
Introduction to the Bible [series 14] 
Formulation of Faith in the Bible 
 
Old Testament use of Amen [to believe] 
 
Bible uses the Hebrew word Amen to define faith response, which means to 
trust/believe. Amen [in Greek pisteuo] also  means to be sure, be firm, to be reliable or 
faithful as in Isaiah 7:9. In Proverbs 25:13 Amen is faithful messenger and in 
Deuteronomy 7:9, Amen is God himself [as truth]. In I Samuel 3:20 it is faithful prophet, 
in Isaiah 49:7 Amen is promise; Nehemiah 9:8 uses it in relation to man’s heart to God. 
In Psalm 78:39 Amen refers to unfaithfulness [not trusting] to the covenant. Amen gets 
a meaning that expresses human attitude toward God, which corresponds to a specific 
claim of God, God as trustworthy and steadfast love. 
 
To believe is explained as mutual relationship between a subject and another subject. 
When one says Amen, it implies all the consequences of both subjects’ relationship. In 
Genesis 45:26, Jacob did not believe his sons when they told him that Joseph is still 
alive [emphasis on statement than persons]. In Deuteronomy 29:12; I Samuel 27:12; 
Micah 7:5 to believe denote [no]confidence in someone. In Genesis 15 and16, 
Abraham’s faith action is expressed as total surrender of man to God. In Exodus 14:31, 
people are amazed by God’s action of deliverance through Moses and they believe; 
here faith is a personal relationship with God, an Amen to God’s action in life. Amen 
expresses the safety one feels in life, by total commitment to God. Use of Amen to 
express faith commitment to God reaches its climax in the covenantal relationship 
between Yahweh [God] and the people. God is Amen, as he keeps his covenant and 
steadfast love. Divine promises are Amen in Isaiah 55:3 and the covenant itself is Amen 
in Psalm 89:28. 
 
New Testament use of to believe [Amen]: Greek word Pisteuo is the frequent 
expression for one’s faith ascent to God. It means to believe in Jesus Christ and in the 
gospel of the kingdom of God. It is trust and confidence arising from acceptance of the 
person of Jesus Christ. Jesus himself demands faith [Mathew 9:28; Mark 4:36; Luke 
8:25]. Jesus praises faith [Luke 7:9]; Jesus declares that faith has saved you [Mathew 
9:22; Mark 5:34]. All things are possible to one who believes [Mark 9:23]. Faith moves 
mountains [Mathew 17:20], the content of faith is Jesus himself, his death and 
resurrection is the ground of faith. To become a Christian is to believe [Acts 4:4; 13:12; 
14:1; 15:7]. Believers are those who accept the preaching of the Apostles; faith in the 
preaching of the word [Romans 10:8]. Preaching is: Jesus is Lord, and God has raised 
him from the dead, faith in whom who raised Jesus. Amen expresses the experience of 
entering into and remaining in a covenantal relationship with God in Old Testament and 
New Testament uses Amen or to believe to express faith in the mission and person of 
Jesus Christ. 
To be continued… 
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