
A Commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans [9a] 
Continued from previous article… 
 
Chapter 9:6-33: Role of Israel in the new Economy [divine plan] in Christ 
 
Verses 6-13: Children born to Promise: Was it a failure on the part of God choosing Israel and 
that they rejected his Messiah? In this section, Paul tries to explain the nature of God’s 
choosing and promise! Faithfulness to the covenant and law is what makes one a true Israelite. 
Paul emphasizes on the continuity between blessings of Israel and the gospel of Christ. Paul 
makes the distinction between children according to the flesh and children of promise. The 
promise to Patriarchs will be fulfilled despite Israel’s indifference to Christ. God’s promise 
wasn’t made to an ethnic group [ Jews’ physical descent from Abraham] but given as a gift to 
the faith of the Patriarchs. This promise has been fulfilled in Christ and will be completed in 
humanity through faith in Christ. The working of the Spirit, God’s benevolence goes beyond a 
particular people, because, God is God of all humanity and creation. People of faith is the new 
Israel! 
 
Abraham had many children, including Ishmael born of Hagar but promise goes to Isaac born of 
Sarah. In the same way Jacob was chosen and not Esau, his brother. God does not work based 
on racial/ethnic considerations. Through Sarah [who was barren] God creates the unexpected 
[gift of Isaac], which is pure grace. Faith was the characteristic of God’s promise to Abraham, 
however, the Law eventually replaced the necessity of faith. God chooses whomever he wants; 
his power is manifested through unexpected events and people and God’s logic is not human 
logic! No one can claim special status before God! Though with Jacob and his twelve sons 
[twelve tribes], Israel became identified with ethnic descent, God’s original intent continues 
through a ‘remnant’ that was faithful to the covenant, who later acknowledged Christ. 
 
Verses 14-25: ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy’: God’s mercy/graciousness is at the 
root of his redeeming will. God cannot be understood simply as a ‘right and wrong’ judge! 
Working of God’s mercy is a mystery and inscrutable to human mind. Calling of Israel was pure 
graciousness of God and not one merited by ethnicity. God even used the indecisiveness of 
Pharaoh, who did not know Yahweh [God] to save a people [Israelites] and form them to 
accomplish his purpose. Paul uses imagery of a potter and clay to describe the complexity of 
creation, God as potter [humans invented pottery in the Neolithic age, about 4400 BC]. Pottery 
is shaped according to the imagination of the potter and expertise of his fingers [symbolically 
expressed in the creation of Adam]. God’s will fashions creation and directs it! The clay does 
not question the potter’s intentions. Israel itself received mercy when they rebelled against 
God [Exodus 33:19]. God uses human diminishments to bring about blessings for all the earth. 
Call of Israel included a call to gather all humanity to God, which was manifested in Christ. 
Christ is the ‘vase of mercy’ of God for humanity. All are called to become ‘vases’ of mercy! 
 
Verses 26-33: Righteousness through Faith: If God would pass judgment on humanity, it would 
just be destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah, for all have sinned! The implicit notion of 
‘predestined’ action of God in choosing Israel turned to God’s merciful love that redeems both 



Jew and Gentile. What was considered ‘children of wrath’ became object of God’s mercy. Paul’s 
anguish is that gentiles were able to enter into a faith relationship with God that Israel was not 
able to attain by deeds of the law. The purpose of the covenant with Israel has been fulfilled in 
Christ, which is salvation of all. Inclusion of gentiles, their welcoming Christ is like God choosing 
Jacob over Isaac, working of God’s mercy. Israel’s hardness of heart and rejection of Christ was 
like Pharaoh hardening his heart; in all of these God’s saving mercy is revealed in a mysterious 
way! Faith is recourse to God’s mercy, a decision to love God, and that makes one righteous 
before God! 
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