
Introduction to the Bible [series7] 
God in Hebrew Scriptures [Old Testament] 
 
Old Testament is a love story of election, covenant and love relationship that God establishes 
with the Hebrew people. Hebrew bible begins with the book of Genesis [Greek word for 
beginning], telling the story of creation, of the world and human beings. 
 

 In most ancient religions, people offered their gods sacrifices, gifts, or promises, 
expecting that the gods would then grant them safety, good fortune. In effect, their 
relationship with their gods was based on a quid pro quo [something for something], like 
a modern contract. A contractual relationship is utterly conditional, contingent, short 
term and is broken if one of the parties fails to uphold their end of the bargain. 

 

 The ancient Hebrew concept of ‘covenant’ is such a contract, but there is much more to 
it. Covenants function more like treaties, agreements that concern how two parties 
relate to or treat each other. Covenants bind two parties to one another for the long 
term by commitment and oath or pledge. If one of the parties fails to live up to the 
terms of the covenant, not only are there repercussions, but the covenant-unlike a 
contract-continues to exist. 

 

 In one of the central narratives in the book of Genesis, God approaches a man named 
Abram [later called as Abraham] and offers to make a covenant with him [Genesis 12:1-
7, 17:1-22]. God offers to Abraham, advanced in age and who had no children, an heir to 
create a great nation out of his bloodline. This is the same God who in earlier chapters 
of Genesis has created the universe, in that sense this God is not a tribal god but the 
source of all that exists. God makes this covenant with Abraham without any conditions. 
Abraham, not fully understanding this offer, accepts it and places his complete trust in 
God’s promise!  

 

 In this biblical account, the ordinary pattern and understanding of religion in the ancient 
Near East is profoundly altered in a way that makes the Hebrew [Israel] faith and the 
Hebrew God-unique. God in the bible is always the one who reveals, initiates, invites 
and offers the relationship with human beings. God is also revealed as forgiving, re-
calling and willing to reconcile with people when they betray or break off this 
relationship. God does not place preconditions on God’s love.  

 
To be continued… 
 
Father Jose 


