
Introduction to the Bible [series 12d] 
Spirituality of John’s Gospel [Sacraments/Holy Spirit] 
Continued from previous article… 
 
Sacrament of reconciliation [20:21-23]: the mission of the church is to remove the 
sins of the world and to be a mediator of transformation of all creation in Christ. In 
John’s gospel sin is used in the singular [hamartia in Greek]; sin here is understood as 
an attitude. There are 17 such usages in John and 14 are in singular, meaning sinful 
attitude. This passage reflects on pastoral preoccupation of the early church. Rejection 
of God’s revelation in Jesus is the sin which is described in 3:19, that man loved 
darkness and rejected light. Judgment is about unbelief. Unbelief is also hatred and lack 
of love. 1John 3:14, sin is death; he who does not love is in death; sin is an attitude 
where we are in darkness! 
 
Function of the Holy Spirit: specific doctrine of the Holy Spirit as Paraclete is found 
only in John. Paraclete is the Spirit of truth, the spirit of Jesus [14:26]. He functions as 
the Spirit of Jesus; Spirit’s action takes place in the believers [14:17]. 
 
Life situation of the early church: Church confronted two problems: the death of the 
apostles-they were living links between Jesus and church; they could interpret the mind 
of Jesus. Who will now interpret, was the question! Church realized that even the 
apostles understood the teaching of Jesus only when they received the Spirit. The same 
Spirit continues to help the church. Secondly, anxiety caused by the delay of the second 
coming of Christ: early church expected second coming of Christ in their own lifetime! 
Gradually, church realized that, in a way, Christ has already come in the Holy Spirit 
[Final coming of Christ is the pleroma or fulfillment or transfiguration of all creation in 
Christ at the end of ages]. 
 
Three functions of the Spirit: 1] teaching [14:26]; 2] witnessing [15:26-27]; 3] accusing 
of sin [16:8]; all three are related to Faith. Those who believed in Jesus recognized the 
presence of the Spirit as interior indwelling. Three types of faith: faith demanding signs; 
faith of the apostles who were with Jesus and faith of the future generation. Spirit is 
helper in faith and faith is adherence to truth [truth is revelation of God in Christ].  
 
Teaching function: teaching is to bring to remembrance [16:12-15] what Jesus taught. 
This teaching is subordinate to revelation in Jesus Christ. Spirit will guide you to all the 
truth; he will declare things to come. The future implications of revelation in Jesus will 
be taught by the Spirit. All functions of the Spirit lead to faith; teaching function of the 
Spirit is meant to help understanding redemptive work of Christ. Witnessing function: 
it is to strengthen faith. This function might lead one to suffer persecution and 
martyrdom.  Accusing function: the world in us resists faith. The Spirit like a pleader, 
points to the truth that righteousness is on the side of Jesus.  
 
Worship in Spirit and Truth [chapter 4]: the object of this worship is the Father, in truth 
[Jesus Christ] and Spirit [Holy Spirit]-a reference to Trinitarian worship and fellowship. 
Baptism is initiation into this fellowship. In 4:10 the living water is a present gift, which is 



Jesus Christ and in 4:13-14 it is future gift, that is Holy Spirit. For the Samaritan woman, 
in order to be converted, she needed to confess Jesus as Christ and then be born again 
in the Spirit. Sacraments of baptism and confirmation function as these two stages of 
initiation in Christ which is completed by the Eucharist.  
To be continued… 
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