
Introduction to the Bible [series 12] 
The Gospel of John 
 
John’s gospel goes deeper into the theology of Jesus’ teaching to help discover the identity of 
Jesus. Jesus is more than a messiah, Rabbi, prophet or savior figure. Jesus is the eternal Word of 
God who was made flesh; he is eternal gospel/good-news for all creation, he is God. 
 
Historical settings of John’s Gospel: The identity of the author of John’s gospel is not revealed 
except a clue in John 21:24:, ‘it is the disciple who testifies to these things and has written them 
and we know that his testimony is true’. This disciple is known as the ‘beloved disciple’ in 13:23. 
The name of the beloved disciple is not given in the gospel. According to church Fathers 
Irenaeus and Eusebius, John, son of Zebedee, brother of James is believed to be the author. 
Many Jewish traditions [Feast days] mentioned in the gospel suggest the author was Jewish. 
 
6 Jewish Feast days mentioned in John: 2:13-Passover; 5:1-an unnamed festival, either Booths 
or dedication; 6:4-Passover; 7:12-Booths; 12:1-Passover 

 2:13-Passover: celebrates Hebrew’s liberation from slavery in Egypt 

 5:1-an unnamed festival, either Booths or dedication: Booth celebrates the 40 years that 
Israelites wandered in the desert  

 10:22-Dedication: this feast celebrates the re-consecration of the Temple in Jerusalem 
[165 BC] after the Temple’s desecration by Antiochus IV [mentioned in the book of 
Maccabees]  

 
Date of Composition: The internal evidence from the gospel speaks of the expulsion of Jewish 
Christians from the synagogues [9:22; 12:42; 16:2] which happened between 85-90 AD. An 
external evidence is a fragment of a papyrus manuscript discovered in Egypt that contains 
verses from John 18 and dated from around 125 AD. This means that Gospel of John had 
already reached Egypt by that time. These evidences suggest that the gospel was written 
around 100 AD. 
 
Bible scholar Raymond Brown explains 5 stages of development in the circulation of John’s 
gospel: 

Stage 1, 30s AD Oral traditions of Jesus’ words and deeds 

Stage 2, 30-70 AD Jesus’ preaching and teachings shaped into units 

Stage 3, 70s AD Oral traditions organized into first written drafts 

Stage 4, 80s AD First draft of written gospel revised 

Stage 5, 90-100 AD Final editing of the gospel 

 
Sources and Audience: Gospel of Mathew, Mark and Luke were already available for John. 
Chapters 1-12 are called a sign source, 13-19 passion source. John uses many Old Testament 
quotes. It was suggested that John had knowledge of Paul’s letters; for example, John uses the 
word believe [pisteuo] 98 times in his gospel and Paul uses the same word believe 54 times in 
his letters. It is difficult to say the gospel was intended for a particular community. John’s 



explanation of Jewish traditions suggest that the gospel was meant for non-Jewish Christians 
and as well as for Jewish Christians lived outside Israel [2:6 explain the use of large water jars 
for Jewish ritual washing; 3:1 says Nicodemus was a pharisee and ruler of Jews etc.]. Tradition 
identifies Ephesus as the place of the gospel’s composition. 
To be continued… 
Father Jose 


