
A Commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans [1b] 
Continued from previous article… 
Chapter 1:1-17-thanksgiving and explanation of the theme of the letter 
 
1:8-11: “thanking God through Jesus Christ…” Paul gives thanks for the heroic faith of the 
Christians in Rome, who live in hostile environment. He feels a personal affiliation toward 
Roman church because of common faith and good-news they share. What Christ accomplished 
for the world is the reason for faith and for all manner of praise and thanksgiving. Praise is 
addressed to One God through Christ the mediator. Christ’s humanity is the access point for all 
to come to know God. Paul says that faith of Christians in Rome is known to other Christian 
communities. Roman emperor Claudius [41-54 AD] expelled Jews from Rome during his reign. 
At that time Christians were known as a sect within the Jewish religion. Roman officials did not 
distinguish between Jews and Jewish Christians. Paul met many of those exiled Jews and 
Christians from Rome during his missionary journeys [Priscilla and Aquila were such missionary 
partners of Paul-Romans 16:3]. 
 
1:12-13-Purpose of visiting Rome: the reason for Paul’s intended visit to Rome is mutual 
encouragement in faith, to share his own personal story of conversion and his spiritual gifts 
with church in Rome. As Apostle, Paul knows that grace given to him is not just for personal 
enrichment but to make known Christ to the world, for making of disciples. Paul’s concern for 
the Romans is God’s concern, not any selfish motive! God’s concern for all his creation is now 
shared through believers in whom the redemptive work of Jesus Christ is present! All who 
profess faith in Christ are servants of the gospel, agents of transformation in the world. 
Discussing, sharing faith experiences is to become committed disciples. Addressing Christians in 
Rome, in traditional Jewish salutation, as ‘brothers’ Paul reminds that all believers share a 
common kinship because of faith in Christ, Christ is our elder brother. Rome was capital of 1st 
century world and Paul desired a strong, growing Christian presence in the city; he also wanted 
to make Rome a base for his ministry to the gentile world. 
 
1:14-15: Paul is eager to preach the gospel to all: Rome was a cosmopolitan city in 1st century; 
Romans, Greeks and Barbarians resided in the city. Non-Greek speaking people were called 
Barbarians. For Paul, good news of Christ is given to all in the world, ‘to both wise and foolish’. 
Greeks considered themselves as civilized people with rich heritage of philosophy [Socrates, 
Plato, Aristotle etc.]. Gospel doesn’t discriminate; it is wisdom of God but ‘Greeks consider it as 
foolishness and for Jews it is a scandal’ [1Corinthians 1:23]. What is given in Christ cannot be 
claimed by religious or philosophic traditions of particular nation or race, it is universal gift of 
redemption! Christ and his gospel defines Paul’s life and purpose [Galatians 2:20-‘not I but 
Christ lives in me’]. 
 
1:16-17: Gospel is righteousness and power of God for salvation: Paul says that he is ‘not 
ashamed’ of the gospel like many fellow Jews. Gospel is not human invention but divine 
grace/power. Shame would be denying himself and the grace that changed him, an enemy of 
Christ, into servant of Christ. Gospel is salvation [soteria in Greek], meaning health/safety, way 
that leads to ultimate safety. ‘All who believe/have faith’ present and future believers are 



redeemed from corruption to new life by faith. ‘Jews first’-Paul as Jew came to confess Jesus as 
Messiah/Christ. Jews are naturally oriented to messianic prophesies because of God’s 
revelation to Israel and now it is through faith [like Abraham] that both Jew and Gentile 
acknowledge Jesus as Messiah/Christ. ‘Righteousness of God is manifested in faith’: 
righteousness/justice is a qualification of God’s love. Gospel of Christ is God’s righteousness, 
good-news of salvation that human beings are called to live. In Christ, God is making right 
human’s wrong perception of life. Righteous living is life according to the mind of Christ. God’s 
righteousness functions as mercy that reconciles, restores and saves the sinner by faith. God’s 
righteousness/faithfulness to his covenant with Israel is fulfilled in Christ and in Christ’s death 
and resurrection grace of salvation is extended to all humanity through faith. Paul considers 
proclamation of the gospel as an act of worship; it is like sowing and harvesting, word of God 
taking root in human hearts and bearing fruits of love! 
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