
A Commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans [11] 
Continued from previous article… 
Chapter 11:1-36: Paul’s Hope for his People Israel 
 
Verses 1-10:Has God rejected his people?: In chapters 9-10 Paul discussed the folly of Israel in 
rejecting Christ and in a mysterious way how that became manifestation of God’s mercy to the 
gentile world. In chapter 11 Paul argues that all Israel will be saved and the wisdom of God 
behind it is inscrutable! A generalized way of saying that ‘God rejected Israel’ is not how God’s 
mercy works. If God chose Israel, will he now reject them? No is the answer [Psalm 94:14, ‘the 
Lord will not forsake his people; he will not abandon his heritage’! Paul himself is the proof [a 
Jew-Philippians 3:5-6] that God hasn’t rejected the Jewish people but he mysteriously draws 
them to his Christ. Using Old Testament texts, Paul argues that God is always faithful to his 
promises [1Samuel 12:22: ‘The Lord will not cast away his people, for his great name’s sake, 
because it has pleased the Lord to make you a people for himself’].  
 
Prophet Elijah [9th century BC] wanted God to take revenge on Israel for worshiping pagan god 
Baal and killing prophets. Prophet was told that God has kept a ‘remnant’ of 7000 men to 
accomplish his plan for all of Israel [1King 19:18]. Similarly, Paul and Jews who believed in Christ 
are the ‘remnant’. Jews who do not accept Christ, Paul describes, are blinded, incapable of 
seeing what is before their eyes [Deuteronomy 29:3-4]. Arguing from David’s prayer in Psalm 
69:22-23, ‘may their table be a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and retribution for them’ 
[this refers to Jewish custom of spreading tablecloth on the floor for dinner and one might trip 
over], Paul says that the Gospel of Christ has become a stumbling block for the unbelieving Jews 
and he believes this as a temporary stage in their history. Israel stumbled but not fallen or cut 
off completely. They kept faith in God even though rejected Christ! 
 
Verses 11-24: Israel’s Rejection of Christ is Temporary: Paul thinks gentiles’ acceptance of 
Christ will make Israel ‘jealous’. The gospel reaching out to all people is a sign that God is God of 
all and eventually all of Israel will be saved. It is important for gentile Christians to value the 
preparatory stage of God’s plan through Israel for the coming of Christ. Paul compares gentile 
Christians as branches of wild olive tree, cut off and grafted into a cultivated olive tree [Israel]. 
The old tree Israel hasn’t been removed! Paul here emphasizes that church is a continuation of 
Israel [not a new religion]. Cultivated olive tree [Israel] is the foundation of God’s promises and 
manifestation. Israel’s problem was obsession with performance of the law while the gentiles 
experience God’s mercy and grace! Gentile Christians have become ‘vessels of mercy’ not only 
for all the world but also for the unbelieving Jews. If God were able to welcome gentiles, he will 
do the same for Jews. ‘Chopped off’ branches are not totally cut off from the tree; God is able 
to regraft them into the tree. Through faith, gentiles received everything God meant by 
choosing Israel, to receive life from death-Christ and his gospel is source of life. 
 
Verses 25-36: All Israel shall be Saved: Salvation is a mystery lies in God and its unfolding is 
gradual. When Paul says that all Israel shall be saved, he has a vision of the Parousia [second 
coming of Christ]; at the end times Israel’s error will be pardoned [Isaiah 59:21-‘I will take away 
their sins’; God keeps his covenant and promise for ever]; they will see the Messiah [Christ] 



they have been awaiting for [that Christians already have in faith]. God hasn’t revoked his 
promises to Israel. For Paul, God’s love for the patriarchs [Abraham, Isaac and Jacob-the root] 
and their faith somehow keep Israel within God’s saving plan despite their rejection of Christ.  
Paul visualizes ‘the full number of gentiles coming in’ to faith in Christ. This implies God’s grace 
is universal and same for all! For all have sinned, both Jew and gentile, so that God might show 
mercy to all. Paul ends this section with a hymn to God’s mercy. God holds the future and no 
one can know it [inscrutable], how his grace works. Everything exists ‘from him, through him 
and to him’! 
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