
A Commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans [3] 
Continued from previous article… 
Chapter 3:1-20- Is Jewishness a privilege? 
 
Verses 1-8: Paul continues his critique of his Jewish religion. In reality, God’s covenant with 
Israel [Jews] and the gift of Law [Mosaic law as described in the first 5 books of the bible] gave 
the Jews no advantage over the gentiles. In the Law God was revealing his mind, will for 
humanity through a select group of people [Israel] and inviting them to a right [just] 
relationship with God, as a model for rest of the nations. Jews could speak of an advantage if 
they were faithful to the covenant; sadly, they failed in this mission. All divine gifts have a 
universal purpose. Paul speaks of ‘oracles’ of God [divine communication through prophets] 
given to Israel and hidden in them was the revelation of the coming of Christ. By rejecting Jesus 
Christ, Jews forfeited the advantage they had about knowing God’s movements in human 
history. 
 
Paul argues that Jews’ unfaithfulness to the covenant did not invalidate God’s faithfulness. Paul 
here has in mind his thesis, ‘all have sinned’. It is near impossible for human beings to be 
hundred percent truthful to the law [Jews had numerous laws of religious rites and laws of 
dietary, bodily and purification rites]. Humans have the capacity to see the good but in general 
the will is weak to accomplish the good perceived. Paul is not saying that Jewish disobedience 
to the law makes them wicked; many Jews tried in their good conscience to observe the law. 
According to Old Testament covenant treaty, if one party breaches the stipulations of the 
covenant the other party is not obliged to keep its promises. Paul does not agree with this 
premise. Though Israel broke the covenant many times, God remains faithful as an inviting and 
reconciling presence in the world, in the sending of Christ. Paul uses legal language to state that 
breaking of the law entails guilt and punishment, however God hasn’t abandoned humankind in 
their guilt; his saving will is revealed in Christ, mercy and grace of restoration of the sinner and 
not retribution for sins. 
 
Paul finds that his doctrine of grace is misunderstood by fellow Jews and Christians! He says, 
yes, grace has everything to do with sinful condition of humanity but does not mean to keep 
doing evil so that grace may increase in the sinner! From a legally binding relationship 
[covenant and law], humanity is brought to a grace centered, loving relationship with God in 
Christ. While law focused on guilt and punishment in breaking it, Christ offers forgiveness, 
mercy and grace of reconciliation to humanity; this implies repentance by sinner and 
acceptance of grace! 
 
Verses 9-20: ‘All to be under sin’. Paul says that he and his fellow Jews are not better off than 
gentiles. Arguing from Jewish scriptures [prophets and psalms] Paul accuses Jews of disloyalty 
to the covenant and law. Isaiah 59:7-8: ‘Their feet run to evil and they make haste to shed 
innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; desolation and destruction are in their 
highways. The way of peace they know not and there is no justice in their path’. Quoting from 
Psalm 53:2-3 Paul says, ‘no one seeks God; no one does good’! The law gave the Jewish people 
the awareness of being the chosen people but it did not deter them from being unfaithful to 



God. Law just created consciousness of sin and in Galatians 2:16, Paul further explains the 
complexity of law as a means of salvation, ‘no one shall be justified by works of the law’. 
Presence of sin in the world adversely affects humanity and all structures in society. There is 
nothing for humans to boast about other than an admittance of human vulnerability! What 
does remove guilt of breaking the law? In the following chapters, Paul explains that it is through 
faith and grace that one gets out of guilt of sin. Without grace, human existence is hopeless! 
Performance of law can never be perfect. Both Jew and gentile are reconciled to God through 
faith/grace in Christ Jesus. 
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