
LET US MAKE TIME TO BE IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD. 
 

In the beginning of Chapter 18 of Genesis, God comes to Abraham in human form, as three 

travelers.  Sensing he is in the presence of God, Abraham greets his three guests as “Sir,” or 

Lord, and shows them hospitality.   
 

God has revealed himself as a trinity of persons to Abraham.  Abraham is informed that he and 

Sarah will receive an answer to their greatest prayer – to become parents.  In the same chapter, 

we learn that Sarah is beyond child-bearing years and has never had a child, but Abraham trusts 

in the Lord and his faith is greatly rewarded.     
 

Hospitality is also the focus of today’s brief Gospel from Luke.  Jesus has stopped at a village a 

short distance from Jerusalem.  He is visiting the home of Martha and Mary, the sisters of Laza-

rus.  Martha and Mary have very different ideas about how Jesus should be welcomed into their 

home. 
 

Traditionally, today’s Gospel story has been interpreted to mean that a quiet life of contempla-

tion and prayer, personified in Mary, is superior to a busy life of activity and action, personified 

in Martha.  I doubt this is the case.  Jesus did not intend to disparage Martha and her activity, 

but rather to show that hearing the word of God is the foundation of all action, that the word of 

God must permeate all other concerns.  Jesus himself exemplifies this.  Before undertaking any 

mission, he would go to a deserted place and pray.  
 

This is an important and challenging lesson for Martha and for all of us.  We can become so 

busy – so distracted and overwhelmed with the affairs of daily life – that we sometimes find it 

hard to make time to be in the presence of God or to find any peace when we do so.  Making 

time to go to Mass, participate in eucharistic adoration, or pray at home requires two things – 

sacrificing the time and whatever else we could be doing.  Abraham’s sacrifice was rewarded 

and so was that of Mary of Bethany.  We, too, seek to find that balance between prayer and la-

bor, doing all things for God’s glory and for the good of others, for God will not be outdone in 

generosity.   
 

Talking about hospitality, I would like to thank the staff and parishioners of St. Anne Church 

for hosting our first Unity Mass this past Saturday.  It was a wonderful celebration with great 

participation from our two other churches.  I was pleased to see people who usually do not at-

tend Saturday evening mass at the Unity Mass.  Kudos to you!  I am looking forward to seeing 

you at our remaining Unity Masses.  
 

Thanks to the hard work of our gardening team, this week our parish has received a “Business 

Beautification Award” from the Homewood’s Beautification Committee.  I commend the team 

for their continuous work of keeping the plants and flowers around our parish beautiful. Thank 

you!  This, too, is hospitality.  
 

Fr. Edmond 

 


