
Introduction to the Bible [series 10b] 
[continued from previous article] 
Major themes of Mathew’s Gospel 
 
The Sermon on the Mount: Mathew chapters 5-7 are known as the sermon on the mount. 
Jesus and the crowd were on a mountain when he gave this sermon [this mount is today known 
as the Mount of Beatitudes, which is in the region of Galilee. Important events in the history of 
Israel occurred in the settings of mountains. Moses gave the ten commandments at the base of 
Mount Sinai. The sermon on the mount covers many topics: prayer, almsgiving, human 
relational issues like anger, revenge, unfaithfulness in marriage etc. It is not enough not to 
violate the commandments but a disciple of Christ is required to be pro-active in loving and 
extending compassion to all. In the sermon on the mount Jesus is fulfilling the law and not 
replacing it! 
 
Miracles of Jesus: A total of 34 miracles are mentioned in the four gospels. For Mathew, 
miracles are act of God in Christ to deliver human beings from threats to authentic life. There is 
a relation between faith and miracles, act of prayer and response of God but not necessarily as 
a reward for faith. The presence and power of the kingdom of God is made visible in the 
miracles. Miracles are deeds of Jesus that liberate and  signs of the arrival of the messianic age! 
 
Parables: In Mathew, parables are explanations of the nature of the kingdom of heaven. Their 
focus is on human transformation. Parables serve as important tools for evangelization; they 
are part of the mission consciousness of the church and its role in the world. In the parable of 
the laborers in the vineyard [Mathew 20:1-16], Mathew addresses the issue of gentiles and 
their inclusion in the church; emphasis is on the universality of Christ’s message. 
 
Kingdom of Heaven: Inaugurating his mission, Jesus says, ‘repent, the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand’. Mathew uses ‘kingdom of heaven’ instead of ‘kingdom of God’ in Mark to avoid saying 
God’s sacred name [Yahweh] directly. Mathew here respects his Jewish tradition! Mathew also 
calls the kingdom ‘kingdom of the Father’ as we pray, ‘our Father who art in heaven’. Kingdom 
of heaven is opposed to kingdoms of the world. Kingdom of God liberates while kingdoms of 
the world dominate. Kingdom of God is dynamic presence of God in human affairs. 
 
Peter and the Church: Mathew structures his gospel revealing three stages in salvation history: 
Israel-Jesus-Church. Peter has prominent position among the disciples in Mathew’s gospel. 
Peter is spokesman for the disciples. Jesus gives Peter ‘keys to the kingdom’ [16:19], ‘you are 
Peter, upon this rock I will build my church’. However, gospel is not shy of portraying Peter’s 
weakness; gospel mentions Peter’s lack of faith and Jesus coming to his aid as he was about to 
drown in the sea. Mathew points out that our faith is in Jesus, church leadership might fail! 
 
Titles of Jesus: Jesus is Christ the anointed one. He is king of Israel, the coming One and Lord. 
Lord is used in the context of Christian worship. Jesus is Son of David [1:2-25]; he is Son of God 
[16:16]. Jesus uses Son of man as a self-designation and this title is associated with Jesus’ 
suffering and death on the cross. Jesus is called teacher [Rabbi] and prophet [21:11]. Prophet is 



a messianic designation but inadequate for Jesus because in 11:9 it says that John the Baptist is 
more than a prophet. Jesus is also the servant, the meek one [12:18-20=Isaiah 42:1-4] who 
fulfills God’s will by accepting suffering. 
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