
S a i n t  J o h n  N e u m a n n  P a r i s h     

“Just so, your light must shine before others, that they 

may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly 

Father.” (Mt 5:16) 
 

My Dear and Precious Friends, 
 

Next weekend our parish family will be joining with 

parishes all across the Archdiocese of Chicago in 
conducting the Annual Catholic Appeal. Our focus has 

been turned inward for a long while now as we have all 
been working so very hard to create one, new parish 

family from our three families of faith, families which we 

have supported with tremendous love and devotion over the years. Now that same love and devotion has come 
together in our new parish family of Saint John Neumann. We have come a long way, and we have a long road still 

ahead of us. But now, as the holy season of Lent approaches, we are being asked to shift our focus from our own 
immediate needs to the needs of our archdiocese as a whole. We are by no means wealthy, but neither are we 

poor. We are being asked once again this year to prayerfully consider how we can make a contribution to the 
Annual Appeal that will touch so many lives in so many ways in the year ahead. 
 

Where will the money we contribute to the Appeal go? How will it be spent? While we are all familiar with the 

disclaimer that says “past performance is no guarantee pf future results”, last year 143 parishes received a total 

of $8,876,788.00 from the Annual Catholic Appeal. 21 parishes in our own area, Vicariate VI, received money from 
the Appeal. While fully one third of that money went to parishes and schools that were facing financial challenges, 

it is also important to note that fully one quarter of that money was returned in the form of rebates to parishes who 
exceeded their Appeal goals. The Annual Catholic Appeal helps to provide annual scholarship support to thousands 

of Catholic school families eligible for financial help. Our support puts a faith-filled, academically excellent and 
supportive education within reach of families that might otherwise not be able to afford to send their children to 

their parish school. Our contributions go to support Special Religious Development ministries that are essential in  
helping differently-abled parishioners grow in faith and engage fully in their parish. SPRED assists parishes in 

identifying the needs of persons with developmental disabilities and provides the best tools and training to serve 
their members. Our contributions fo the Appeal also support the Kolbe House Jail Ministry which serves individuals 

and families whose lives are being affected by our criminal justice system. Kolbe House provides rehabilitative 

programming and seeks to promote restoration and reconciliation through outreach, support, and accompaniment. 
And your support for the Appeal reaches beyond our archdiocese to help those in need around the world. For the 

past 79 years, Catholic Relief Services has represented our Church’s healing presence worldwide. Without regard 
for religious affiliation, CRS promotes human development by responding to major emergencies, fighting disease 

and poverty, and nurturing peaceful and just societies. Through the Annual Catholic Appeal, the generosity of the 
people of the Archdiocese of Chicago supports this vital ministry. Our Holy Father has reminded us that young 

people are not the “future” of the church, they ARE the church! With this admonition in mind, our contributions 
also go to support the Pope Saint John Paul II Newman Center which provides a welcoming, faith-filled 

environment to UIC students as they encounter the pivotal moments, big questions, and decisions that college 

brings. The center offers service opportunities, bible study, and other formation events that nurture a strong faith 
community on campus and a place to learn more about our Lord Jesus and our Church. 
 

And so my dear and precious parish family of Saint John Neumann, we pray to God’s Most Holy Spirit for the gifts 

of Charity and Love, that we might look with Awe and Wonder upon the many profoundly important ministries of 
our archdiocese and support them as we have the ability to do so. We reach out to others even as we reach out to 

the members of our own parish family, continuing together down the road to our future, a future that God in His 
infinite wisdom and providence has prepared for us! Even as we put our arms around each other in love, our hands 

reach out with that same love to share what we have with those who are most in need of our support. May God 

reward you for your generosity! 
 

In Awe and Wonder of the Power of God’s Love and Divine Mercy, your friend and brother always, 
 

Father Ralph can be reached at (773) 599-9476. 
Please remember to watch and subscribe to “Father Ralph’s Neighborhood” on YouTube 

 


