
Introduction to the Bible [series 11a] 
Gospel of Luke 
Major themes of Luke’s Gospel 
 
Luke’s gospel is the longest of the four gospels with 1151 verses. One third of the materials in 
Luke’s gospel are not found in other gospels. 
 
Infancy Narrative: Luke links the birth of John the Baptist very much to the birth of Jesus. John 
the Baptist had important role to play in the unfolding of salvation for all peoples in Jesus 
Christ. Luke tells the infancy narrative from Mary’s point of view. In Mathew Magi are witnesses 
to birth of Jesus, in Luke shepherds are key witnesses. Luke begins infancy narration from 
Nazareth, then to Bethlehem and back to Nazareth. According to some scholars Mary and the 
shepherds could have been the sources of Luke’s account on the birth of Jesus. 
 
The angelic visitation to Zachariah and Mary and to the shepherds [1:5-2:14] reveal the identity 
of John the Baptist as forerunner of the Messiah and Jesus is the Son of the Most-High, Lord 
and Messiah. Simeon and Anna were instrumental in revealing Jesus as salvation and light to 
Israel and to all nations. Luke presents the creed of the early church regarding birth of Jesus: 
‘Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem’. Luke is the only gospel that gives a report on 
Jesus’ boyhood [2:41-52]. 
 
In the first century Mediterranean world, people were identified by their gender, geography 
and genealogy. Jesus is designated as male child, born in Bethlehem and raised in Nazareth. 
Luke’s genealogy of Jesus is a gradually unfolding revelation in the gospel: Jesus is Jewish 
messiah, Abraham and David longed for the Messiah; Luke goes backwards in time, taking 
Jesus’ ancestry back to Adam, first human father and then to God, heavenly Father of all [Jews 
and non-Jews alike].  
 
Women in Luke’s Gospel: Women received prominent place in Luke. Besides Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, Luke mentions Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist, Anna the prophetess, Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna, Chuza, Marth and Mary, all are associated with Jesus’ ministry. 
These women helped Jesus and the twelve financially and they followed Jesus all the way to the 
resurrection [24:1-12].  In 13:10-17 Jesus heals a woman on Sabbath. In 7:11-17 Jesus raises a 
widow’s son from the dead. In 7:36-50 Jesus praises the woman of disrepute at dinner, of her 
great love. Jesus tells the parable of a persistent widow in 18:1-8. Jesus criticizes scribes who 
took advantage of the widows in 20:45-47. In a patriarchal society, inclusion of women in the 
gospel narrative shows that Jesus is savior of all! In the account of Mary and Martha [10:39], 
Mary sat at Jesus’ feet listening to him. Only men sat at their masters feet to learn. This gives a 
clue that Mary and other women were like disciples of Jesus. Women seem to be more open to 
seeing and believing ‘God with us’ [Emmanuel] in Jesus! 
To be continued 
Father Jose 


