
Introduction to the Bible [series 12b] 
Major themes of John’s Gospel 
Continued from previous article… 
 
The Signs: The gospels of Mathew, Mark and Luke use Greek word dunamis [mighty power] to 
describe Jesus’ miracles [Mark 6:2; Mathew 14:2]. Power at work in Jesus’ miracles is proof of 
authority of Jesus’ actions and words. John’s gospel calls miracles Signs [Semeion in Greek]. 
“Jesus did many other signs” [20:30-31]. Signs points to divine glory dwelling in Jesus. John 
1:19-12:50 describe Jesus’ journey and ministry in Galilee, Samaria and Judea. Signs reveal 
Jesus’ identity as Son of God. Signs led people to believe in him [2:11]; when Jesus cured the 
Royal official’s son, the gentile household came to believe in him [4:53]. Faith of individual leads 
others to come to faith. In 6:1-5, miracle of the feeding of five thousand reveals Jesus as bread 
coming down from heaven, bread of life-material sign manifesting divine truth. In 9:38 the 
healing of the blind man is sign that Jesus is light of the world; true blindness is lack of faith in 
Jesus [9:40-41]. Jesus is resurrection and life in 11:1-44, raising Lazarus from the dead. Jesus is 
life and has the power to give life. 
 
The Seven Signs of Jesus in John’s Gospel 

Jesus turns water into wine at Cana 2:1-11 

Jesus cures the Royal official’s son 4:46-54 

Jesus cures a paralytic on the Sabbath 5:1-18 

Jesus feeds five thousand 6:1-15 

Jesus walks on the water in sea of Galilee 6:16-21 

Jesus cures the man born blind 9:1-41 

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead 11:1-44 

 
The ‘I am’ Sayings of Jesus [in Greek Ego Eimi]: There are seven ‘I am’ sayings of Jesus in John’s 
gospel and they further reveal Jesus as Word made Flesh. Jesus speaks like God who revealed 
his name to Moses as ‘I am who am’ [Exodus 3:14]. In John 14:9 Jesus says: ‘he who has seen 
me has seen the Father’. John 1:1, ‘The Word was God’-Jesus is Son of God. 

I am the bread of life 6:35 

I am the light of the world 8:12 

I am the gate for the sheep 10:7 

I am the good shepherd 10:11 

I am the resurrection and the life 11:25 

I am the way and the truth and the life 14:6 

I am the true vine 15:1 

Vine and branches is a common metaphor used in Jewish prophetic traditions to describe God’s 
relationship with his people. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel spoke of Israel as a vineyard [Isaiah 5:1-7; 
Jeremiah 2;21; Ezekiel 17:5-10]. Jesus is the vine and disciples are the branches. Remaining in 
Jesus is the key to our transfiguration or sharing in God’s life! 
To be continued… 
Father Jose 


