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Becoming John the Baptist
accepting the call to prepare the 

Way for Jesus 
Advent can take us way beyond preparing for Christmas. It 
certainly does prepare us to be open to the gifts that come 
with this season. It is a season of hope and expectation. We 
encounter what happens when we taste our longing and can 
say, “Come, Lord, Jesus” at a deeper and more personal level. However, Advent can also draw us into the mystery of 
being not only “preparing” but to become one who is called to prepare the way for Jesus, in our world, for others.
Looking at John the Baptist
John the Baptist is given to Elizabeth and Zachariah, and to us, as a
Hebrew testament prophet. He comes in order to be a precursor. He is the
one who steps right out of the message of the Prophet Isaiah to prepare a 
way for our God to save us - in the midst of the wilderness, the wasteland - 
wherever there is hopelessness. His message is that the mountains aren’t too 
high, the valleys aren’t too severe for  our God to come and save us - to be 
with us. He comes to make it clear that  he himself is not the promised one. 
He is only to announce and prepare his way. He calls for repentance and offers 
forgiveness. He comes with power to speak the truth to those who would 
be threatened by the good news.  And, John pays a prophet’s price for his 
discipleship.
Becoming John the Baptist
Advent is a time for us to hear the call - ultimately which comes from Jesus - to prepare his way. We are sent 
before him to the non-geographical places where the good news of Jesus hasn’t been heard or where it is no 
longer accepted. Pope Francis tells us - in the Joy of the Gospel - that we share the good news best by our actions, 
more than by our words. Our inner joy, made manifest in our freedom to witness our joy, in our service for 
others, evangelizes, that is, it credibly announces the good news of our salvation in Jesus. We tell people about it 
best when we look like we believe it, and we look like we believe it because we live it.
We become those who prepare the way for faith, through our core relationships and in our families, when we 
witness our faith in Jesus. Perfectionism, harshness, judgements, the pointing finger never brought anyone closer 
to Jesus. Yet, this is too often what “being religious”looks like to others. Our role in preparing the way for Jesus 
is to announce, to witness, to show how full of joy and how free we are by the personal relationship we have with 
Jesus. It is the exact opposite of being “self-righteous”or “impatient”. We “proclaim the death of the Lord until 
he comes”when we look and act like loved sinners. When we know we are forgiven and saved by God’s mercy in 
Jesus, we are not only free from our own self-centeredness, but we become courageous in loving as we have been 
loved. We become compassionate. We have the heart of Jesus for others. We are the people who keep the door 
open, even when it seems there is no hope that someone will return. We become more merciful. We hear the
cries of those in need and we reach out and stand on the side of those in need.
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Weekend Mass & Word/Communion Services
Date Location Time
Saturday,  Dec 24 Holy Family

St. Raphael 
Queen of Angels U

3:00 pm
6:00 pm
8:00 pm

Sunday, Dec 25 St. Raphael U
St Alberts U  

9:00 am
11:00 am

	 	 		Mass
	 	 		Sunday Celebration in 
                                    Absence of a Priest

U
U

X
U



Prayer Intentions of the 
Holy Father for December

  Special Intentions: Pray the Rosary 

Weekly Calendar
Monday, Dec 19
Tuesday, Dec 20
      12:10 pm:  Mass Intention:John & Sarah Etchart
  by Steve & Michele Page
      6:30 pm: Adoration & Rosary

Wednesday, Dec 21 St Peter Canisius
    12:10 pm: Mass Intentions:Helen Krejci
  by Jane Allen
     5:15 - 7:00 pm: Grades PreK -5th Religious Education   
     6:30 - 8:30 pm: Grades 6-12 Youth Group

Thursday, Dec 20
      11:00 am: Adoration and Divine Mercy Chaplet
      12:10 pm: Mass Intention:Joan Beede
  by Her Family 

Friday, Dec 23 St John of Kanty
      12:10 pm: Mass Intention:Corey Johnson
  by Steve & Michele Page

Saturday, Dec 24 Christmas Eve
      5:30 pm: Christmas Carols
      6:00 pm: Mass Intention:Frances & Philip Wanner
             Gil & DeLores Gilchrist
   by Craig & Jane Gilchrist

Sunday, Dec 25 Nativity of the Lord
      8:30 am: Rosary
      9:00 am: Mass Intentions: Needs of the Parish

Discussion Questions of the Week

Lord, please hear these prayer intentions of 
your faithful people... 
Cindy Taylor, Larry Grant, Audrey Prescott, 
Paulette Knaff, Megan Schaefer, Roger 
Wagner, Joe Rennick, Cindy Christenson, 
Gary Smith, Shelley Welter & all who are in 
need of our prayers....

