
“Which of you wishing to construct a tower does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if there is enough for 

its completion? Otherwise, after laying the foundation and finding himself unable to finish the work the onlookers 

should laugh at him and say, „This one began to build but did not have the resources to finish.‟” 
 

My Dear and Precious Friends, 
 

As we celebrate this Labor Day weekend, we pray that God will continue to bless the work of our hands. We pray for all 

of those whose work on our behalf in so many different ways makes our life as we know it possible. And we recognize 

that God’s work of creation is still very much alive and ongoing, and that He needs us and the work of our hands to con-

tinue His own work and His plan for our salvation! 
 

I can never read this weekend’s Gospel without thinking of a building that all of us grew up with, a building that was not 

just started but was seven stories tall, a building that was supposed to be a hotel but stood, unfinished and eventually 

abandoned for 37 years on the 5800 block of Harlem Avenue. Beyond being an eyesore, it had become a real danger for 

the community as it housed gang and drug activity at its worst, and even at its best provided a very dangerous play-

ground for the youth of the area. Promises were made and broken as year after year went by and one owner sold to an-

other, and another. Ultimately, finally, after 37 years, the building was torn down, 
 

The saga of this unfinished work demonstrates the danger that can result from work that is left incomplete. While this is 

probably the most dramatic case that I have experienced, there have been other less dramatic examples that I have lived 

through. One of my favorite little neighborhood breakfast spots decided that they needed to expand to accommodate the 

growing number of their customers. Unfortunately, due to construction cost overruns, the work could not be completed, 

and the best little breakfast place in the neighborhood now is no more. There is a very real danger that comes from not 

fully planning for the work that God has given to us, work that must be completed if we are to help each other find our 

way together on our pilgrim journey to His Kingdom. 
 

God has given our new parish family work to do, critically important work that will bring all of us together into the new 

reality that He has planned for us. Three families of faith will become one new family, but this will only happen if we 

first sit down together to carefully plan our work. We must carefully lay the foundation for our new parish to ensure that 

we will have all of the resources that we need to bring this important work to its completion. And we need to recognize 

that our work really is never finished. God needs us to continue our work with Him to make his Kingdom come, to see 

to it that His will be done. To this end, our Unification Team and its many working groups are already hard at work. It is 

more than fitting on this Labor Day weekend to ask our Heavenly Father to pour out His Most Holy Spirit upon all of 

us, and most especially upon our brothers and sisters who are working so hard to make the new reality of our new parish 

family come alive with faith, with new hope, 

and most of all with tremendous love. Let us 

do everything we can to support and encour-

age our brothers and sisters by adding the 

work of our own hands to the work of theirs. 

Let us respond generously to the call to con-

tribute our time and our talent to these all im-

portant efforts. Let us give thanks to God for 

calling upon us, each in our own way and to 

the best of our abilities, to work together with 

Him as He continues His never ending work 

of Creation. On this Labor Day, let us pray 

that God will bless the work of our hands, and 

the hands of all those who work so hard with 

and for us on our journey! 
 

In Awe and Wonder of the Power of God’s 

Love and His Divine Mercy, your friend and 

brother always, 

 


