
Introduction to the Bible [series 13] 
The Acts of the Apostles 
 
Luke wrote both the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. In his gospel Luke presents 
Jesus and his ministry and in Acts he narrates the life of the early church, the age of the Holy 
Spirit. Bible scholar James Dunn says that Acts tells the beginning of Christianity with a vigor 
and vividness which often leaves the reader breathless. What Luke says about his gospel [Luke 
1:1-4] is applicable to Acts too, that he did careful research after sources and eyewitnesses 
accounts to compile his books. Both gospel of Luke and Acts are addressed to a Theophilus, 
who could be a sponsor who financed Luke’s project, a man of high rank. Theophilus means 
‘dear to God’. Some scholars consider this as a metaphor for Christian or one seeking 
instructions to become a Christian [a catechumen]. 
 
History of the Early Church: Unlike the gospels, Acts portray details of persons, times and 
places of events happening. Acts describe the tension between Jerusalem church and the newly 
created gentile churches, questions of Jewish traditions and unique Christian outlook on the 
world and human life. In Acts 10 Peter was troubled about eating non-kosher food and in a 
vision Peter was shown all kinds of animals and birds that he could eat and was told, ‘what God 
has cleansed, you must not call common’. In Acts 15 Paul questioned Jewish Christian demand 
that gentile Christians too must be circumcised; one doesn’t have to be Jew first to become 
Christian. Tradition is not doctrine; it is religious devotions and practices of a particular period 
in church history. Church is not stuck in tradition but brings forward richness of tradition and 
makes it creative in every age! In Acts, the center of the church shifts from Jerusalem to Rome. 
Acts give the early structure of the church: twelve Apostles, Peter’s ministry, missionary 
activities of Paul and others beyond Israel, appointment of deacons etc. In Acts we read about 
dramatic growth of the church in Roman empire. 
 
Theology of Acts: God is creator of all, God of Israel. Jesus is the climax or fulfilment of God’s 
purposes in human history. The great event in the gospels is the resurrection of Christ and in 
Acts it is Pentecost, coming of the Spirit. God’s plan of salvation began with Israel is now 
available in Christ for all in the world through the action of the Holy Spirit. Christ’s ministry is 
continued in the world by action of the Spirit in believers. Gifts of the Spirit are given to build 
the church, a replica of the kingdom of God. God’s word is not constrained by ethnic or 
nationalistic boundaries, its nature is universal; Christ’s risen presence encompasses the entire 
cosmos.  
 
Church in Acts encourages people with resources to help the poor among them. In Acts, the 
church is a prophetic community that reshapes social, religious and economic order in the 
world. Acts emphasizes on the stewardship of possessions and that discipleship is costly [the 
Apostles and many early Christians gave up their lives for Christ]. The early Christians also 
believed in an apocalyptic sudden end of the world but Acts of the Apostles convince the 
church that the new reality of the church is its missionary nature that has to be continued till 
the end of the ages! Acts proclaims that Resurrection of Christ is God’s victory over all that 



enslaves human being and that all have now the opportunity to live in freedom and love in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
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