
Introduction to the Bible [series 14c] 
Formulation of Faith in the Bible [continued from previous article] 
 
New Testament Confession of Faith [Apostolic Kerygma] 
Three elements constitute the formation of New Testament proclamation of Christ [in 
Greek it is called kerygma]: a] faith and promise that the disciples of Jesus inherited 
from their Jewish tradition, from the Old Testament; b] their vivid memory of life-
experience with Jesus; c] the shock at the death of their master and the joy of Christ’s 
resurrection. The word kerygma refers to act and content of proclaiming, announcing. 
The content of proclamation is Christ Jesus. Kerygma is essentially a Christian 
message; it is also known as good tidings/gospel]. Gospel is Jesus Christ, his 
resurrection and his identity as Son of God etc. as in Acts 8:5; 8:35; 17:18. The word 
‘evangelize’ is also used for proclamation of Christ in Romans 1:16; 10:16. Gospel also 
indicates proclamation in Mathew 26:13; Mark 13:10.  
 
Major facts of Kerygma/proclamation of Christ: 
1. the dawn of the messianic age and fulfillment of the prophetic messages of Old 

Testament in Jesus [Acts 2:16; 3:18; 3:24] 
2. a brief account of the ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus in whose person the 

messianic age has been inaugurated in actual history [Acts 2:30-31; 3:22] 
3. the exaltation of Christ at the right hand of God as head of new Israel, the church 

[Acts 2:33-36; 3:13; 4:11; 5:31] 
4. the Holy Spirit is the sign of Christ’s active presence in the church and continuous 

care for it [Acts 2:37-38; 5:32] 
5. the second advent of Christ as final consummation of his rule [Acts 3:21; 10:42] 
6. an appeal for repentance and offer of forgiveness in the name of Jesus [Acts 2:38ff; 

3:19; 5:31] 
 
Confession of faith-Christian tradition: New Testament confessional formula was 
based on the words of the Risen Christ: “God the almighty sent his only begotten Son 
Jesus, the anointed one from Nazareth, from the house of David that he was born of the 
Virgin Mary, was baptized, taught, performed signs, died under Pilate and Herod 
according to the scriptures and appeared to Peter and the twelve and he seated himself 
at the right hand of God in heaven. Angels, powers and forces being made subject to 
him and that he would come with great power and glory to judge the living and the 
dead”. According to scholars, from this formula, emerged confession of God as Trinity 
as early as before 35 AD, that we find in Mathew 28:18-19. All early confessional 
formulations were developed from one single confession: Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus 
had numerous designations: Son of man, Son of David, Servant of the Lord, 
Eschatological Prophet, Lamb of God, Logos, the High Priest, the Teacher, the King, 
the Just One, the Holy One of God. From among these a concise faith formula was 
formed; example-Christ, Son of God and Lord.  
 
Attributes of Jesus became confessions of faith, taking on the meaning of the mystery of 
his person and history of salvation. Jesus is Messiah who appeared to fulfill the hope of 
Israel as the lowly one [Mathew 21:5]. He is Messiah who suffered in order to enter into 



glory [Luke 24:26]; he is God who has been tempted, yet without sinning [Hebrew 4:14-
16]; he is Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth [John 1:14]. 
The confessions of early church was professed in many forms according to life situation, 
tension, growth and development of the early Christian community. 
To be continued… 
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