
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

How absolutely shocked and dismayed the people must have been when Jesus first told the 

story in today’s parable. How absolutely shocked they must have been when they heard that the  

“good guy” in the story, the one who helped the man in need, was not a Jew, but rather a Sa-

maritan, an outsider so hated by the Jews.  
 

The people knew what the law said, “you shall love your neighbor as yourself” because this was 

already in the New Testament. But what it meant there was: you shall not take revenge and 

cherish no grudge against your fellow-countrymen. That is, when they said “neighbor” they re-

stricted its meaning to their own fellow-countrymen. So Jesus challenged them to think out the 

box.  
 

To appreciate the profound meaning of what Jesus says in this parable, we have to remember 

that Jews and Samaritans didn’t get along, and hadn’t for almost a thousand years. Disputes 

over how they worshipped, to what was the proper relationship with pagans, had intensified 

over the centuries to the point that each side ended up doing appalling things to the other. Jews 

had destroyed Samaritan cities; Samaritans would attack Jews as they made their pilgrimage to 

and from Jerusalem – the “road to Jericho.” The animosity was so deep that they avoided each 

other at all costs. Jews would go through the much more difficult, challenging task of crossing 

the River Jordan to avoid walking through a Samaritan town in their travels. Calling someone a 

Samaritan was on the same level as saying they were possessed. 
 

The new truth Jesus was presenting to them  was that the “neighbor” is not restricted to one’s 

own fellow-countrymen, but rather it is extended to all, even to our enemies; that even a de-

spised Samaritan is a good neighbor in the eyes of God simply by helping those in need regard-

less of who they are. The only requisite is need. 
 

We pray for the grace to put aside our differences and help those who are in need of help. 

 


