
January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

On April 25, 2022, following consultation with the Presbyteral Council of the Archdiocese of Chicago, 

Cardinal Cupich issued a decree establishing a new parish through the extinctive union of St Joseph Parish 

(Homewood), St Anne Parish (Hazel Crest), and St Emeric Parish (Country Club Hills).  By decree on Novem-

ber 11, 2022, the union of the three parishes was given the permanent new name of St John Neumann Parish. 

 

With the Renew My Church process, a number of factors were considered for the future of parishes    

including declining worship attendance trends, declining operating income, sufficiency of income for foresee-

able needs of the parish(es), and maintenance and capital needs and the ability to meet those needs, and the debt 

they would incur.  Also, the arrival of the novel coronavirus pandemic of COVID-19 diminished some           

segments of the economy, materially and negatively impacting the financial well-being of the Archdiocese, the 

new parish, and many families.  There is concern for the long-term economic survival of many institutions. 

 

A significant factor is also the rapidly declining number of priests.  This is due not only to the increasing 

age of priests, but also lack of vocations.  Since 2016, only 43 men were ordained priests for the Archdiocese, 

and only 24 are currently preparing for priesthood for the Archdiocese at Mundelein Seminary.  These trends 

will not sustain the 205 diocesan parishes.  (These facts and figures for the year ending 2021 are    included in 

the Data Composite Book, located on the Archdiocese of Chicago’s website, archchicago.org/about us/data   

composite book). 

 

Also, many people today do not know Jesus Christ and often reject Him and His Church without     

knowing who He really is.  Many believers in the Church also have a weak sense of who Jesus is and what it 

means to follow Him as a disciple.  We cannot assume that faith will automatically be handed on to a new     

generation.  A recent Gallup poll showed that belief in God among Americans is at 81% -- an all-time low.    

Currently, according to Pew Research, almost 30% of U.S. adults identify as religious “nones” -- those who are 

religiously unaffiliated.  Renew My Church includes a mission of evangelization.  For we need to respond to the 

challenges of our present age with hope and creativity, with new energy and commitment. We must proclaim the 

Gospel in new ways. 

 

Renew My Church decisions were made after consulting with parish leadership, parish Unification  

Committees, pastors of parishes involved, and prayerful evaluation of the communities involved.  After this  

consultation process with St Joseph, St Anne, and St Emeric, it was discerned that continued use of all three  

parishes was not feasible.  Therefore, retaining St Emeric Church as a place of divine worship imposes a        

financial burden on the new St John Neumann Parish due to operational, maintenance, and capital needs         

associated with St Emeric.  The mission of evangelization of the new parish would be made difficult. 

 

If maintained for parish use, the St Emeric Campus would require capital repairs of $1,100,000 

($272,000 for the church alone).  The sale of the St Emeric Campus would benefit the mission of the new parish 

with ready cash proceeds, which are to be utilized for evangelization and ministries.  Parishes cannot continue 

to focus budgets and income on property needs.  The St Anne Campus is continuing because the Early Learning 

Center is an ongoing ministry of our new parish family and part of it is located on the second floor of the 

Church building. Even though  regular Masses will no longer be celebrated there, the church will remain    

available for our new parish to use to further our ministerial outreach. And because of that, we will have access 

to a wonderful meeting hall complete with a commercial kitchen attached to the church. 
  

 
(Continued on page 2) 



NOTE: the new parish of St John Neumann will not absorb any debt from any of the 

three legacy parishes.  The following information was submitted to the Vatican for canonical 

purposes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Edmond 


