
Introduction to the Bible [series 14d] 
Formulation of Faith in the Bible [continued from previous article] 
 
Confession of Faith in Pauline Letters 
 
Major confessions of faith in Paul’s letters are found in1Corinthians 15:3-5; Romans 1:3; 
Philippians 2:11; 1Corinthians 12:3; Romans 10:9; 1Thessalonians 1:10; 4:14; 5:10; 
1Corinthians 8:6. 1Corinthians 15:3-5: is the foundation of faith, ‘that Christ died, for 
our sins, in accordance with the scriptures, that he was buried, raised on the third day, 
in accordance with scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, then to the twelve’. 
 
1Corinthians 15 is composed in a liturgical context that includes traditions existed 
before Paul’s conversion, Paul’s own experience of encountering the Risen Christ,  and 
Paul’s theological reflection on the resurrection of the dead. Chapter 15:1-introduction, 
3-5 -early Christian confession of faith, 6-11-list of witnesses, 11-35-discussion on 
resurrection: connection between the resurrection of the dead and resurrection of 
Christ, proof for resurrection of the dead, baptism on behalf of the dead; 35-53: 
resurrection and reception of new body, example of grain and seed, celestial and 
earthly bodies; Paul’s teaching on the ‘how’ of the resurrected body, the triumphant 
victory over death by Jesus. 
 
The Structure of the Confession Formula in 15:3-5: he died and buried; raised and 
appeared. Among these four verbs in the text ‘died and raised’ are scripture references, 
revealing that they are most fundamental Christian faith. Died and buried happened 
once and for all; raised and appeared means that the effects of Christ’s resurrection 
continues to the present. 
 
Saving Aspects of the Death of Jesus: ‘Died for us, for our sins’, is in the sense of on 
behalf of, in place of, on account of etc. This confession formula is used to show the 
divine purpose of the passion and death of Jesus for human salvation. Christ Died for 
us: Primitive Palestine church already reflected the theological meaning of the death of 
Jesus. The Aramaic speaking community was explaining the death of Jesus along the 
lines of the Servant of Yahweh in Isaiah 53:5, he suffered ‘on account of our 
transgressions’. The early Christian community confessed the death of Jesus as 
something that happened for us. The phrases, ‘for us, for our sins’ make clear that 
Jesus’ death has an existential/transforming impact on human life. 
 
First Christians understood in the appearance of the Risen Lord, the same God who 
guided the history of salvation in the Old Testament, the God who revealed himself to 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses. The faith confession in 1Corinthians 15:3-5 is what 
the disciples of Jesus objectively experienced in the appearance of the Risen Lord, the 
fulfillment of promises of redemption in the Old Testament. 
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