
A commentary on the Epistle to the Romans 
Introduction 
 
Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles: Paul was born a Jew, in Tarsus [Acts 22:3] and was an educated 
pharisee [Romans 11:1; Philippians 3:5-‘I myself, a Hebrew born of Hebrews and a pharisee’]. 
Pharisees were Jews who strictly observed the Law of Moses and traditions of the ancestors. 
Being born in the Greek world, he was a Greek scholar. Paul testifies himself as a Roman citizen 
in Acts 22:25. It was likely, Jews lived outside Israel were also Roman citizens. Paul was very 
proud of his Jewish heritage. Paul’s encounter with the Risen Christ, his conversion, happened 
around 30 AD [Acts 9]. Paul’s self-designation was, ‘Apostle of the Gentiles’ [Galatians 1:15-16; 
Romans 1:5]. Paul speaks of his apostleship as a missionary commissioning to proclaim Christ to 
the non-Jewish world. 
 
Paul’s letter to the Romans is considered the most important theological work in the New 
Testament. In Romans, Paul reflects on the Christ-Event and how that defines and shapes life of 
a Christian and the world. Paul challenged the church when it deviated from Christ and his 
gospel for mundane goals. He addresses the tension between Jewish and Gentile Christians in 
Greek and Roman churches. Paul explains the nature and character of a person who confesses 
faith in Christ. Gentile Christians [non-Jewish] are not bound by Law of Moses, practice of 
circumcision. The Spirit-filled Gentile churches are the proof that God’s saving action in Christ 
does not depend on Jewish practices. 
 
Jewish people had a unique relationship with God as a covenant people to reveal God’s 
redemptive plan in his Messiah/Christ. Paul’s questioning of Jewish practices had nothing to do 
with anti-Semitism [hatred of Jews] that the church practiced for centuries and still prevalent in 
the world! Paul’s argument was theological that a new order of salvation has been inaugurated 
in Jesus Christ. What is common to human race, both Jew and Gentile, is that all are corrupted 
by sin. God’s saving action doesn’t begin with Moses, it goes back to Abraham who knew God 
by faith. Faith is now the universal norm for one to know God and the good news of Christ! 
 
Place and date: Paul wrote the letter to the Romans from Corinth around the year 50 AD. Paul 
was then planning his trip to Jerusalem, from there to Rome and Spain. Letter to the Romans 
can be divided into four sections: 1. Chapters 1-4:25-Faithfulness of God, manifested through 
faith in Jesus Christ 2. Chapters 5:1-8:39-Justification, new way of life, God’s people in Christ as 
the true humanity, 3. Chapters 9:1-11:36-God’s promises and God’s faithfulness, 4. Chapters 
12:1-16:27-Christian behavior, God’s call to worship, holiness and unity. 
 
To be continued… 
Father Jose 


