
A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs  
 
Chapter 1:1-33: ‘Fear of God is the beginning of Wisdom’ 
 
Verses 1-7: Prologue: the purpose of the book is explained in these verses; Proverbs are 
instructions to youth for intellectual and moral awakening. Proverbs have the appearance of a 
riddle and prophetic sayings. Riddles are a way of discourse through humor and the metaphors 
used in proverbs require interpretation to decipher treasures of meaning contained in them. 
Proverbs serve as guidance or as ‘steering’ [Job 32:12], to know what to take into your mind 
and what to reject. Proverbs equip one to navigate wisely through a world of challenges, to 
understand life’s potentials and limitations as designed by God. Proverbs associate 
wisdom/knowledge with God, ‘fear of God is the beginning of wisdom’ [verse 7]; it is to serve 
God in just, loving and kind actions or seek good and hate evil. Wisdom is an aid to behold life 
in creation with wonder/awe and know its transcendental dimension resting in God. Human 
intellect must be illumined by divine light and faith to form character, a life of respect and to 
listen [following/obedience] to the counsel of the wise. 
 
Verses 8-19: Insinuations of the wicked to commit crime: Here the father/mother [wise 
person] addresses the youth as ‘my son’ [daughter]. In the Middle Eastern patriarchal society 
the father hands on knowledge of life to his children [Tobit 4:5; Sirach 2:1; 1King 2:1-9]. ‘My 
son’ can be a young person or all of Israel or anyone who seeks wisdom. It is a parental duty to 
instruct and warn the youth of ways of the wicked. Verse 10: ‘my child, if the wicked try to 
seduce you, do not go with them; if they say, let us lie in ambush to shed blood or we shall fill 
our houses with plunder, throw in your lot with us, do not follow them’. This passage warns 
young people reaching adulthood, who venture into the world with newfound freedom not to 
make themselves lacking in rational thinking or be seduced [make fool of you] by the wicked. 
The wicked cook up plots to swallow the innocent like Sheol. Sheol is the abode of the dead, 
place of darkness, silence, worms; it is illustrated as a ‘hungry monster with open mouth and 
never satisfied’ [Isaiah 5:14]. This is the way of the violent and violence takes away the life of 
who wields it and criminals are less intelligent than birds [verse 17]. Beware of murderous 
gangs who entice you with fraudulent promises of wealth! The wise can see the trap of the 
wicked and avoid it. Proverbs warn that if spiritual and moral boundaries are violated, 
destruction/harm befalls you! All enterprise for good is a reverential response to God. God 
relatedness shapes human life for good, for just and peaceful life. Your future will be secured if 
you invest in the way of the Lord.  
 
Verses 20-33: Fools hate knowledge: Here wisdom is personified as a woman, inviting humans 
to consider what tempts and follow her counsel [wisdom] to make life’s choices; one is 
responsible for life’s choices. Rejection of wisdom incur terror in your life and it is like being in a 
storm. Possession of wisdom is like a shelter before the storm [folly] strikes and destroys. There 
are two kinds of fools: simpleton [ignorant] and brazen [shameless] opposed to the wise or 
prudent ones. ‘Fool’ here is not used as a derogatory address but rather for those who ignore 
wisdom’s advice and spurn warnings. Wisdom is inseparable from God; it resides in the heart of 
God. In the prologue of John’s gospel, this wisdom is the Word of God, who was God and who 



became flesh [Jesus Christ] and dwelt among us. Accompanying presence of Christ and his 
gospel enlighten human mind to make wise choices for the kingdom of God. 
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