
A Commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans [16] 
Chapter 16:1-27: Paul’s Personal Greetings 
 
Phoebe: Paul concludes his letter to the Romans introducing his co-workers in the work of 
evangelization and greets friends in the church of Rome. There are about 26 names mentioned 
including 7 women. Among the women Phoebe is called a diakonos [minister] of the church in 
Cenchreae [legendary birthplace of Homer], a port town near Corinth in Greece. Phoebe [name 
means shining or bright] took Paul’s letter to Rome. She wasn’t known in Rome and this 
introductory letter from Paul requests that friends in Rome provide her lodgings and other 
supports she needed. Paul asks Christians in Rome to welcome Phoebe as minister of the 
gospel. Diakonos were ministers/servants set aside for the work of the church. It is not clear 
from the text whether Phoebe was an ordained deaconess, however her designation was as 
leader/president of the church in Cenchreae. She was considered a wealthy woman and served 
the church and Paul’s ministry as a patroness. Phoebe’s designation as deaconess has been 
interpreted to argue in favor of women deaconess in church! 
 
Prisca&Aquila: the seven women named, besides Phoebe, in chapter 16 are: Prisca, Mary, 
Junia, Tryphaena, Tryphosa, Persis and mother of Rufus. They all enjoyed some form of 
leadership role in church. Prisca and Aquila are mentioned in Acts 18:1-3; 1Corinthians 16:19; 
2Timothy 4:19; they were Jewish Christians, husband and wife living in Rome. They were 
probably among the Jews/Jewish Christians who had to leave Rome after Emperor Claudius 
ordered Jews to leave Rome in 49 AD. They came to Corinth and became Paul’s co-workers. 
They gave catechetical instructions to the charismatic Apollos [Acts 19:1; 1Corinthians 1:12] 
who too proclaimed Christ in Corinth. Coming from Rome Prisca and Aquila were able to inform 
Paul about Christians in Rome. Paul says this couple risked their lives for him [most likely in 
Ephesus]. Their generosity is applauded for using their wealth and social positions to help 
church’s evangelization ministry in the region. Their house was a place of gathering for Christian 
worship. 
 
Junia&Andronicus: Paul addresses this couple as apostles. There is dispute among scholars as 
regards the gender of Junia[s]. Origen, St. John Chrysostom, St. Jerome understood Junia as 
feminine name while other scholars think it is a masculine name because a female would not be 
called an apostle in the early church! The title apostle is used here as missionaries being sent 
and not as among the twelve apostles. Junia and Andronicus embraced Christian faith even 
before Paul. They were also said to be among the 500 witnesses to whom Jesus appeared after 
Easter [1Corinthians 15:3-8]. Witness to Jesus’ resurrection was [Acts 1:22] one of the 
requirements to be called an apostle! They were distinguished people who toiled for Christ and 
his gospel. Paul greatly appreciates and acknowledges women’s ministry in the church. 
According to some scholars, more restrictive role of women probably emerged in church with 
3rd generation Christians. 
 
Avoid Dissenters: In a general admonition, Paul asks Christians in Rome to avoid those who sow 
division and scandal in church, self-serving people, dissenters who oppose apostolic teachings. 
With ‘smooth talk and flattery’ they deceive the mind of the simple. Paul, however, has 



confidence in Roman Christians’ commitment to serve Christ, wisdom to choose good and avoid 
evil. Dissension/scandal is like the cunning serpent in the garden of Eden! Tertius introduces 
himself in the letter as scribe [secretary] who wrote down the letter for Paul. Timothy was 
another well-known co-worker of Paul. Paul ends his letter with praise of God for the mystery 
of salvation God has disclosed in Jesus Christ and he was commissioned by Christ himself to 
proclaim it. In some manuscripts, the ending is: ‘the letter to the Romans was written through 
Tertius; it was sent from Corinth through Phoebe’. According to N.T. Wright, Paul’s letter to 
Romans is ‘one of the greatest letters in the history of the world’. As I conclude this short 
commentary, like Paul, I salute all men, women, young people in our parishes, involved in 
various ministries and  who support the church with their time, talent and treasures to give 
witness to Christ. ‘To the only God be glory forever through Jesus Christ. Amen’ [verse 27]! 
Father Jose 


