
Introduction to the Bible [series 14a] 
Faith formulation in the Bible [continued from previous article] 
 
Deuteronomy 26:5-10-Historical Credo [confession of faith] 
 
This passage is a prologue to Sinai covenant, an exposition of principal redemptive acts 
of God, the earliest confessional form in Old Testament. The speaker identifies himself 
with the community. We find another creed formula in Deuteronomy 6:20-24, also a 
summary of Israel’s history. Deuteronomy 26:5-10 is structured in the form of a 
suzerainty treaty [This treaty was practiced in the ancient Israel and Middle Eastern 
nations. It is tied into the blessings that would come from following the treaty and the 
consequences of breaching it]. This credo is understood as the response of the people 
to the mighty acts of Yahweh. Israel’s sojourn around Sinai is a complex of events 
involving in the conclusion of a covenant. 
 
Literary Structure of this Historical Credo: this confession formula is divided into 14 
sections: Deuteronomy 26:.5b a wandering Aramean was my father, b. went down to 
Egypt, c. few in number, d. became a nation, e. Egyptians treated harshly, f. affliction, g. 
hard bondage, h. we cried to the Lord, i. Lord heard our voice, j. our affliction, toil and 
oppression, k. Lord brought us out of Egypt, mighty hand, outstretched arms, great 
terror, signs, wonders, l. he brought us into this place, m. gave us this land, flowing with 
milk and honey, n. I bring the first fruits of the land [surrender-offering of oneself and the 
nation to God]. 
 
Content of Credo: Yahweh [God] is the One who brought Israel out of Egypt 
 
In Israel’s profession of faith, the major act of God is the deliverance of people from 
slavery in Egypt. It is to this act Israel traces abck its origin, existence and special place 
among the nations. This key confession pervades the whole of Old Testament. The 
prophets again and again reminded the people of their origin from the gracious 
benevolent act of God: Hosea 11:1; 12;9; 13:4. It was from the land of Egypt that he 
showed himself to them as the only God, besides him there was no other savior. After 
liberation, Yahweh establishes his covenant with the people [Jeremiah 31:32]. He did 
marvelous things for Israel [Ezekiel 20:5ff; Is 11:16; Micah 7:15]. The event of 
deliverance by God is repeatedly referred to as the ground of the faith of Israel [Joshua 
2:10]. In the book of Judges, we have passages of this basic confession-Judges 6:13 
[fathers told us wonderful deeds of Yahweh]. In 2Samuel 7:23-David’s prayer recalls 
God’s act of deliverance and forming a nation for the name of God himself. In the 
formation of Deuteronomy law, deliverance from Egypt is the basic motive 
[Deuteronomy 11:1-10]. The Lord will show compassion to his people in spite of their 
iniquities because he is the one who brought them out of Egypt [Leviticus 26:45].  
 
The theme of deliverance in the Psalms: In prayer and praises, the psalms hand over 
the faith of Israel to generations. The creed of Israel is sung in the psalms. In the hymns 
we hear Israel praising the great act of God Psalm 114. The psalmist thanks the Lord 
for his enduring love which caused the Red Sea to divide and made Israel pass through 



to Promised Land [Psalms 135; 136]; in psalms, the community identifies the voice of 
the Lord who brought them from Egypt. The interior consciousness of being delivered 
by God from Egypt is the foundation of the Israelite people. It became part of liturgical 
worship. This faith penetrated all aspects of Israel, forming them as a nation in the 
name of God. 
 
To be continued… 
Father Jose 

 