Volunteer and Not-For-Profit Organizations
We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations 
committed to human development find people 
dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek 
out new paths to international cooperation.

Christmas Flowers
We are collecting money for 
Christmas Flowers. Some of you 
may have gotten an envelope in 
your packets. If not & you want to 
donate, please put in the memo of 
your check “christmas flowers”. We 
also have a place on Online Giving 

for Christmas Flowers. If you have names of loved ones you 
have lost & would like to have them listed, please put with 
your donations.

Blessing of a Christmas Tree
Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us as we illumine this tree.
May the light and cheer it gives be a sign of the joy that fills 
our hearts.
May all who delight in this tree come to the knowledge and 
joy of salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Book of Blessings

 

 
BECOME A KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS BEFORE CHRISTMAS! 
Through our charitable programs we: 
Put coats on kids, Feed hungry families, Support Seminarians and Support our pastors 

Help men become better fathers and Catholics: 
Deepen faith with Evangelization and Faith Programs, Aid and Support after Pregnancy Program 
(A.S.A.P.) and put diapers on babies 

BECOME A KNIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS! 

We need your help! 
Join us today and receive a beautiful 2022 KNIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
ornament.   

Join the Knights today at www.kofc.org/joinus 
Or use this QR code: 

 
 

Life Question: What life choices are you glad that you 
slept on and weighed prayerfully? How do you know 
when God is inviting you to gamble your comfort for a 
greater good?
Gospel Question: What ideal qualities of a husband 
and father does Joseph embody?
Youth Question: When have you seen Jesus in another 
person? How do you share your happiness? What did 
you do this week to prepare for Christmas?

St. Raphael’s Sacrificial Giving
Last Weekend $2,963
Nov Donations $15,757

Nov Expenses $15,915

Nov Totals $-158

Fiscal Year 22-23
Income:  $75,637
Expenses $75,141
       Total $3,496



Stewards Of the Week

Word of Life 2022

Patron Saint of: 

 Quiet Moments of Reflection

Living the Word - Dec 18

Liturgy Training Publications

“Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant 
unexpectedly. As someone who has been there, I 
encourage you to support your friend in her new 
journey of being a mother.” Learn ten tips at 
respectlife.org/support-her.
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
“10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly 
Expecting”

Jesus & Mary both have many names given to them. But 
what about Joseph? As a family, do some research about 
names for Joseph. Make a card to add to your prayer 
table with some of your favorite names for Joseph 
written beautifully on it. 

St Peter Canisius: Catholic press

These ceremonies which are used in the 
administration of the Sacraments, each 
of which we receive as delivered and 
entrusted to us through the hands of the 
fathers, must especially be retained and 
observed with great devotion.
   St Peter Canisius

christmas mass schedule
Chirstmas Vigil - Saturday, December 24
 Holy Family 3:00 pm
 St Raphaels 6:00 pm
 Queen of Angels 8:00 pm
Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25
 St Raphaels 9:00 am
 St Albert’s 11:00 am

Travel for Faith is 
selling Christmas 
magnets. They are 
available at the 
parish center.

Meal Prayers for Advent and Christmas
All-powerful God,
Look kindly on us, bless this table, and unite us to all people 
everywhere who wait for the coming of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, the Lord. Amen                                                  
Eternal Father,
we praise and bless you for the goodness you show us at this 
meal and throughout this season. Be with us as we celebrate 
the fulfillment of your promise in the coming of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

Welcoming Rockford Sugg in Baptism
Rockford William Sugg was born on April, 28th to Levi & 
Bobi Sugg. He joins his sister Shayne and brother Rivers.
He was baptized last Sunday. We would like to welcome him 
into our church family. Congratulations!!!

Youth Group / Food Bank
The Religious Education and Youth Group are collecting 
food for the Valley Community Emergency Food Bank on 
Wednesday the 21st. If you have anything to donate you can 
drop off at the office or kids can bring to Christmas Party. 

