
A Commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans [1c] 
Continued from previous article… 
 
Chapter 1:18-32: Paul’s analysis of the sinfulness of the world 
 
‘Wrath of God’, verse 18 [orge theo in Greek]: Paul speaks of wrath of God or judgment of God 
upon sin of the world, which is implied in God as righteous. In 1Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9, wrath 
of God is his final judgment. The gospel of Christ is given to judge human conduct, to awaken 
consciousness to truth of God. Wrath of God is his disapproval of godless, unrighteous ways of 
humankind. Sin is to choose destructive ways [losing humanness] and not ways of the living 
God or God’s will that makes man fully alive! God is ground of justice and abandonment of God 
is turning justice upside down. God’s mercy offered in Christ can be experienced only when 
unjust ways are removed and love becomes the guiding force in life. Absence of love in humans 
can be understood as living in ‘wrath of God’. Purpose of ‘wrath’ is to awaken humans to 
repentance and restoration of right relationship with God and others. 
 
Natural Revelation and Suppression of Truth [verses 19-25]: truth of human existence is in 
relation to God and fellow beings. Truth of being human is manifested in Christ. Denial of this 
truth is violence against God because godless actions are violation of the image of God in which 
humans are created [Paul knew of human sacrifices in pagan worship]. Nature is called the ‘first 
bible’ [unwritten]. Creation reveals the invisible power and graciousness of God. Human 
intelligence/rationality is given the light to see this power behind all that exists [creator-
creation bond]. Speaking from his Jewish background, Paul believes that it is willful-ignorance 
of humans to deny the truth behind created realities. Man is part of creation, so it is absurd to 
make created things objects of worship. Creation’s reason for existence is God. Both Greek 
culture and Judaism valued wisdom. For Paul, the primary aim of wisdom is to know God but 
behavior of humans [idolatry] show that they are foolish-inconsistency of wisdom claimed and 
human acts! 
 
Sexual morality in the Greco-Roman World [verses 26-27]: Paul associates idol worship with 
sexual immorality, especially homosexual practices in fertility cults. Homosexuality was 
common in Greco-Roman world [Plato’s ‘Symposium’ refers to it]. Paul disapproves sexual 
relations not compatible with Genesis theology of creation; man and woman are called to 
participate in God’s creative activity. Paul applies his Jewish tradition and  scholarship to 
protect the institution of marriage. Paul here seems to condemn homosexual acts rather than 
such tendency. While admitting that Paul clearly disapproves homosexual acts, we must also 
acknowledge that it is legitimate for modern human psychology and sciences to evaluate and 
study the reasons for homosexual tendency in humans! 
 
List of sins [verses 28-32]: Paul here lists 21 items of sin, an exposition of human situation [the 
Stoics used such lists of vices]. These sins too are mentioned in the context of idol worship, 
products of base or blinded mind; Paul calls those indulge in such sins as maligned, corrupted 
inventors of evil, heartless! Distancing from God humans made themselves judge of their own 
actions contributing to all forms of evil in the world. ‘Those who do such things deserve to die’: 



Paul is not talking about physical death; sins mentioned here are de-humanizing, self-
destructive; they destabilize human family. In the world today, idolizing wealth, technology, [to 
use Erich Fromm’s terms: consumer man, gadget man] sectarianism etc. can be seen as 
deviation from God’s intentions, dissociation from the source of existence [God]. 
To be continued… 
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