
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.” (Leviticus 19:18) 
 

My Dear and Precious Friends, 
 

This coming Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the first day of 

Lent. Even though Ash Wednesday is not a holy day of 
obligation, it is a day that sees the faithful go out of their 

way to receive the mark of ashes on their foreheads, a sign 

for themselves and for all who see them that we are dust, 
and unto dust we shall return. Ashes are a dramatic sign of 

our desire to change our hearts and souls completely, 
turning away from sin, dying to our old self and rising to new 

life in Christ at Easter. There is no more complete or 
dramatic change than to be burned to ashes. The ashes on 

our foreheads were once branches of palm. That palm, 
literally burned to ashes, symbolizes the complete change of 

mind and heart that we set out to accomplish on our Lenten 

journey. Through our threefold Lenten discipline of prayer, 
fasting, and alms giving, we strive to change our lives, to 

repent of our sins, and to believe in the Good News. We 
invite you to join us for Masses and the many special Lenten 

devotions that this holy season brings to our parish family. 
Together may we die to our old selves and rise to new life! 
 

Our parish, along with every other parish in the archdiocese, 

has been undergoing radical change through the Renew My 

Church process. So many volunteers have worked so hard to 
bring our parish families together, and so many more 

volunteers are now working to make that new reality alive 
and vibrant. Saint John Neumann must not just be a new 

name, it must be a new spirit of worship, praising God with a new joy, a new hope, and a new vision for our future. 
In order to give our unification teams the best possible chance for success, we need your help. Beginning on Ash 

Wednesday and continuing throughout the season of Lent, we ask you to take a few minutes to go online to 
complete the Disciple Maker Index Survey. Every parish family across the entire archdiocese will be taking part in 

this survey. It is a proven instrument that has been used in dioceses across the country, giving individual parishes 

a clear picture of the needs of their parishioners as well as giving the diocese as a whole a clear picture of the 
needs of its parishes. Once completed, the results will be shared with all of us. We will be able to see what course 

we should set for the future of our parish family. It will give our unification teams a clear sense of direction as they 
work to establish the new reality of our parish. And it will give that same clear vision to the Cardinal and our 

Bishops as they work to take full advantage of the new opportunities that the Renew My Church program will 
provide for us as an archdiocese. 
 

In order for the survey to be as effective as possible, we need as many of you as possible to participate. People are 

always asking themselves what they can do for Lent. Our Holy Father has written on numerous occasions that it is 

not what we “give up” for Lent that makes a difference in our lives and in the lives of those around us, but rather 
what we choose “to do” for Lent that will change our lives and make a real impact on the lives of those around us. 

Last weekend, our PADS ministry made an appeal for more volunteers. As the work of our new parish family 
continues to move forward, we will need more ushers, lectors, eucharistic ministers, choir members, cantors, altar 

servers, and, well, you get the picture. This Lent, make a prayerful decision “to do” something more for our new 
parish family. And please be sure to sit down with your computer, your tablet, your smart phone, or your pen and 

paper and take the Disciple Maker Index Survey. What you choose “to do” for Lent will make our future a reality! 
 

In Awe and Wonder of the Power of God’s Love and Divine Mercy, your friend and brother always, 
 

Father Ralph can be reached at (773) 599-9476. 
Please remember to watch and subscribe to “Father Ralph’s Neighborhood” on YouTube 


