
A Commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans [3a] 
Continued from previous article… 
Chapter 3:21-31: What is Salvation in Christ? 
 
Verse 21: the Christ-Event: What Law and prophets speak of God’s purpose in creation is now 
manifested in Christ Jesus. We are no longer stuck with narrow concept of salvation as seen 
within the performance/works of law. Law was a servant of God. God himself now entered 
human history in Jesus Christ. His life and gospel is now the source of redemption. Instead of 
the law leading humans to God, God himself is coming to find humans-a guilt ridden human  
conscience is offered forgiveness and reconciliation in Christ and is being transformed into a 
heart that loves! Coming of Christ was manifestation of God’s righteousness/justice that saves 
and not condemns. Resurrection of Christ was God’s verdict of justice on powers of evil. Law 
that condemns and punishes the sinner has no longer power over humans. Grace of the Risen 
Christ seeks the sinner and invites to a dying and rising experience in Christ. The only 
condemnation is now self-condemnation-rejection of grace! While the law rendered humans 
powerless or rather slaves of law [Sin is an aggressor that enslaves humans created in the image 
of God!], justice of God manifested in Christ [in Christ’s faithfulness/obedience] gave humans 
the freedom to embrace redemption. 
 
Verses 22-26: Christ-Event is an event of Ransom for sin. As representative of humanity Christ 
assumed sinful human situation [except sin] and lived in the sin-riddled world. Christ the just 
one died on behalf of all as an expiation. God does not demand bloody expiation; sacrifice of 
Christ was a self-offering of love that heals [salvation]. Christ’s death as ransoming was an act 
of reconciliation, God freeing humans from the burden of sin. Ransoming was releasing of 
grace, an act of God’s generous love. God himself became the sacrifice rather than offering 
sacrifice to someone! Paul here uses image of Jewish tradition of sin offering on the day of 
Atonement [on the head of the sacrificial animal-scapegoat, the devotee/sinner places hands 
and identifies with it. Its death ends sin, guilt. Similarly, Christ identified with sinful humanity 
and sins in a way transferred to Christ the sacrificial victim]; Christ represented sinner. “In 
Christ” [Paul uses this expression over 80 times in his writings], in his death and resurrection, 
the sinner is made righteous through faith. God’s righteousness is manifested in Christ as love 
for the sinner and not as ‘wrath’! 
 
Verses 27-31: Justification by Faith: Jewish understanding of justification by practice of law was 
like a walled city. In Christ God has pulled down that wall and made grace of salvation a cosmic 
event. All have now access to a healed life [salvation] through faith. In Christ, God is inviting 
both Jew and gentile to a relationship of love in faith. Justification of sinner is a gift of God 
because law cannot guarantee grace but only punishment. The world is set on a new process of 
recreation in Christ. In Christ’s expiatory death, the relation between law, sin and punishment is 
replaced by grace and love. Faith and justification does not invalidate good works. Work of Law 
is now understood within faith. Law merely tells things to do and not to do. Faith is about 
relationship with God. While law excludes, faith includes and makes it universal norm for 
salvation. Old Testament law and covenant remain as lessons to acknowledge Christ-Event in 
faith. If God is God, his saving act must be for all his creation; a racial, sectarian understanding 



of God and his grace does not make sense! Because, God is God of all, law given to Jews cannot 
be a universal norm for all people. Faith, on the other hand, is a heart to heart love relationship 
with God that includes all humanity. One who loves fulfills all law [Romans 13:8]. Human 
actions are now faith-filled, that manifest attitudes of Christ who went about doing good [Acts 
10:38]! 
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