
“And people will come from the east and the west and from the north and the south and will recline at table in the 

kingdom of God. For behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” 
 

My Dear and Precious Friends, 
 

Doors and doorways are usually taken for granted in our modern world, unless you are disabled and need to get through 

them on crutches or while in a wheelchair or using a walker. When I returned to my home after my four month stay in a 
nursing home, there was one room in my house that needed to be modified: my bathroom. I had my handyman install 
grab bars so that I could safely get on and off my toilet and into and out of my shower. However, with the addition of 
the grab bars, the door to the bathroom had to be removed. Now I live alone so modesty was not an issue for me, but 
when visitors come to see me and ask to use the bathroom, they are a bit taken aback by the lack of a door. Fortunately, 
the bathroom is at the end of a hallway in its own little corner of the house, but still in all the missing door is a cause for 
pause. Visitors aside, the missing door is what makes it possible for me to use my bathroom with independence and 
safety. 
 

In the days of our Lord Jesus, there were no interior doors at all. The one doorway was the entryway to the home. The 
door did not swing open and closed on hinges, nor did it lock and unlock with the ease of turning a knob. At the end of 
the day, the doorway was secured by the efforts of several strong people who would hoist a large, heavy wooden plank 
into place over the opening to the house and, while it was held in place, others would secure it with large, heavy cross 
beams. Opening and closing the door was a time consuming and labor intensive task, but a very necessary one in order 
to keep those inside safe from thieves, brigands, and other evildoers. At the end of the day, you definitely wanted to be 
on the right side of the door, safely inside with your family and friends. 
 

In the days and months to come, we must not take the doors to our new parish for granted. The Lord calls upon us to 
welcome people as they come to join us from all across the vast area that encompasses Country Club Hills, Hazel Crest, 
East Hazel Crest, and Homewood. When they arrive, we must work diligently to make sure that they will find open 
doors and a warm welcome. Moreover, we must recognize that there are many people who are searching for our Lord 
and His Good News that do not even know where our doors are! We need to reach out to them in ever more creative 
ways so that they can join us as we pray and as we play together. This invitation to join us must be up close and per-
sonal. No amount of advertising can ever substitute for one on one contact with those we encounter in our day to day 
lives. When we meet, we should be seeing the Lord in them, and they should be seeing the Lord in us. As the wisdom of 
our faith reminds us, we may be the only copy of the Gospel that some people will ever get to see! 
 

As our Unification Team and its various working groups begin their all important work for the future of our new parish 
family, please do everything in your power to help them open the doors to our 
new parish to all those who need to find their way to the kingdom of God. As the 
hymn calls upon us, “Let us build the City of God! May our tears be turned into 
dancing! For the Lord, our Light and our Love, has turned the night into day!” 

This is the great work that has been given to us. Please give generously of your 
time and your talent so that people can find their way to our doors, and when 
they arrive, that they will find our doors open wide! It was Pope Saint John Paul 
II who first called us to “Be not afraid! Open wide the doors to Christ!” That 
clarion call has since been embraced by Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis, 
and now we must embrace it with all of our hearts! Please do everything in your 
power to open wide our doors to Christ! 
 

As I continue to settle in to my new role as your associate pastor, I am so very 
grateful to the many people who have gone out of their way to help me feel so 
very welcome and at home, especially as I navigate my way in and out of our 
doors and up and down the stairs of our sanctuary. Your kind words of welcome 
have meant so very much to me! I am convinced that because of your love and 
care, everyone who finds their way to the doors of our new parish will find them 
opened wide, and will find their way to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 

In Awe and Wonder of the Power of God’s Love and His Divine Mercy, your 
friend and brother always, 

 


