
A Commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans [12] 
Continued from previous article… 
Chapter 12:1-21: Pastoral Instructions 
 
Verses 1-2: Christian Life-A Spiritual Sacrifice: After establishing that God is God of all, Paul 
takes up the theme of Christian task. Paul envisions Christian life as a spiritual sacrifice, life as 
an offering to God. The use of ‘sacrifice’ has background in Israel’s cultic sacrifice in the temple 
and only unblemished animals could be sacrificed! Christian life as ‘spiritual sacrifice’ would 
mean offering of an undivided, whole self to God. Christian worship flows naturally from 
human’s rational nature [image of God], the capacity to have communion with God. Paul’s 
appeal to Christians, as an apostle [authority] and fellow Christian,  is drawn from experience of 
God’s mercy in the coming of Christ, calling them to faith. Paul says, ‘do not conform to this 
age’, to the influence of social, cultural, political groups that go against the gospel. Conform 
means forming attitudes. Christian task is to form the mind of Christ [1Corinthians 2;15] and 
that is attained by the ‘renewal of the mind’ [mind as a thinking, self-critiquing faculty]. 
Christians are to form attitudes inspired by the Spirit and know the passing nature of corrupting 
power and wealth driven attitudes!  
 
Verses 3-8: Christian Life-A Service to the World: Faith proclaims itself in humility and charity. 
Charity is generous use of gifts [stewardship] to build the church/the kingdom of God. All have 
same calling in Christ but different gifts and functions like members of a body: inspired 
preaching brings Christ, his light to others; leaders of community are guides, overseers of 
Christian worship and action; wealth is a gift to build up community etc. Christians serve with 
cheerfulness [joy] because of indwelling Holy Spirit. Christians are open to God in prayer/praise 
that they may be channels of the flow of grace for the transformation of the world. As 
members of one body [oneness], there is no superior or inferior among them but only 
functional difference! Christian honor consists in serving, each member serving the wellbeing of 
the whole body. To walk the path of service, Paul exhorts Christians to faith-inspired, sane 
thinking. 
 
Verses 9-21: Overcome Evil with Good: The governing principle, force of Christian life is love. If 
we are body of Christ, everything is seen and expressed in love because Christ is God’s love 
made flesh. Paul is asking Christians to have a heart for the weak in the community. Christian 
profession of faith can be lived only in love! Anything that is not of love is evil; do not do the 
bidding of evil. Esteem the other more highly as Christ who ‘came to serve and not to be 
served’. All Christian action is a service to God; zeal [enthusiasm] is the ‘wind behind’ Christian 
journey. Christian hospitality sees Christ in strangers [Abraham welcomed three strangers, who 
were later revealed as God’s messengers]. Christian fellowship shares experiences of joy, 
sorrow, grief, suffering and support each other. Christians avoid reasons for grudges and 
jealousy. Christian ideal is to seek harmony in everything [as in the garden of Eden], so let go 
‘haughty’ thoughts, which is pride [divided-self] that divides the church; this requires to 
consider oneself ‘lowly’ as Christ. 
 



Explaining Isaiah 5:21, Paul says, ‘do not become wise in your own estimation’. ‘The one who is 
wise in one’s own estimation is foolish and arrogant; the one who cherishes his/her foolishness 
as wisdom cannot know the real wisdom of God’-Origen. The goal of Christian action is always 
noble, so repay no evil for evil but work toward peace. Christian does not seek revenge but 
leave all disorder to God’s judgment. Radical Christian charity demands to reach out to the 
enemy with compassion. Caring for the needs of your opponent [enemy] is like ‘burning coal’ 
on the enemy’s head; it kindles deep shame, regret on the part of the enemy [there was a 3rd 
century Egyptian ritual of a penitent carrying on his head a dish of burning charcoal as penance 
for offenses committed-cited by Morenez. S in Feurige Kohlen und dem Haupt]. Such love gives 
to all without expecting a positive response from the enemy. Christian walks the way of Christ 
and confronts all evil with love/goodness, because Christian belongs to the new creation in the 
process of its final fulfillment in Christ! 
 
Father Jose 


