
A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs 
Chapter 4:1-27: Love Wisdom and She will Keep You 
 
Verses 1-9: Wisdom is an inheritance-crown of beauty:  Parent or elder speaks to the youth of 
wisdom inherited from ancestors; listen, consider their knowledge. Remember truth of life 
learned from parents, teachers, elders and record it on the heart. Transmission of wisdom to 
future generations is a divine vocation. Experience of past generation is a matrix of wisdom; it is 
learning ethical conduct and skills for living after the example of God’s relationship with Israel, 
his steadfast love and fidelity. Ancestral wisdom is a treasure shaped by their ‘fear of God’ and 
derived from their fidelity to the covenant with God. Seeker of wisdom is invited to search the 
hidden treasures of wisdom for fruitful living. Wisdom must be loved for its own sake as source 
of life and its purpose. Fall in love with wisdom [as a woman to be loved]; her lover will excel in 
life! 
 
Verses 10-19: The Two Ways: Wisdom’s Way and the Way of Darkness: The way is life’s 
journey. In Deuteronomy 8:6 the way is Israel’s experience of God leading them on the way to 
the Promised Land. They are given instructions to obey the commandments of God-way of life. 
With obedience comes blessings and careless living incurs ruin. Wisdom’s way is justice 
[fairness]. Those who walk the path of the wicked are blind [just as sin is blind]. They do not 
know what they stumble over. Indulging in sinful ways, one is not aware of the consequences. 
Yielding to seduction of wickedness is to forfeit one’s life. Those who ignore wisdom eat the 
bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence. Wisdom’s instructions are not 
burdensome, obeying them is true freedom. Undisciplined life is like a boat tossed about in a 
stormy sea. Wise teaching of parents and elders must be kept in the heart and that empowers 
one to live responsibly.  
 
Verses 20-27: Self Discipline/Walk away from Evil: As one cares for the heart for the health of 
the body so must one guard the ways of wisdom for peace. Absence of wisdom in the heart 
leads to malicious speech and it destroys relationships. Wise person understands that God’s 
word is a ‘lamp to my feet and a light to my path’ [Psalm 119:105]. Wisdom as light to the path 
of life gives one the capacity to judge one’s own thinking and actions and orient life to 
righteous living. Wisdom’s way is straight, the way of the wicked is crooked! Wisdom is ground 
on which you set your life firm. It is like a lighthouse that helps navigate a ship to its right 
destination. In Mathew 6:33, wisdom of life is to seek first the kingdom of God; it is to ‘do 
justice, love kindness and walk humbly before God’ [Micah 6:8]. Wisdom is nourishment like 
food for the body. Healthy eating sustains health of the body and prudent use of wisdom 
preserves life. 
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