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St. John theBeloved Disciple Parish
Parish Offi  ce Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Th ursday 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

phone: 636-296-8061 | fax: 636-296-8067
Clergy

Rev. Daniel G. Shaughnessy, Pastor frs@sjiparish.org
636-464-1013 x104

Rev. Jonathan R. Ruzicka, Associate Pastor jruzicka@sjiparish.org
636-464-1013 x116

Msgr. Gregory R. Mikesch, In Residence

Rev. Mr. Larry Nava, 
Permanent Deacon

Retired

Parish Staff & Volunteers

Carol DuBuque, Administrative Assistant offi  ce@stjohnimperial.org
636-296-8061, x4

Donna Siebenmorgen, Offi  ce Volunteer

Teresa Zwiener, PSR Director tdmini50@gmail.com
314-277-2601

Gary Boyer, Facilities

Judy Kauzlarich, Music Ministry 314-808-1186

Larry Buechel, Music Ministry

Greg Th ompson, Worship Team GregT84@hotmail.com
314-620-3255

Stan Gross, Parish Cemetery 314-809-0407

Councils

Gary Dierks, Parish Council 314-401-0549

Mike Hess, Finance Council

St. Joseph Parish
Parish Offi  ce Hours: M-F: 7:30 am—3:30 pm | 636-464-1013

Parish Administrative Staff

Kathy Larson, Communications Director klarson@sjiparish.org | x112

Karla Owensby, Business Manager kowensby@sjiparish.org | x103

Rachel Schoenberger, Administrative Asst. rschoenberger@sjiparish.org | x102

Heather Selsor, Corpus Christi Center Manager hselsor@sjiparish.org | x111

For a complete listing, please visit https://www.sjiparish.org/staff 

Did You Know?
Th roughout the All Th ings New strategic planning process in the Archdiocese, each parish 

named several Key Parish Leaders who were involved in many meetings and off ered 
input. We thank Cullen Brokaw, Gary Dierks, Peggy Haberberger, Rich and Cathleen 

Horst, and Gary Pryzgoda for their dedicated service over the past year.
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Ministry
Schedule

Sept. 16
4:00 pm

Sept. 17
7:30 am

Sept. 17
10:00 am

Lector 1 M.L. Kopp D. Swaller  D. Seyer

Lector 2  T. Schrader G. Th ompson K. Brandon

Mass Intentions

Tuesday September 12, 2023

6:30 pm Doris Schneider

Wednesday September 13, 2023 

8:00 am Al Swaller

Th ursday September 17, 2023 

6:30 pm Mike Shannon

Friday September 15, 2023 

8:00 am Travis Anselman

Saturday September 16, 2023 

4:00 pm Pendergast Family
Sunday September 17, 2023 

7:30 am

10:00 am Clarence Smith

Wedding Anniversaries
Congratula  ons to our parishioners who 

celebrate wedding anniversaries this week.
9/11:  Dave & Chris Brouk
 George & Vicki O’Neil

    May you have many more years together!

Birthdays this Week
9/10:  DJ Bullington, Bryan McGraw, Robin Augusta,

Jason Chrzanowski
9/12:  Sarah Gasior
9/13:  Dawn Gross, Miranda Wood, Jeremiah Weinrich
9/14:  Alex Blecha
9/16:  Patrick Gasior, Charles Ludwig 

     God’s blessings be yours on your special day!

Due to holiday offertory will be updated next week
Current Fiscal YTD

Offertory
Total collected $

Amount needed
Surplus or shortage

Special collections
St. Vincent dePaul

Archdiocesan $

WOMEN’S ACTS RETREAT
Ladies hopefully you have thought and prayed about 
the retreat on Oct 5-8, 2023. As there is limited 
space, it is important to get in your registration as 
soon as possible. Flyers are in the offi  ce if needed.  
Take a leap of faith and put yourself in God’s Hands.
Have No Anxiety at All…the God of Peace Will Be 
With You.
Th ank you and if you have any questions call Gloria 
Swaller at 636-287-4333
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From the Desk of
Fr. Jack Ruzicka, Associate Pastor

