
Homilies on Sacraments 3

Baptism-part 2


Celebration of Baptism [meaning of symbols and sings in baptism]

Water is the main symbol of baptism 

Old Testament Symbolisms of Baptism: 


• Genesis 1:2 says that the Spirit was moving over the chaotic waters, then new life 
emerges as God says, ‘let there be’. Easter vigil prayer says: at the very dawn of 
creation, your Spirit breathed on the waters, making them well-spring of all holiness. 
Baptism is action of the Spirit to make a person a new creation symbolized by 
water’s life giving, regenerating power.


•  Noah’s Ark [Genesis 7; 1Peter 3:20], symbol of the destructive/cleansing power of 
water and the new life it sustains, which is an image of the death and resurrection of 
Christ. 


• Red sea crossing [Exodus 14]: crossing the waters of Red sea is a symbol of freedom 
from slavery [sin] and entering into Promised Land of fellowship with God-life of 
grace. 


Jesus’ baptism: sinless Christ identified himself with sinful humanity, like Moses to 
lead humanity out of sin into life in the Spirit. Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist, a 
symbolic action became a real event in Christ’s passion, death and resurrection. The 
baptized person emerges out of Christ’s death and resurrection as a new creation. At 
Jesus’ baptism a heavenly voice was heard: ‘this is my beloved Son, listen to him’. In 
baptism a person becomes the beloved of God, an adopted son or daughter in Christ.


• Sign of the cross: child or candidate for baptism is welcomed to the rite of baptism 
by the sign of the cross; a person is claimed for Christ and invited to enter into the 
life of faith because cross is sign of redemption in Christ, his risen presence with us.


•  This is followed by the anointing with the oil of catechumens which is symbol of 
grace of freedom from original sin and an opening into new life in Christ. Original sin: 
‘Original sin does not refer to our own personal sin or our own guilt, it refers to the 
shambles that we are all experiencing, the wounded state of mankind that we are 
born into even before we make our own free decision to sin...human family is infected 
by sin and it has been like this since Adam and Eve. But remember: Jesus has 
broken the power of sin’ [Youcat for kids, no.22].


• Blessing of water: invoking grace upon the water, a symbol of new birth in Christ, 
praying that the Spirit may give a spiritual birth to the child or adult. In John 3:5 Jesus 
says: ‘no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born through water and 
the Spirit’. The practical way of being born again is through Spirit and water; water 
represents the action of the Spirit. Water is poured over the head three times in the 
name of the Father, Son and the Spirit; a person is brought into the flow of love of the 
Trinity. Early church document Didache [120 AD] says: use running water or pour 



water three times over head for baptism; baptism initiates a person into the way of 
Christ.


• The baptized is then anointed with the chrism oil as priest, prophet and king. These 
are old Testament titles representing specific tasks/mission. In Jewish tradition 
Messiah is both priest and king, therefore Christ is both priest and king. Priest: 
1Peter 2:9 says, ‘you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a personal possession of 
God to sing his praises’. All baptized share in the royal priesthood of Christ. Priest is 
identified with life of prayer, study of scripture, sharing of faith. Priestly task is to live 
the commandment to love God. 


• Prophet: prophets were messengers of God, who discerned God’s will for the 
community and stood for justice and truth. They focused on the reign of God; 
constantly reminded people to make God at the center of their life. Baptism gives the 
Christian the task to challenge unjust, corrupt systems and work for justice and 
peace. 


• King: In Israel, a king was anointed to serve the people in the name of God. A 
baptized person is a servant of God after the example of Christ who said: ‘I have 
come to serve and not to be served’. This task involves the commandment, ‘love 
your neighbor as yourself’. The baptized takes to heart the difficulties of the 
disadvantaged, the poor, share gifts and talents to build the kingdom of God. Many 
ministries in church, involvement in politics, helping charities are all part of baptized 
being anointed as king. 


• White garment: sign of Christian dignity, putting on Christ. It is to re-cloth Adam 
[human being] with the rob of glory [garment of light]. According to St. Ephrem, it is 
as if covering the moral nakedness of Adam and Eve!


• Finally, a candle is lit from the Easter candle [symbol of Christ] and given to the 
baptized; baptized is enlightened by Christ to be  the light of the world, to be a living 
gospel. Baptized is ready to walk toward light [Christ]. 


• Baptism constantly reminds us to live in the Spirit, recognized by the fruits of the 
Spirit [love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control]. In other words, task of baptism is to know and live, what it means to 
love! Baptism gives freedom to choose love, choose happiness with God!


Father Jose


