
Introduction to the Bible [series 9] 

The Gospel of Mark 

Mark was the first written gospel on the life of Jesus. Mark’s gospel contains eighty-eight 

passages that emphasize Jesus’ deeds over his words, yet Mark is the shortest of the four 

gospels with 678 verses. The central event of Mark’s gospel is the ‘passion’ or suffering and 

death of Jesus 

Historical Setting of Mark’s gospel 

The historical setting of a gospel include questions such as: who wrote the gospel? When was 

the gospel written? What sources the writer used to compose his gospel? Who was the 

intended audience? 

Authorship: The author of the gospel of Mark never directly identifies himself in his work. 

Perhaps he wanted the good-news of Jesus Christ to speak for itself or that his audience already 

knew him. It was Papias of Hierapolis in Asia Minor, about 130-140 AD first reported the 

naming of Mark’s gospel as “according to Mark”. Papias speaks of Mark as the interpreter of 

Peter. Mark’s name is mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament: 1Peter 5:13; Philemon 24; 

Colossians 4:10; 2Timothy 4:11; Acts 12:12. The author is convinced that Jesus is the Messiah 

and the Son of God. He has knowledge of Jewish scriptures and Greco-Roman culture. He is a 

gifted author and theologian. 

Date of composition: Scholars place the timing of gospel of Mark’s writing during the Jewish 

revolt against Rome, 66-73 AD. The evidence for this dating is from Mark 13, Jesus’ discourse 

concerning the destruction of Jerusalem. Mark speaks of hardships endured by some followers 

of Jesus in Palestine in the midst of this revolt [Mark 13:9-13]. 

Sources: the written sources could be controversy stories in 2:1-3:6, parables in 4:1-34, 

collection of miracle stories in 3:7-12; 4:35-5:43 and 6:32-56, above all the passion narrative. 

Oral sources would include what was circulating orally during the four decades of Jesus’ life and 

the writings of mark’s gospel. Mark’s audience was Jews and gentiles living outside Palestine. 

The place of its composition was possibly Rome. 

To be continued… 
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