
 
“If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you are saying, 

„We see,‟ so your sin remains.” (John 9:41) 
 

My Dear and Precious Friends, 
 

Happy Saint Joseph Day! Happy Saint Patrick Day! Happy Laetare 

Sunday! This is a wonderful weekend to celebrate our faith as on 
the one hand we can “take a break” from Lent as we celebrate 

these two great saints and on the other hand we are called to 
“double down” on our Lenten disciplines of prayer, fasting, and 

almsgiving, rejoicing (laetare) that Lent is halfway over and our 

celebration of Easter is fast approaching. 
 

And so, may I once again ask you all to complete the “Disciple 
Maker Index” survey as soon as you possibly can. Your investment 

of a few minutes of your time will help us shape the future of our 
parish family. As your Dean, Bishop Perry, the Vicariate Team and I 

have been working with the pastors and parishes in our area that 
are in various stages of implementing their plans to build the “new 

reality” called for by the Renew My Church process. The logistics 

of bringing together our various legacy parishes to form our new 
parishes is painful but concrete. Now that all of our parishes have 

completed this logistical stage of the process, the long and much 
more complicated process of building the new reality of our new 

parishes has begun and will continue for years to come. Sadly, 
what we are seeing is many parishes mistakenly believing building 

that new reality is just putting their old reality on “life support”: 
“Let’s fill our pews with more people to participate in our same old 

way of celebrating liturgy.” “Let’s get more people motivated to 

sing the same old song to the Lord.” “Let’s get more kids into our 
religious education programs and schools and then teach them the same old lessons that ultimately leave them 

bored and uninterested in their faith and in our church.” Obviously this is a recipe for disaster and failure. Our   
pastors and parish leaders need a spark of new life and inspiration to truly build a new reality for our new parishes. 

It is our hope that, seeing the results of the Disciple Maker Index survey. they will be inspired to boldly let go of 
what has failed in the past to embrace a new reality 

filled with the joy of the Gospel, the love of God, and true 
faith and hope in the power of building our personal   

relationship with our Lord Jesus. How best to do this? 

We need you to tell us! As of this writing, our parish has 
only completed 71 surveys. We only have until March 

31st to do our part to speak loudly and clearly to the  
future so that we can take our parish off “life support” 

and instead breathe into it new life and new hope for a 
new future together. Thank you to those of you who have  

already completed the survey, and I beg those of you 
who have not done so to please take a few moments of 

your present to help shape our future for years and 

years to come! 
  

In Awe and Wonder of the Power of God’s Love and    
Divine Mercy, your friend and brother always, 

 

 
 

Father Ralph can be reached at (773) 599-9476. 

Please remember to watch and subscribe to “Father Ralph‟s Neighborhood” on YouTube  

 


