
Introduction to the Bible [series 10a] 
Gospel of Mathew [continued from previous article] 
 
Major themes of Mathew’s Gospel 
 
Infancy Narrative: Mathew begins his gospel with accounts on the birth of Jesus seen through 
the eyes of Joseph, husband of Mary. Joseph is from the tribe of Judah, a descendant of king 
David. Mathew traces Jesus’ roots back to Jewish ancestors from Abraham to David [about 
2000-1000 BC], from David to Babylonian exile [about 1000-587 BC] and from Babylonian exile 
to the Christ the Messiah [587-4BC]. In the narrative of genealogy Mathew proves that Jesus 
was the awaited Jewish Messiah. Mathew also associates the dreams of Joseph, husband of 
Mary, [Mathew 1:20; 2:13, 19, 22] with the dreams of Joseph son of Jacob [Genesis 37-50].  
 
Mathew’s genealogy mentions five women: Tamar, Rahab and Ruth, Bathsheba and Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. These women gave birth to sons in unusual circumstances. Mathew’s Jewish 
audience would understand the extraordinary circumstances of birth of Jesus through Mary. 
Accounts of the visit of the Magi, flight to Egypt, slaughtering of the innocents and return from 
Egypt [Mathew 1:18-2:23] are unique to Mathew; these events recall birth of Moses in Egypt 
and Exodus that are central to Israel’s history. Moses’ life was threatened as an infant [Exodus 
1:8-2:25], likewise Jesus’ life was threatened by Herod. Jesus is the new Moses; kingdom of God 
is the new Promised Land. Moses was law giver in Old Testament, Jesus is the new law giver 
and he interprets the Mosaic law and teaches the true meaning of the law in his Sermon on the 
Mount [Mathew 5-7]. The goal of the law is to become perfect and merciful like the heavenly 
Father. 
 
By tracing back Jesus’ ancestry to Abraham Mathew emphasizes that Jesus is no political 
messiah like king David. Jesus is Messiah of all peoples [Genesis 12:1-3; 18:18 say that all 
nations of the earth will be blessed through Abraham, and this prophesy is fulfilled in Jesus]. 
Paul refers to this prophesy in Galatians 3:16, “now the promises were made to Abraham and 
to his offspring. It does not say, ‘And to his offsprings’, referring to many, but referring to one, 
‘And to your offspring’, which is Christ”. 
 
Mathew’s genealogy mentions 14 generations [7+7=twice sacred number in the bible]. Mathew 
follows a Jewish tradition of dividing world history into 14 periods from Adam to Messiah 
[Baruch 53-74]. The birth of Christ stands in the sacred context intended by God. 
 
To be continued… 
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