To the Parish Family of St. Joseph and St. John the Beloved:

about getting old is rememberin’ when you was young.”
In “Th e Edge of Sadness,” Fr. Kennedy refl ects on the 
meaning and worth of his priesthood now that his 
younger years are behind him. His reputation now 
carries the burden of his fall into alcoholism and sub-
sequent leave of absence for recovery. He sees his local 
community changing, and not always for the better. He 
wonders if his priesthood is still valid and useful as he 
sees younger men rise up and do what he once did. He 
now has to navigate living with a naïve, over-zealous 
(and slightly annoying) associate. He wonders if his 
years of experience can be valued and appreciated in a 
church enamored with the young and vivacious clergy.
Here, I will quote at length one of the most profound 
passages in the novel. It’s not a spoiler! In this excerpt, 
Fr. Kennedy refl ects on the death of his father:

And so my father died. … Every day and every night I had 
prayed that he might be allowed either the miracle of 
recovery or the blessing of a happy death. These prayers 
were not answered. My father did not recover, and he died 
witless and in pain. … Here is the old, baffl  ing problem that 
has always been with us and will be un  l the end of  me: 
the problem of reconciling pain and suff ering with an om-
nipotent and merciful God. But here it seems to me we deal 
with something reason cannot reach, and with that part of 
man that reason does not touch, for when someone stands 
fi xed and helpless before another’s suff ering … the cool light 
of reason may not be of much help. A syllogism does not 
support a mother who has seen her baby burned. And here, 
I think, faith comes in. … The point is that if one accepts God, 
one accepts him totally, accepts what he does and what 
he permits. One accepts it, but one does not necessarily 
understand it. Surely it’s a ques  on of vision, for as we are, 
we can see, but only to the corner; we cannot begin to see 
the whole design.

While the questions asked in this novel are heavy and 
deep, the fi nale is beautiful and hopeful. Edwin O’Con-
nor is an incredibly empathetic and insightful author. 
Every question and every dilemma is treated with 

In this installment of Ruzicka Recommends, I rec-
ommend the novel, “Th e Edge of Sadness,” by Edwin 
O’Connor (particularly the edition published by Loyola 
Classics). Th is is one of my top fi ve favorite novels of all 
time. I read this for the fi rst time in the seminary and 
again, recently, as a priest. While I appreciated it the 
fi rst time around as a seminarian, I value it all the more 
as a priest.
Th e novel details the life of Fr. Hugh Kennedy, a re-
covering alcoholic, who returns to his priestly ministry 
in Boston. He is now the pastor of Old St. Paul’s, a 
lackluster parish that was once grand – an assignment 
that is, at best, undesirable. He ekes his way through a 
humdrum and ordinary life as the shepherd of a parish 
with nothing to do. He is middle aged and is starting to 
refl ect on his life.
Th e most powerful theme in this novel is dealing with 
the drama and reality of old age. Th e main characters in 
this story are not young and spry; rather, they’re sea-
soned, nostalgic, and contemplative. Th e enthusiasms of 
their youth have given way to the thoughtful musings of 
life’s meaning and the impact they’ve made on the lives 
of others. Th is is a reality that I, as a young man, can 
only reverence from afar – but will later come to under-
stand.
Th is novel reminds me of a poignant line from the 
lovely fi lm, “Th e Straight Story,” directed by David 
Lynch (which I also recommend! ). In this movie, Alvin 
Straight (an older man nearing the end of his life) trav-
els many miles to reconcile with his estranged brother. 
Along the way, he meets various people, creates memo-
ries, and shares wisdom and insights from his own lived 
experience. One evening, while sitting around a camp-
fi re with a group of boisterous youngsters, a young man 
teasingly asks, “So, Alvin, what’s the worst part about 
getting old?” To which Alvin replies, “Th e worst part 
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reverence and respect. I fi rmly believe you will emerge 
from the pages of this novel with deeper empathy and a 
renewed love for life. O’Connor shows us, with piercing 
clarity, that it is often when we are at the edge of sadness 
that we discover – or perhaps rediscover – the immense 
joy of knowing God and being known by Him.
So…grab yourself a cup of coff ee, a comfortable chair, 
and a copy of “Th e Edge of Sadness”! You will not regret 
this read. Until next time, happy reading! God love you 
and God bless you!
Respectfully yours,

Parish School of Religion (PSR)
PSR will be held on Sundays

from 8:45-9:45 am. Th e parish website has the 
registration form and yearly calendar available; please 

visit https://saintjohnimperial.org/psr-program 
 for information. If you have questions, please contact 

Teresa Zwiener at tdmini50@gmail.com.

St. John-St Vincent de Paul 
Conference will be collecting 

donations for the Walk for the 
Poor after Masses on 
September 16 & 17.

