a baby in Bethlehem.  Today is one of those intentional days. Today we celebrate Gaudete Sunday – Re-

joice Sunday. The pink candle on our Advent wreath, signifying joy, burns bright as we fill this sacred space in joy-

ful song because our God draws near.   
 

Both the first reading and the Gospel provide us with the reason for our rejoicing – God is coming to save us. When 

Jesus comes, as he said in the Gospel, the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. These acts are miraculous not only in 

their physical healing, but in their ability to be a healing balm in our deepest need.  Even if we do not have any of 

the physical manifestations Jesus mentions, we are blind, lame, deaf, impoverished and in need of cleansing in our 

heart and spirit. These words of sacred Scripture are talking about our liberation. They are speaking to each of us. 

Life in Christ is a life lived in liberation from that which is hindering us from being fully alive.   
 

As we await in joyful expectation of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we are also waiting for the unification of the ministries 

of our new parish. The staff is aware of the desire many have to see the unification of our ministries, finances, web-

sites, staff etc. completed soon. There is a need to see that our online presence corresponds more to our new name 

and parish reality. However, as it was pointed out in last Sunday bulletin, some aspects of the unification may take 

more time than we anticipated because we need to work with federal and state agencies in accord with the Archdio-

cese to complete the process. Once again, we ask for your patience. It is with patience that our waiting can become 

more bearable. Here are the four points of last Sunday bulletin as reminder: 
  

 In order for us to get to know each other better and to help facilitate our unification process, we invite and encour-

age everyone to wear a name tag when you attend weekend Masses. This will help all of us feel more and more 

like one family as we are able to call each other by name. 

 We are working to bring our parish finances into focus. Now that our parish has its new name, we can open new 

bank accounts in the new name of our parish, and file with the IRS for our FEIN number. Until this process is 

fully completed, and it may take until the spring for that to happen, please continue to make checks for your dona-

tions payable to Saint Anne, Saint Emeric, or Saint Joseph. 

 We are also working to create the new online identity for our new parish. We need to secure a new domain name 

and, once that has been secured, we will be able to begin to create the new online presence for our parish. Please 

be patient as it takes time to change web sites and our various social media sites properly. 

 We are in the process of collecting contact information for the members of our parish ministries. Please be aware 

that you may be contacted by a member of our parish staff seeking to update and verify your contact information. 
 

See you in Church! 

Fr. Edmond  

 

 

 