All of you that help shovel snow at all four parishes are the 
stewards of the week. We don’t always see you out there 
clearing the sidewalks from snow and ice. Somedays it would 
be very scary to walk out on the sidewalks & driveways. We 
would like to thank you for all you do and your Stewardship!!!!

What is Stewardship for our churches: We work in both 
the practical and spiritual to help make our churches true 
communities of faith and vibrant sources of service to the 
larger community. We reach up to God, in to our local church, 
then out to the community around us. We aim to joyfully 
give generous support — with our time, money, prayers and 
personal service — to honor the LORD and bless others.

Liturgical Ministry Schedule

Sunday, Dec 25,  9:00 am
Sacred Host: Deacon Ed Malone
Lector: Kim Monson
Altar Servers Rex Monson, Dexter Monson
Hospitality: Laurel & Annette Wageman

Mass Coordinator: Annette Wageman
Prairie Ridge Sheila Vosen-Shorten

Sacred Host Deacon Ed Malone
Lector Megan Schaefer
Altar Servers Amelia & Ella Gilchrist

Hospitality Craig Gilchrist, Teresa Tade
Mass Coordinator Craig Gilchrist
Dec 27-ValleyView Mary Sugg

Saturday, Dec 24, 6:00 pm



Parish Office Hours
Monday thru Thursday

10:00am to 4:00pm 

Pastor: Fr. Jose Valliparambil
     Office Hours 9:30 to 11:00am T-TH
     Office: 228-9800 
     Rectory: 228-2962
     Email: vallijose@gmail.com

Director of Faith Formation & Youth Ministry:
       Kimberly Monson
    Office: 228-9800 Tues. & Fri pm
                 Email:  FaithFormation@nemont.net
Secretary/Bookkeeper: Terri Ellsworth
                Office: 228-9800
                Email: straphael@nemont.net
Maintenance: Perry Shorten

Parish Departments
Website: Karen Breigenzer.: 367-5352
Facebook Editor: Erin Hankins 263-1753
Music: Mary Sugg: 263-7515
Sacristan: Connie Cannon
Haiti Project Parish: Sue Sather:228-2606

Kim is in the store 
Tuesdays 10-Noon

Blessed 
gif  s

St Raphael Parish
Open Mon. thru Thurs.

from 10 am- 4 pm

Councils & Commissions 
Pastoral: Mary Fahlgren: 230-0148
Finance: Glen Monson: 228-8385
Stewardship.: Kim Monson: 228-9742
Education: Nicole Cole: 263-1220
OCIA: Deacon Ed Malone: 785-7080 
Liturgy: Karen Breigenzer: 367-5352 
Christian Service: Nancy Koessl: 228-2898
PCCW: Sheila Malone 228-4016
K of C: Jon Bengochea: 228-2384
Prayer Chain: Liz B. 228-8527or Deb Y. 228-8379
Travel for Faith: Kim Monson: 228-9742

Donate to 
Haiti Project

Owner: Betty & Tracy Stone - parishioners

Willows Restaurant
Open 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Daily
Willows Restaurant

Romans 8:28  “We know that all 
things work for good for those who 
love God, who are called according 

to his purpose.”

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 
8:30am - 5:30pm

Pharmacy plus:
• Digital & Film Photo Printing
• Cosmetics & Health Care Items
• Stationary & Greeting Cards
• Gifts, Toys, Books & Magazines
• Candy, Snacks & More....

Fred & Jeannie Compton, 
 R.Ph.’s, parishioners

Gary Wageman
Financial Advisor

228-8261
519 2nd Avenue South
Glasgow, MT 59230

Member FINRA/SIPC

Hi-Line Eye Care
Dr. Haley Menge

234 5th St. South in Glasgow
Full service eye care.

Call
228-4895 to

schedule your 
appointment 

today!  

DS
Sheila L. Doll

CPA

Accounting
Income Tax Preparation

Payroll Services

sdollcpa@gmail.com
263-5315

Glasgow Clinic • 
FMDH Orthopedics • Hi-Line General Surgery

5th Ave Pharmacy & Gift

Caring for our patients 
mind, body and spirit.