This is our largest fundraiser.
Thank you for all your support!

During the month of July 2023, our conference was able 
to help the following individuals:

184 (adults 135- children 49)
Gas cards- 10 families ($250)

Sav-a-lot vouchers- 29 families ($870)
Food pantry distribution-29 families

UTILITY ASSISTANCE PROVIDED:
   Rent- $5178.63 (10 families)

    Water- $171.13 (1 family)
    Ameren- $313.65 (2 families)

    PP tax- $405.56 (1 family)
    Misc-$1390  (15 families). Vouchers to thrift store)

Offi  ce supplies. $50.40
Food for pantry. $292.41

SJBD-SVDP DEPOSITS
$1870- weekly envelope donations

$1702.38-twin donations from other conferences 
Our SVDP conference is blessed to have consistent and 

generous support from our parishioners. 
Your generosity makes it possible to assist the needy in 

our neighborhood.  

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist
Since it has been some time since we regularly 

scheduled Ministers of the Eucharist, please call 
the offi  ce if you are interested in helping with this 
ministry. A training/retraining may be off ered in 

the near future.

Th e SJBD FORMED Team will present two 
new course off erings starting in September. 
Registration forms may be picked up and re-
turned to the SJBD Parish Offi  ce lobby.

Lectio Salvation: 
New Life In Christ

Friday mornings, 9:00-10:30 am starting 
9/15, cost $9 for course materials.

Eternal Rest
Th e Art of Dying Well and Grieving With 

Great Hope. 
Monday evenings, 7:00-8:30 pm, starting 

9/18. Cost $15 for course materials.
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Football Boosters Underway
Our most important fund-
raiser annually is our SJBD 
Football Boosters. They 
are now available for you 
to take, purchase, and even 
better, sell to others. The tickets are now available 
in the Parish Offi  ce and after the weekend Masses 
in the church lobby.
Cost is $25/ticket—the same as last year. Th ere will 
be 18 weeks of drawings and nine winners will split 
$1,000 per week. In 2022 we sold 1,952 Boosters 
and are hoping for 2,500 this year. As we all work 
together and with the assistance of our football part-
ners, we can do this. So far, 1,016 tickets have been 
sold for a total of $25,400.

Basket Raffl  es Round #72 has concluded. The 
winners were not available for publication due to 

an early bulletin deadline for Labor Day.
Basket Winners Round #71

Congratulations to our winners!
Pet Basket: Gerri Little

Precious Moments Basket: Terri Schrader
Kitchen Basket: Kris Clerkin

Kid’s Basket: Connie Sanders
Revenue from the Basket Raffl  es 

through Sunday August 27, 2023.

 Round #71 $316.00
Round #72 $186.00

Total to Date $1,498.00

Knights of Columbus Council 2333 
American Red Cross Blood Drive

Tuesday, September 19, 2:30-7 pm
Corpus Christi Center at St. Joseph Parish
For appointments go to redcrossblood.org

Search for our drive or use sponsor code 
SJCCImperial or call Bob (314-704-8068)

 or Janet Hermann (314-304-4238)
Walk-ins are welcome

To save time visit redcrossblood.org/rapidpass on the 
day of the drive to complete pre-donation reading and 
health history. Th e Rapidpass is also available on the 

American Red Cross app.
Your donation is a special gift of life 

to those who need it!
Th ank you!

August Quilt Winner

Mary Gross is the quilt winner for August.
Congratulations Mary!

Follow Us Online!
Web: : www.saintjohnimperial.org

Facebook: 
h  ps://www.facebook.com/profi le.

php?id=100067771129696 
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Please pray for the sick and suffering...

Please pray for those in the military...

Andrew Bornholdt, Jack Dawson, Chris Degenhardt, Richard Frisch III, 
Nick Luaders, Justin Moffi  tt, Mathew Rigden, Andrew Roussin, Daniel 
Roussin, Matthew Roussin, Blake Sikes, Brett Vennemann, Aaron Vogt, 
Joshua Vogt

