
A Commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans [10] 
Continued from previous article… 
Chapter 10:1-21: Christ is Righteousness of God and Fulfillment of Law 
 
Verses 1-4: Paul’s Prayer: Paul expresses his anguish-filled desire that his fellow-Jewish people 
would acknowledge their error in rejecting Christ and in faith accept the gospel and enter the 
new order of creation inaugurated in Christ for the salvation of the world. Paul sees in his 
people his own pre-conversion mindset, ‘zeal for God’ concerning observance of the Mosaic law 
[even violently opposing who taught against Jewish doctrines]. Adherence to or ‘faithfulness’ to 
tradition doesn’t necessarily mean they are enlightened or knowledgeable of the truth of God 
that he continues to reveal. Paul thinks Jews are not ‘well-informed’! In Christ God replaced the 
role of the law as teacher and Christ the Messiah is now the teacher of humanity, moving 
creation to its eschatological stage [or final unity in Christ]. Jewish structures of law ended up in 
preservation of tradition and ethnicity, on the other hand, Christ is universal grace that saves 
humanity. In Christ, the truly obedient One to the Father’s will, the law reaches its fulfillment. 
In his death and resurrection, Christ revealed the purpose of law, that is communion between 
God and humanity in love! 
 
Limiting God’s purpose for the world within a nationalistic concept of God was the mistake of 
Jewish people. God’s saving plan cannot be reduced to a particular ethnic group [God is not 
tribalistic]! God’s election of Israel was not out of certain superiority of race [Jews were slaves 
in Egypt] but out of graciousness and as a gift to the faith of the Patriarchs. Nothing of God is 
exclusive; as creator his grace is universally present to all. Righteousness, as explained before, is 
God’s character and it is action of God, his grace that makes one righteous. Law in itself is 
powerless to make one righteous. If performance of law is standard for receiving grace, how 
many would attain that goal? If that is true, God will not be God of all! If purpose of law is 
righteousness, it has been fulfilled in Christ who is God’s righteousness. Christ is end and 
beginning of a new stage in salvation history. Paul looks at fellow-Jews’ problem with gospel as 
ignorance of God’s original intention in electing them as light to all nations! Paul also seemed to 
admit that the law can still serve its purpose for the Jews who have a dilemma accepting Christ. 
Faithfulness to law becomes an indirect way of acknowledging Christ, who is fulfillment of the 
law. 
 
Verses 5-21: Definition of Faith: The faith that is proclaimed by Paul is in the paschal mystery of 
Christ [death and resurrection of Christ]. ‘Do not say who will climb to heaven or go to the 
abyss; the word is on your lips and in your heart’-Deuteronomy 30:11-14. Christ is the One who 
came down from heaven to reveal the ultimate mystery of God and life; he went down to the 
abyss of death and as risen Lord he is ever present in the universe. This proclamation of the 
gospel is out of a deep conviction of mind and heart that Christ is risen from the dead and faith 
in him is salvation. The proclaimed word is word of faith, the gospel that leads to faith. Faith in 
the heart is conviction/commitment to confess ‘Jesus is Lord’. Lord is title of the risen Christ 
and to confess that means to enter into the messianic age of healing, abundance [grace] and 
wellbeing [salvation]. In Acts 10:36, ‘Christ is Lord of all’; he is assurance of redemption, rock, 
safety! 



 
The Messiah [Christ] came to Israel but they rejected him. Israel cannot say, ‘God hasn’t taught 
us or we haven’t heard his gospel’. God did send his messiah, his apostles and now Paul himself 
to proclaim the word. Paul becomes the apostle of the gentiles; they too needed to hear the 
gospel and come to believe. Paul praises the one who proclaims the gospel because it is word 
of salvation. Faith now supersedes all other forms of making oneself right before God. With 
Mosaic law it was the ‘former way’ or a human mediation to be obedient to God, now it is God 
in Christ revealing himself and setting faith as the universal norm for redemption of the world. 
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