
A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs 
 
Chapter 2:1-22: Incline your heart to understanding 
 
Verses 1-15: Pray for Wisdom: The 22 verses of Proverbs chapter 2 are structured 
corresponding to 22 letters of Hebrew alphabet. The parent or wise elder speaks to the youth 
or seeker of wisdom saying, ‘cry out for wisdom’ [1Kings 3:9: King Solomon prayed for wisdom 
and understanding]. This poem addresses a person [or an inexperienced youth] who might walk 
into dangers, how wisdom saves from dangers. ‘Fear of God’ is introduced again as the root of 
wisdom from which flows inspiration for saintly conduct. This passage emphasizes on parents 
duty to hand knowledge of God on to their children. Parents lives matter in educating children 
in the ways of God. Children’s interaction with parents, elders, teachers and observing people 
they encounter in life also are vehicles through which God imparts wisdom; then they will know 
what to embrace and what to reject! Seeker of ‘Fear of God’ drinks from the fountain of 
wisdom and one’s life overflows in compassionate living, accompanied by prayer and 
contemplation, the guard against all evil. From wisdom one receives power of clear thinking 
and ability to make practical decisions that lead to just living; fairness in all human conduct is 
the goal of wisdom.  
 
Verses 16-22: Walk the way of Good: this passage uses male/female symbolism/metaphor to 
warn perverted speech of men and seductive conduct of women. Humans have two ways to 
choose, way of light or way of darkness. ‘Loose woman’ is also a reference to King Solomon’s 
foreign wives; Solomon deviated from the way of the Lord by their seditious speech and 
promoted worship of foreign gods [idolatry] in Israel [1Kings 11]. Man and woman enters into a 
sacred, covenant relationship in marriage just as God made a covenant relationship with Israel, 
so beware of infidelity and adulterous situations in marriage. Light of God coming through his 
word [wisdom] lights up the path of those who seek truth/good.  
 
Metaphor of ‘loose woman’ [verse 16] is temptation that leads to chaos in life. Her name is folly 
and her ‘house is called death [Sheol], a place of no return. Obeying her seditious speech is like 
falling into death. Wisdom preserves one from falling into the traps of evil doers! ‘Fear of God’, 
relationship with God, is key to receiving wisdom that empowers one to avoid ‘men, women’ 
who seduce one to infidelity. Human choices have consequences; choose wisdom, one will have 
joy; choose folly, one falls into darkness or ‘cut off from the land’ [verse 22].  ‘Land’ is a 
metaphor for serenity, a life filled with wisdom’s gifts. Humans have the potential to do good if 
listen to wisdom and the power of grace to restrain from using freedom to commit crimes. 
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