
Introduction to the Bible [series 14e] 
Formulation of Faith in the Bible  
Confession of Faith in Paul’s Letters [continued from previous article] 
 
Philippians 2:6-11: This early Christian hymn to Christ consists of two main sections: 
the descending and self-emptying of Jesus-2:6-8; and the ascending of Christ-2:9-11. 
Each section consists of three verses, each having three lines. The language of the 
hymn is a literature of its own style. The threefold description of Christ’s mission, in 
heaven, on earth and under the earth [would mean the abode of the dead] is unique 
here. Paul inserts this already existing hymn into a particular section of his letter to the 
Philippians. The dominant theme of this hymn is exaltation of Christ.  
 
Explanation of the text: ‘Christ Jesus though he was in the ‘Form of God’’: this text 
describes the person of Jesus in 3 existing state [God-became Man-Exalted]. Greek 
word huparxon [it means to exist, to be present, to be at one’s disposal, belonging to 
someone, possession] is used to express Jesus was existing in the ‘form of God’. Jesus 
Christ in his pre-existing state had the possession of ‘form of God’. ‘Form’ here is a 
translation of the Greek word Morphae. Morphae explains the divine splendor/glory that 
Christ had before incarnation, glory of the Father. Jesus is the visible representation of 
God to this world. 
 
Equality with God: verse 6 stated that Jesus, ‘in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped’. This creed means that Jesus existed in the divine 
condition as the unique glory of God. But he refused to hold his position in opposition to 
his Father. The image here is in contrast to the first man Adam who tried to set himself 
equal to God, being actually lower to God [Psalm 8:5]. Adam asserted himself 
independently of God [Gen 3:5], on the other hand, Jesus was actually equal to God 
and he emptied himself and became man. This passage upholds both monotheistic faith 
in its most pure form and the divine mission of Jesus, revealing the exalted status of the 
person of the redeemer as equal to God from eternity. 
 
Kenosis [Self-emptying] of the Lord [verse 7-obedience of the redeemer]: Jesus 
voluntarily emptied himself of his divine honor. The Greek word dulos [servant] is 
applied to Jesus as in Isaiah 53. Christ is dulos [servant] in contrast to kurios [Lord]. 
Servant here is a title of dignity as well, an attribute to the servant of the Lord [Numbers 
12:7; Psalm 105:26]. Servant denotes that Jesus was receiving a commission from God 
the Father. Jesus’ Human Nature: the pre-existent Son of God entered upon the scene 
of human history, receiving human form; this a reference to the reality of human nature 
of Jesus. Jesus with Power: in the second stanza of the hymn the upward movement  or 
glorification of Christ is described as an act by God the Father. Exaltation of Christ is 
seen as bestowal of a name and dignity; the new name of Christ is kurios/Lord [Acts 
2:36; Heb 1:4], kurios here is the translation of Yahweh [God]. 
 
Subjection of Cosmic Power to Jesus Christ [verse 10]: hymn ends with acclamation 
‘Jesus is Lord’; he is enthroned as Cosmic Lord.  “At the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow in heaven, on earth, under earth” reveals the universal character of 



Lordship of Christ. This proclaims liberation of the universe from all powers. In this early 
Christian confession of faith, the person of Christ the redeemer is seen in 3 stages of 
existence: pre-existence, incarnation and exaltation. 
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