Donald & Jimilie Agnew, Rachel Allen, Kenny Allgeyer, Angela & 
Ashley Alt, Bea Arnold, Ross Augustin, Abby Bader, Barbara Bader, 
Joey Bader, Olivia Baese, Ben Barton, Judy Barton, Gary Battles, 
Millie Baumann, Barbara Bequette, Mary Bequette, Teresa Biehler, 
Guyla Bills, Shirley Blecha, Keith Boyer, Noreen Boyer, Wayne 
Brewer, Barb & Ron Buchheit, Alvera Byrne, Rich Byrne, Cathy 
Castro, Ed Chott, Manny Contreras, Ryan Cross, Linda Dickens, 
Erika Downey, Linda Eagle, Jason Eastman, Marvin Eaton, Frank 
Egbert, Agnes Farrar, Thomas Finn, Mike Fowler, Tina Gearon, Ed 
& Marjorie Gordan, Geri Gossett, Toby Gossett, Cheryl Greener, 
Betty Gunter, Mary Jane Heilich, Cory Hicks, Austin Hill, Elijah Hill, 
Catherine Hornsey, Paula Hyrnik, Ruth Jensen, Ron Jordan, Jr., Ron 
Jordan, Sr., Tim Jordan, Joyce Keller, Colleen Khoury, Stephanie 
Kohler, Rose Korando, Patsy Lange, Ava Laposha, Ellie Laposha, 
Kim Lawrence, Larry Lehr, Evenly Martin, Jeanne Mason, Francine 
McGraw, Robert Miller, Judy Nanna, Michael Nichols, Theresa Nee-
dles, Mary Odenhal, Joan & Sheldon O’Rourke, Chris Peters, Roger 
Pleis, Anna Redmond, Lance Reilmann, Brenda Reppell, Bob Ruoff , 
Dominic Santone, Bill Schneider, Kathleen Schneider, Diana Schwal-
bert, Jean Schwartz, Rosie Seiler, Art Seyer, Kelly Shanks, Debbie 
Sorocko, Donna Spencer, Joe Stabile, Ruth Stabile, Carrie Steiber, 
Megan Taylor, Mark Travers, Margie Thomas, Paul Vandeven, Addie 
Wade, Edward Wade, Zoe Wade, Elizabeth Ward, Therese Weiding-
er, Claudia Weiler, and nursing care residents.

Eucharistic Adorers Needed

After the 8:00 a.m. Mass and Mother of 
Perpetual Help Devotions thru Closing and 

Benediction at 4:00 pm

Extra coverage needed during the morning 
especially between 10 and 11:30.

Visitors and drop-ins are always welcome.
Questions: Contact Joe Scalise
Worship Team, 314-922-4634.

Bulletin Submission 
Instructions

Th e bulletin must be submitted 
to Liturgical Publications each 

week by Tuesday at 2 pm. Since 
the parish offi  ce is closed on 

Mondays and Fridays, the dead-
line for submitting items for the 
bulletin is Th ursdays at noon. 
Any person or ministry who 

wishes to submit something for 
the bulletin may send it directly 
to bulletin@sjiparish.org or may 
drop something off  in the parish 
offi  ce. If sending by email, please 

make sure the text is editable, 
either a Word document or in 

the body of the email, but not a 
pdf. Th e team involved in pre-
paring the bulletin would ap-

preciate it if each email includes 
information on just one topic 

so that we can keep track of the 
topic and the publication dates. 
Th is process allows us to fi le the 
submissions and prevents any 

oversights.
Th ank you for your assistance.
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
 Jon Becker

 
jbecker@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2536

Turning 65? 

ON MEDICARE 
AND HAVE A 
QUESTION?

Contact 

Judy Erslon 

Parishioner 
EXECUTIVE SENIOR SERVICES 

314.650.2714

Anna Barbic
Realtor | Parishioner
314.602.1457
636.464.3222
abarbicelite@gmail.com

EXIT ELITE REALITY

AIR CONDITIONING • HEATING
Service since 1978

Dave Lennox PREMIER DEALER
We Service All Makes & Models

11010 Gravois Industrial Ct. St. Louis

314-756-9444
or Toll Free 877-508-7132
www.scottleeheating.com

4551 Old Hwy. 21
Shady Valley

(636) 282-4235
www.fscb.com

Learn answers to The 
10 Most Common 

Medicare Questions. 
Free EDUCATION ONLY 

seminar for people 
preparing for Medicare.

Food and Beverage, 
as well as valuable 

information, on 
Saturday, September 30th AT 

THE PAVILION AT LEMAY 
305 Gregg Road, 

Lemay, MO 63125
First Seminar at 1pm  

or Second Seminar at 2:30pm
Call or Text:  

314-650-2714 
if special accommodations  

are needed.