(406) 228-3500  •  www.fmdh.org

United
INSURANCE&
www.unitedinsuranceandrealty.com
406 228-9356 

REALTY

WheatgrassArts@gmail.com

Mary Fahlgren

 523 2nd Ave S

Glasgow, MT 59230

25% of Sale Priced 
on items by 

Mary Fahlgren 
will be donated to 
the Haiti Project.

228-8013

238 2nd Ave South
Glasgow, MT 59230

If you have too much to do, 
with God's help you will find 
time to do it all.
 St Peter Canisius

get your last 
minute gifts from 

Blessed gifts store!!



Ask Father Jose
Questions from our Middle School & High School kids

When Christ comes again & you haven’t gone to confession, do you 
automatically go to Hell?

“Sacraments are a task, a mission to live. This task is about building the 
kingdom of God. What is the kingdom of God? In Romans 14:17, Paul says 
that the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but justice, peace, love, joy! Confession is more than telling 
the priest your sins. Sin is always acts against love, acts and attitudes that disrupt peace within oneself, in the family and 
community and corrupt positions one chooses against justice. Sin is also called going off the track and confession is getting 
back on track to continue the work of the kingdom or to live the commandment of love.

If you are alive when Christ comes again you can confess to him your sins and just pray, ‘have mercy on me’. It is Christ 
who forgives sins every time you go to confession, through the mediation of the priest. As friends of Jesus, we are not to 
worry about hell but as the prayers of Mass during advent say: ‘as we walk amid passing things, you teach us by them to 
love the things of heaven’. So, think of heaven and not of hell! There are mysteries beyond our understanding, things we 
cannot know and things we don’t need to know!”

Can someone who has not been baptized go to confession?

“Baptism is for someone who is not a Christian but wants to become a Christian. All the other sacraments are for a 
baptized person, that includes confession. But anyone can go to a priest for spiritual counseling.”

       

      TJ Skolrud, mom Amanda & sister Kynlee

          
Bryker Bates & mom Kelcie Hayden Stenglein, mom Shawni     

& sister Paytin                                  

Meet Our Youngest Parishioners: 2nd grade



When we are on fire with the reality of the Incarnation of our God - for us - we become not only more charitable, 
and kind and generous. We become on fire with being advocates for those in need. We desire, with Jesus, with 
the power of the Holy Spirit, to stand up and speak the truth about the need for justice and prepare a highway for 
Jesus to let God's Kingdom come on earth - as it is in heaven.
Becoming John the Baptist, we point to Jesus

Like John, we don't call attention to ourselves. We point the way to Jesus. We say, "Look, there he is." "Behold the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!" When we point the way to Jesus, who is mercy, we become 
ambassadors of his mercy. One of the most effective ways we can do this is to let ourselves not only be filled with 
the good news, personally, but to let ourselves fall in love with Jesus - to fall in love with his story, his example, his 
way of being, his trust in the Father, his parables, his healing presence. Everything about Jesus becomes more and 
more attractive to us. We come to him and learn from him. Our very being “proclaims the greatness of our God.”

The Cost of this Discipleship

As we live the life of Jesus in our world, we will experience  
immediately how counter- cultural it is. It is very difficult to  
be non-judgmental and compassionate in a very harsh  
world, in a sometimes very severe community. Living the  
life of Jesus, speaking truth to those who sustain injustice,  
will cost us. If we actively engage in dismantling unjust  
social structures, it will cost us dearly. Sometimes, even being  
kind and compassionate will cost us. Speaking about mercy  
and acting with forgiveness, building bridges, rather than walls, 
will too often place us at odds with others. John the Baptist 
found himself in a Herod jail, unsure of his survival, for speaking 
out about Herod’s life style. It must have shaken him because he 
sent some of his followers to go to Jesus and to ask if he had been 
a prophet in vain: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” Jesus sent them back to John 
with this message: “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. And 
blessed is the one who takes no offense at me.” (Luke 7)
John gave his life, becoming a martyr who inspires us today. He died in the consolation of Jesus’ assurance that he 
was blessed in his trust in Jesus and his way. John had prepared the way, and pointed others to Jesus, where they 
found healing and good news.
Asking for the grace
During Advent, we can ask for the grace to become a John the Baptist, in whatever way the Lord wants to use 
us to open a door for him today. The opportunities will come. We can simply ask to be opened to see them - to 
recognize them - and to be given the courage and the trust to be an instrument of grace for others. We can give 
that special content to the prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus, Come.”
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