
A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs 
Chapter 14:1-35: The Upright and the Wicked 
 
Verses 1-8: Prudence: In proverbs ‘fear of the Lord’ is source of wisdom and from it flows 
righteous/prudent living. Immoral behavior is contempt for God who is good. Wisdom builds 
her house in those who love the Lord but folly tries hard to tear it apart. Words of the fools are 
filled with arrogance, they seek trouble. Speech of the wicked is like a stick that beats 
himself/herself. Words of the wise build harmony; they seek peace and preserve one’s honor. 
To build a perceptive mind is the goal of wisdom’s instruction; such are the wise who are a 
peaceful presence in the family and community. A wise person takes good care of his animals 
because there is no good harvest without the hard work of oxen [context: ancient agrarian 
society]. Animals deserve their due share in the goodness of the earth. Wisdom is also a 
capacity to differentiate truth from lies, especially in legal trials; the Lord hates false witness. 
False witness in judicial trials can inflict untold damage! A scoffer cannot be persuaded by 
wisdom; he/she is self-absorbed, having blurred vision of life and unable to take responsibility 
for one’s own actions and words! Wisdom cannot be bought; it is attained by intelligent 
listening to sages and following wisdom’s instructions with diligence. 
 
Verses 9-19: The upright enjoys God’s favor: The heart is the seat of emotions. Even when 
surrounded by family and friends, they can touch only partially one’s emotions of sorrow or joy. 
Uniqueness of human experiences cannot be shared; however God knows the heart [St. 
Augustine: ‘God is closer to me than I am to myself’]. One’s reason cannot fully grasp what the 
heart feels; rationalizing sorrow/joy is futile. Shadow of death in life brings certain sadness in 
the heart; heart must be ready for grief. The just and the wicked, everyone will experience the 
effects of one’s ways and deeds. Deceptive conduct, refusal to accept truth, reality, is self-
destructive and it ruins others too. Folly is disaster in waiting but prudence is a safeguard. ‘The 
fool believes everything, the prudent watches his steps’ [verse 15]. The wise restrain from evil 
ways but the fool is reckless and overconfident! Evil has a grip on the fool who lacks 
commonsense to discern consequences of his/her actions. Such a person is quick-tempered 
[anger] and negative emotions lead to malicious speech and action that one might regret! A 
person of wisdom says no to evil and relates to God, who is good, in good deeds. The just 
receive praise, homage; evil cannot prevail over the wisdom of the righteous! 
 
Verses 20-35: Wisdom is crown of the wise: Proverbs here observe the fact of life that the poor 
is despised and the rich seem to have more friends [social discrimination]. The temptation to 
side with the rich [in church and politics], hatred of the poor and disadvantaged are dishonoring 
God. Proverbs admire kindness toward the poor; uncaring attitude toward the poor is a sin 
[God’s disapproval]. Poor are encouraged to be diligent and hardworking, lest they be looked 
down upon by evil machinations of the rich. Fear of the Lord is refuge from all folly and it is 
manifested in a life of trust, listening and obedience to the Lord. Love of wisdom and good 
example of parents fortify children from folly. Fools adorn their stupidity as a garland. Power 
given to kings/rulers is to provide, serve, care for the needs of the people and the earth. The 
purpose of wisdom is to create a peaceful heart that enjoys a healthy life. For proverbs envy is 
something that eats away one from within! Love of God obliges a person to be caring, especially 



toward the weak in society. Each individual’s conduct matters for the welfare of the 
community. Unjust systems are sinful; just society creates equal opportunities for all to excel in 
life. Human judgment is always partial and can go wrong, however, wisdom, fear of the Lord is 
a safeguard to make informed and right decisions in life. Individual, family and nation cannot be 
stable without commitment to truth, goodness! 
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