
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall name him 

Emmanuel..”  
― Isaiah 7: 14 

 

My Dear and Precious Friends, 
 

Because Christmas falls on Sunday this 
year, we have been given the gift of a full 

fourth week of Advent. Seven more days 
to prepare ourselves for the celebration of 

this great feast! Every year, the scriptures 

for the Fourth Sunday of Advent focus on 
our Blessed Mother Mary. May I suggest 

that we spend this gift of seven days 
deeply in prayer with and to our Blessed 

Mother, reflecting on her unique role in 
the history of salvation, chosen by God to 

be the bearer of His only Son into our 
world. Perhaps you would enjoy praying 

the rosary each day, either focusing on 

the Joyful Mysteries, or moving through all 
20. I find praying the rosary one decade 

at a time throughout the day a wonderful 
way to stay immersed in the tremendous 

love of our Blessed Mother. Perhaps you 
have a special devotion or litany that you 

pray, or maybe you would like to explore new devotions to Mary so that you can add them to your regular prayer 
life. This week presents a great opportunity to grow ever more deeply in love with our Blessed Mother as we 

prepare to celebrate the coming of her son into our world. However you might decide to spend these next seven 

days, I pray that you will find time to be with our Lord in prayer through the love of Mary! 
 

As we enter this final week of Advent, we thank everyone who has helped assure that our preparations for 
Christmas have been well underway these past three weeks. Our children and their families enjoyed a wonderful 

visit from Saint Nicholas thanks to the efforts of our young people and our youth ministry team. And our 
Guadalupanas gave us a wonderful fiesta in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe, who is revered as the patroness of 

the Americas. As these last days of Advent are upon us, we ask that you please be sure to make plans to join us for 
our special Advent Reconciliation Service on Tuesday evening, December 20th, at 7 o’clock. Because of our 

schedule of Masses on Christmas Eve, this will be our last opportunity to receive the sacrament before Christmas. 

Masses on Christmas Eve will be at 4 p.m., 6 p.m., and 10 p.m. Masses on Christmas Day will be at 8 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m. Confessions will be heard on New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31st, at 4:30 p.m. New Year’s 

Masses in honor of Mary the Mother of God will follow our regular weekend schedule, with Masses on Saturday at 
5:15 p.m. and on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. We pray that you will be able to join us as we celebrate our first 

Christmas and New Year’s together as a new family of faith. 
 

If you are traveling to be with family over the Christmas holiday, please know that you and your family will be kept 
in our Christmas Masses and prayers in a special way. If you have family traveling to be with you here over the 

holidays, please be sure to welcome them to join you for Mass. Our musicians and choir have been working hard to 

prepare an exceptionally beautiful program of music for us, and our Art and Environment team have also been 
hard at work making our church especially beautiful for our Christmas celebrations. Our heartfelt thanks to 

everyone who is working so hard behind the scenes to make these days so festive for us all! May this Christmas fill 
our parish family of Saint John Neumann with the Hope, the Peace, the Joy, and the Love of the Child of 

Bethlehem, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. O Come, Let Us Adore Him! 
 

In Awe and Wonder of the Power of God’s Love and His Divine Mercy, 
your friend and brother always, 

Please remember to watch and subscribe to “Father Ralph’s Neighborhood” on YouTube 


