
A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs 
Chapter 10:1-32: Contrast between the Way of the Just and the Way of the Wicked 
 
Verses: 1-18: Integrity of life and perversity: Chapter 10 uses two-line parallelism, contrast 
between attributes of the wise and flaws of the wicked! Justice is dear to the heart of God. Just, 
compassionate living is the way to a secure life in the eyes of God. The wicked will not prevail in 
the presence of God. The just might go through trials but the Lord will take care of their needs. 
Wisdom reminds all to live a diligent life and not to waste life in foolishness/laziness. A son or 
daughter who listens to the instructions of wisdom gladdens a father’s heart; a mother is 
grieved by a wayward child who ignores wisdom’s warnings and heading to a disastrous end in 
life. The just one is remembered by God because justice is God’s character! The mouth of the 
just speaks of practical wisdom that seeks wellbeing of all and the speech of the wicked is 
deceitful. There is no loose talk in the just one; reflection, discernment goes prior to words 
uttered by mouth and choices one makes! His/her words and actions flow from the riches 
[wisdom] of the heart. 
 
Wisdom is link between the past and future generations; wisdom reveals to each generation 
how to live justly before God. Knowledge shared by the wise is the foundation of living 
according to the commandments of God. The wicked might seem prosper but their life is 
unstable [Micah 6:10: ‘Lord says: ‘can I forget the treasures of wickedness in the house of the 
wicked’]. Just living is the wealth that saves one from death, which is associated with ‘fear of 
the Lord’. The righteous do not go hungry [life of Mother Teresa], not necessarily physical 
hunger all the time [Proverbs must be taken as reflections on realities of life; no one proverb 
adequately explains the complexity of life]. Riches is strength, poverty is ruin! The just would 
eliminate cause of poverty. Poverty caused by foolishness/laziness is self-inflicted ruin. Unjust 
possession of wealth is sin; it is putting life’s worth in riches and not trusting in God. Profit of 
wicked ways is death, however a life guided by wisdom is an inspiration for others. Proverbs 
encourages humans to use full potential of their rational faculties for wellbeing/harmony. 
 
Verses 19-32: Formation of the mind for wise speech: listening to the wisdom of the sages 
enlightens the mind and words flow from it are uplifting. The wicked conceals what is in mind 
and their speech is hate-filled; it begets violence [II World War Proverb: ‘loose lips sink ships’]. 
Vs. 21, ‘lips of the righteous feed many but fools die for lack of sense’; a wise ruler or person of 
responsibility uses words and actions for caring the vulnerable of society [king in Israel was also 
called the shepherd of Israel who cares, comforts]. The foolish lack ‘heart’, right judgment and 
they ruin themselves and those who listen to them. Proverbs’ world view considers riches as 
blessings of God and sorrow, troubles as absence of blessing. But psalms of lamentations see 
sorrow within God’s love for his servants. While all goodness is from God, possession of 
material wealth is not necessarily an indication the rich are closer to God [Mathew 19:23: ‘it is 
hard for the rich to enter the kingdom of God’]. Those who possess wisdom are generous with 
their riches; they are wise distributers of gifts, ‘feeding many’! 
 
Those who ignore wisdom revels in evil doing; their sour character is exposed in the ‘storm’, 
God’s judgment, and they are swept away. The wicked is sour existence like ‘vinegar to teeth’. 



A wise person conducts himself/herself with understanding of life’s destiny and its dignity 
before God. The wicked is destroyed by their evil actions and the righteous would live in 
harmony with God and they respect God’s purpose in creation. Chapter 10 explains the tension, 
opposition, between good and evil and the two ways for humans to choose from [way of Christ, 
his gospel or the forces that oppose the kingdom of God]. Triumph of good is victory of God as 
seen in the resurrection of Christ. Despite Folly’s effort to destroy the good order God set in 
motion in creation, goodness/love, God’s purpose, will ultimately prevail! 
 
HAPPY EASTER 
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