
A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs 
Chapter 12:1-28: Lovers of Knowledge and Haters of Correction 
 
Verses 1-4: Knowledge and Discipline: With love of knowledge one is capable of making 
prudent choices in life. Exercise of true freedom needs discipline. The wise have humility to 
acknowledge failings and accept correction. One who hates wise counsel or correction of the 
sages is like a brute, untamed beast! Resistance to discipline corrupts freedom. Wisdom 
reminds everyone of virtuous actions. Wickedness stands condemned [with all its 
consequences], because it is opposed to wisdom, who resides with God. The wise person, a 
worthy man/woman, who engages in rational thinking seeks what is right! The just loves 
wisdom and are in friendship with God [fear of God]. Since Proverbs’ preoccupation is with 
domestic harmony, the wise wife is depicted as ‘the crown of her husband’ [in 1Corinthians 
11:7, Paul says, ‘wife is glory of husband’]. In ancient cultures, a woman’s value was measured 
in relation to man! In fact, love of knowledge is the crown of both man and woman; the wise, 
disciplined ways of husband and wife bring joy to each other! 
 
Verses 5-11: Fools’ display of vanity: the wicked have murderous intentions; their deceptive, 
treacherous, machinations wait for bloodshed. They profit from corrupting justice in human 
hearts. They sprout like grass and wither away. Righteous are like a house that withstands 
adverse weather. The wise person is praised and acknowledged by others; the wicked praise 
themselves and invite contempt. The wise know how-to live-in scarcity and the dignity of work; 
they learn skills, till the earth [be productive/industrious] and they care for their domestic 
animals and do not waste life’s days. Those who seek fairness in everything show compassion 
toward all God’s creatures! In Proverbs’ agrarian society, a wise farmer is known for his 
diligence, competence; idleness is not his bread! 
 
Verses 13-23: The Power of Speech: The wise know the time to speak, the time to be silent and 
when to practice self-control. The wicked engage in false speech, creating an unrealistic 
environment. The trap of the wicked intended for the innocent ensnares themselves, but 
goodness bears goodness. The fool/thoughtless one shows his aggressive emotions when 
challenged or corrected but the wise heeds to the counsel of the sages. Wisdom shapes a heart 
to be sincere, truthful and compassionate, all expressed in just deeds. Joy is in the one who 
promotes peace [the deceitful tongue spreads conspiracies, unrest in society. Sirach 21:26: ‘in 
the mouth of fools, their heart; in the heart of the wise their mouth’]. Psalm 57:4: ‘Tongue can 
cut like a sword’. The tongue of the wise is like ‘a tree of life’, its fruits are healing! 
 
Verse 24-28: Love of Knowledge and Joy: the words of the wise are soothing, healing for the 
troubled hearts; conversations, communications need to be cheerful. Joy is the outcome of 
loving righteous ways. Life of the wise is guided and directed by wisdom. The wicked are 
directionless; they keep proclaiming their folly [Rabbi Akiba: ‘silence is a fence around 
wisdom’].  Justice flourishes life, wickedness has destructive impact on life. Wise person’s 
speech, actions flow from ‘fear of the Lord’, the source of wisdom. Love of God and trust in the 
Lord guide a wise person’s life! 
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